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order to highlight the continued Turkish and
Azeri aggression toward the Armenian people.
This anniversary reminds us yet again of the
historical injustices the Armenian people have
faced, and the need for strong U.S. engage-
ment in the region to safeguard Armenia
against the aggressive tactics of its neighbors.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues stand
with me in recognizing this tragic moment in
history. Through recognizing the atrocities of
the past, we can build a more peaceful future.

———

IN SUPPORT OF FUNDING FOR
PUBLIC LIBRARIES

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 18, 2011

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to oppose Rep. ScOTT GARRETT's
amendment to the FY2011 Continuing Resolu-
tion. His proposal to erase funding for the In-
stitute of Museum and Library Services will ef-
fectively eliminate all specific federal funding
for libraries. Doing so would cut off access to
information for millions of Americans.

| believe our government needs to be more
fiscally responsible, but as the son a librarian,
| know the high cost these cuts will have in
the long term. If we are serious about com-
peting in a global economy, we must provide
our children with the tools and resources to
succeed, and cutting funds for our libraries will
only hinder our chance to win the future.

As a nation, we cannot afford to cut our-
selves off from such necessary tools for eco-
nomic recovery as books, periodicals, news-
papers, the internet, and the bevy of informa-
tion our public libraries provide. If funding for
public libraries is removed, the Georgia Public
Library Service will no longer be able to pro-
vide the following:

The statewide network of high-speed Inter-
net data lines providing access to all 400+ li-
braries in Georgia

The award-winning, nationally-recognized
PINES network and statewide library card sys-
tem, which is used by more than 2.4 million
Georgians and provides statewide lending via
a shared database of more than 10 million
items

A Statewide daily courier service for inter-
library loans to the headquarters of all 61 pub-
lic library systems in Georgia—nearly 1 million
books shared in this way

“Talking book” library services for the blind
and other Georgians whose physical abilities
require the use of books and magazines in
audio format or in Braille—encompassing
more than 1 million annual circulations

The GALILEO online databases, which con-
tain essential quality digital resources for stu-
dents (kindergarten through higher education),
teachers, professors and public library users

The statewide Summer Reading Program,
which served approximately 450,000 children
in 2010—an increase of more than 10 percent
from 2009

Shared services that provide necessary
OCLC cataloging information and interlibrary
loan access to every library in the state

Continuing education programs and training
for library staff who work in all types of librar-
ies—public, university, K-12 and specialized—
and for trustees
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Consulting services to assist in improving
local library operations in technology, govern-
ance, services to children, and other areas.

As we bounce back from the recession, it is
clear that more Georgians are turning to our
public libraries for informational and edu-
cational needs. Libraries play a critical role in
workforce recovery and economic develop-
ment throughout our state. These funds allow
Georgia’s libraries to take advantage of
economies of scale that benefit all libraries.
The loss of these critical funds would force the
elimination of services essential to Georgia
residents of all ages—and this, Mr. Speaker,
is at a cost we cannot afford!

————————

FULL-YEAR CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2011

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 15, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) making appro-
priations for the Department of Defense and
the other departments and agencies of the
Government for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2011, and for other purposes:

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Chair, I've come to the floor today to talk
about a crisis our country is facing. I'm not
here to talk about the deficit, which is also a
problem, but one which pales in importance to
the crisis of America’s declining economic
competitiveness.

| say that the deficit problem pales in com-
parison to our declining competitiveness be-
cause without a robust and innovative econ-
omy, it will be next to impossible to ever truly
reduce our national deficit.

For some time, important leaders in our
business and academic community have
warned us about this crisis.

In 2005, a National Academies panel
chaired by former Lockheed Martin CEO Norm
Augustine released the report, “Rising Above
the Gathering Storm.”

This report warned that without a focused
effort by the Federal Government, the future of
American competitiveness was bleak.

It recommended increased efforts in
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics education, also referred to as STEM
education, and increased federal investment in
research and development.

I's not a mystery why that distinguished
group made those recommendations: it has
long been clear that technological innovation
creates jobs, and that Federal investments in
R&D have had a major positive impact on in-
novation in this country.

Our economic rivals understand all too well
that America’s great economic success has
been a direct result of our innovation. And
these competitors have begun to pour their re-
sources into research and development and
into STEM education.

Those investments are bearing fruit:

In 2004 China overtook the United States to
become the world’s leading exporter of infor-
mation and communications technology
goods.

China, Japan, India, and South Korea all
graduate more engineers each year than the
United States.
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U.S. student scores in STEM achievement
continue to decline in worldwide comparisons.

So what do we do about it? Once the prob-
lem was identified, the Democratically-con-
trolled Congress immediately focused on com-
ing up with solutions.

Over the past four years, we passed bills
like the America COMPETES Act, which put
NSF, NIST, and the Department of Energy’s
Office of Science on a doubling path.

We've been changing the way America’s
children are taught science and math by put-
ting in classrooms teachers who actually have
a background and training in those fields, and
we’ve been working to increase opportunities
for minorities to contribute their talents to our
scientific and technological initiatives.

And we’ve been investing in clean energy
technology development so that America can
one day be an energy exporter instead of an
energy importer.

Unfortunately, all that work, and all that
progress in keeping America competitive is
about to be undone. My Republican col-
leagues have proposed a budget for the rest
of 2011 which will severely wound our coun-
try’s research and development capabilities,
and stifle our innovation engine.

Let me cite just a few of the consequences
that would flow from enactment of this ill-con-
sidered CR:

At the Department of Energy:

Cuts to the Department of Energy will slow
down the progress the country has made in
demonstrating and deploying carbon capture
and sequestration technologies, solar energy
and cost-saving energy efficiency tech-
nologies.

The cuts in the CR will force a number of
world-class labs, which undertake research on
cutting edge energy technologies to solve eco-
nomic and environmental problems, to shut
down.

Thousands of scientific and technical staff at
the national labs, universities and companies
will be laid off, or worse, go to our competitors
for support.

This could lead to the United States being
even more dependent on other countries for
clean energy technologies.

STEM education programs will be cut or
eliminated at a time when China is graduating
six engineers for every one of ours. We need
to capitalize on the interests of our students
who are ready and willing to solve our coun-
try’s energy and environment problems.

At the EPA:

A reduction on the order of $3 billion to
EPA’s science programs will negatively impact
our ability to find new and innovative solutions
to 21st century environmental and public
health challenges.

The proposed water research reductions will
impact EPA’s ability to ensure the Nation’s
water infrastructure is capable of the sustained
delivery of safe water as well as the safe and
sustainable removal and treatment of waste
water.

At NOAA:

NOAA'’s weather satellite programs are al-
ready in trouble during this difficult economic
time.

Without proper additional funding of our sat-
ellite programs, we will be faced with less ac-
curate and timely weather predictions. We are
not just talking about taking our country back
to 2008. We are talking about rewinding the
clock two decades. We could soon be relying
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on 20 year ago weather forecasting capabili-
ties.

| think we are all very well aware that over
70 percent of airplane flight delays are caused
by weather. If FAA doesn’'t have the weather
information it needs to safely and efficiently
control the nation’s air traffic, we face both in-
creased delays and risks to the flying public.

We are potentially putting our lives, prop-
erty, and critical infrastructure in danger. With-
out accurate and timely information, we would
no longer see the 2-3 day advance warnings
of extreme weather events on which we de-
pend.

This will also make it extremely difficult to
conduct safe and strategic evacuations of
American people during extreme weather
events, which have been faced by many re-
gions of our country in recent years.

| could go on and on and cite some of the
adverse consequences to each of our agen-
cies and to vital governmental activities that
will occur if this CR is adopted, but | think
Members now have an idea of what is at
stake.

And make no mistake, this is job-killing CR.

What makes this bill so dangerous is that it
won’t just kill jobs today. It won't just kill jobs
this year. These cuts to our research and de-
velopment funding will kill jobs for years to
come.

As President Obama noted in his State of
the Union address, if an airplane is over-
loaded, you don’t lighten the load by cutting
off the engines.

That's exactly what this Republican budget
plan does: it cuts the engine off of our econ-
omy.

Unfortunately, our children and our grand-
children will be the ones who ultimately pay
the price for these efforts when they inherit an
America that is no longer the world leader in
innovation.

| urge my colleagues to reject the cuts being
proposed in the Republican CR. We can do
better.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BLAKE FARENTHOLD

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 18, 2011

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 88, | missed the vote due to a previously
scheduled satellite interview in my district. Had
| been present, | would have voted “no.”

—————

OPPOSITION TO McCLINTOCK
AMENDMENT #287, TO ELIMINATE
FUNDING TO INTER AMERICAN
FOUNDATION (IAF)

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 18, 2011

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to express
my strong opposition to amendment #287, in-
troduced by our colleague Rep. MCCLINTOCK
of California. Amendment #287 would elimi-
nate all funding for the Inter American Foun-
dation in the proposed FY2011 Continuing
Resolution. This devastating cut would have
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severe immediate and long term impacts on
the most vulnerable communities who share
the same hemisphere as the United States.

The United States has a vested interest in
assuring that the poorest communities have
the resources to organize, develop, and ad-
vance. The |IAF works to promote economic
opportunity, reduce poverty and foster civic
and social inclusion in Latin America and the
Caribbean, consistent with U.S. foreign policy
and national security interests.

Without such proactive measures in inter-
national economic opportunity and develop-
ment, the United States would cripple its own
internal interest in the areas of drug trafficking,
immigration, and maintaining its role as a pro-
moter of democracy globally. There are many
adverse consequences if programs like IAF
ceases to exist. Studies show that farmers
and agricultural workers of poverty-stricken
communities migrate far from their families to
make a living, and in many Latin American
countries, like Colombia, this often means
driving small farmers into illicit coca cultivation.
Cutting IAF funds will aid in forcing men and
women into the dangerous, yet lucrative work
of narcotics production just to provide basic
needs for their families.

There is a myth that foreign assistance
using public funds is ineffective and inefficient.
That is farther from the truth. IAF is a conduit
to creating future allies; future business part-
ners, and future collaborators. Investing in
self-help solutions which enable the poor to
help themselves ultimately creates an intimate
bond between nations. As our world becomes
more competitive in everything from education
to science to defense, we must not cut our-
selves off from future relationships by cutting
developing countries off from aid today.

One of the many countries that would be af-
fected by this cut is Haiti. Haiti is a nation that
suffered one of the greatest devastations in
history, with a 7.4 magnitude earthquake that
killed over 200,000 people, affected over 2
million Haitians, and destroyed their capitol,
Port au Prince. While much aid has gone to-
wards immediate disaster relief, the United
States seeks to gain enormously by sup-
porting sustainable solutions that IAF currently
helps fund.

IAF provides grants for the Haitian Partners
for Christian Development—an organization
that continues its services as a business incu-
bator, which includes reaching women entre-
preneurs and supporting them with business
endeavors. Such seed money literally pro-
duces economic leaders which are necessary
to shape the Haiti of tomorrow.

Through a single grant, IAF also has a
project which provides farmers displaced by
the 2010 earthquake with agricultural training
and technical assistance, as well as give edu-
cation scholarships to 100 displaced children,
and distributes food to another 150 quake vic-
tims.

With all the tremors the people of Haiti still
are enduring, IAF is essential to ensuring
these survivors do not experience a social
aftershock due to cutting funding that ulti-
mately has long-term benefits for both Haiti
and the United States.

Being the leaders in international economic
empowerment today is a wise investment for
tomorrow.

| urge you to join me in opposing this
amendment.
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OPPOSITION TO H.R. 1 GARRETT
AMENDMENT 34

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 18, 2011

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in op-
position to the amendments offered by Rep-
resentative GARRETT to eliminate funding for
the National Endowment for the Arts and the
National Endowment for the Humanities, as
well as the amendments by Representatives
WALBERG and CANSECO to decrease such
funding.

As a member of the Congressional Arts
Caucus, | believe that the arts play a crucial
role in our society, enhancing our creativity,
promoting critical aspects of education, and
providing Americans with the opportunity to
view works of beauty and personal expres-
sion. Furthermore, the arts inspire our children
to explore their own creativity and encourage
positive development in the course of their
educational careers. The arts are a funda-
mental component of our society and warrant
federal funding.

As noted by Americans for the Arts in its re-
port Arts and Economic Prosperity Ill, across
the county “nonprofit arts and culture industry
generates $166.2 billion in economic activity
every year.” The report also details that the
arts support 5.7 million jobs and generate
$29.6 billion in government revenue. In my
district in New Jersey alone, as of January
2010, there were 1,841 arts-related busi-
nesses employing almost 10,000 people. So
not only are the arts good for our cultural de-
velopment as a society, they are good for our
economic development as well.

| have heard from hundreds of my constitu-
ents on this matter, and nearly every one has
pleaded with me to preserve as much funding
as possible for the arts. As one of them said,
poignantly, “a nation without culture is a na-
tion without a soul.”

| strongly oppose any cuts to the National
Endowment for the Arts and the National En-
dowment for the Humanities, and | urge my
colleagues to oppose the amendments offered
by Representatives GARRETT, WALBERG and
CANSECO on this subject.

————

FULL-YEAR CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2011

SPEECH OF

HON. CYNTHIA M. LUMMIS

OF WYOMING
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) making appro-
priations for the Department of Defense and
the other departments and agencies of the
Government for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30,2011, and for other purposes:

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Chair, | along with Rep-
resentative  GWEN MOORE from Wisconsin,
submit the following statement on H.R. 1, the
Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act for
2011.

As Co-Chairs of the bipartisan Women’s
Caucus, the Special Supplemental Food Pro-
gram for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)
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