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advised that they could do nothing be-
cause it was a ‘‘he said, she said’’ situa-
tion. 

Five days later, on November 12, the 
coworker sexually assaulted her in the 
restroom. He pushed her up against the 
left side of the wall, took his right 
hand and pulled her pants and under-
wear down and then used his hand to 
rub her vagina. He simultaneously 
ground his penis against her and talked 
about how much he was enjoying the 
assault. 

Technical Sergeant Gallagher de-
scribed the incident this way to NBC: 
‘‘I thought he was going to kill me that 
night. I felt completely isolated and 
alone and really scared. Here I was in 
the middle of a foreign country in the 
middle of a war.’’ 

Sergeant Gallagher did not report 
the violent assault immediately be-
cause command had advised her that 
nothing could be done after she had re-
ported the coworker’s threatening be-
havior before. Two weeks later, when 
she was asked for more details of the 
events on November 5 and 7, at that 
point she reported the violent assault. 
Command’s only response was to reas-
sign the assailant and order him to re-
frain from any contact with her. She 
was then lectured by the base chaplain, 
who claimed that 96 percent of sexual 
assaults on women occur when drink-
ing is involved. Technical Sergeant 
Gallagher had not been drinking during 
any of the assaults. 

This is a harrowing story, and it’s 
one of 19,000 that must be heard. Tech-
nical Sergeant Gallagher fought for us. 
It’s now time for us to fight for her. 
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VOTE ‘‘NO’’ ON THE ‘‘DIRTY AIR 
ACT’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HEINRICH. Madam Speaker, 14 
weeks have gone by and the Republican 
majority has still not offered a single 
jobs package. Instead, we continue to 
see radical attacks on everything from 
Medicare to vital clean air protections. 

The dirty air act that we’re consid-
ering today destroys the EPA’s ability 
to limit air pollution under the Clean 
Air Act, an unprecedented move that 
ignores scientific consensus and public 
health. Instead of creating jobs, the 
Republicans are asking us to pass legis-
lation that would put our Nation’s 
health and safety at risk. 

This radical bill also halts a measure 
that would save American families 
thousands of dollars a year in fuel 
costs and make America more energy 
independent. We must make our policy 
decisions based on science, not on poli-
tics. 

I would urge my colleagues to vote 
against this dirty air act today. 
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SUPPORT THE BATFE REFORM 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. ALTMIRE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to ask my colleagues to sup-
port a legislative effort to modernize 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms, and Explosives. I have joined 
with Congressman STEVE KING to in-
troduce the BATFE Reform Act, which 
will safeguard American citizens’ Sec-
ond Amendment rights by bringing 
commonsense reform to the BATFE so 
that it can do a better job of punishing 
lawbreakers and keeping guns out of 
the hands of criminals, without placing 
undue restrictions on local businesses 
in this difficult economy. 

Our proposed legislation would make 
sure that federally licensed firearms 
dealers are not subject to poorly for-
mulated and unnecessary regulations 
by updating the rules and potential 
penalties governing individuals and 
businesses that hold a Federal firearms 
license so they are clear and fair. 

Our goal is to create a fair system 
under which firearms dealers with 
minor paperwork errors are no longer 
threatened with the loss of their liveli-
hoods. Defining a willful violation is an 
important step in clarifying the way 
Federal firearms license holders are 
punished by the BATFE. Currently, the 
Bureau is limited in most cases to ei-
ther giving a warning or totally revok-
ing a license, no matter how minor or 
severe the violation. That’s the current 
law. But I believe that these small 
business owners and law-abiding citi-
zens should not be so harshly punished 
for small or even insignificant book-
keeping errors. 

Our legislation would create a new 
system of penalties for Federal fire-
arms license holders who commit 
minor violations, and prevent the Bu-
reau from revoking Federal firearms li-
censes for minor technical violations 
such as improperly using abbreviations 
or filing records in the wrong order. 
Revocation of a license could still be 
an option for the BATFE to punish 
willful violation of the law, but it 
would not be the only option. 

The BATFE Reform Act would also 
make commonsense reforms to help 
small businesses that sell firearms. For 
example, it would provide a Federal 
firearms license holder with the time 
to liquidate their inventory if they are 
going out of business. It would also 
allow a grace period for people taking 
over an existing firearms business in 
which they can correct preexisting 
record-keeping violations from the pre-
vious owner and make necessary up-
dates to the license application proce-
dures. 

Our bill would permanently ban the 
creation of a centralized electronic 
index of dealers’ records to protect gun 
owners’ privacy and ensure that law- 

abiding gun owners will not unknow-
ingly end up in a Federal gun registra-
tion database. Congress has included 
this language in its annual appropria-
tions bills banning the creation of an 
index for more than a decade. This 
time we want to give it the weight of 
law so we can give gun owners cer-
tainty and make this policy part of the 
existing law. 

The NRA has endorsed this legisla-
tion, and I would ask my fellow Rep-
resentatives to show their support for 
the Second Amendment and small busi-
nesses nationwide by cosponsoring the 
BATFE Reform Act. 
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REMEMBERING APRIL 10 IN 
POLISH HISTORY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to honor the memory today of the vic-
tims of the April 10, 2010, plane crash in 
Smolensk, Russia, that 1 year ago 
killed much of the Nation of Poland’s 
national leadership. Last year, the 
House and Senate overwhelmingly 
passed resolutions to express America’s 
unwavering support for the people and 
Government of Poland, and to offer our 
heartfelt sympathies for the families 
and loved ones of those who perished. 

April 10 has long been a day of mem-
ory for the Polish people and those of 
Polish descent, because on that day 71 
years ago the Soviets carried out a hor-
rific act against the Polish people. I 
am talking about the Katyn Forest 
massacre. Last year, Polish President 
Lech Kaczynski was leading a Polish 
delegation to Russia for the 70th com-
memoration of that massacre. This was 
to be an historic event because it was 
also to be the first time that a Russian 
leader was to attend the commemora-
tion. 

The truth of the Katyn Forest mas-
sacre was hidden and lied about for 
decades. And today, the entire world 
knows that in 1940 the Soviet secret po-
lice were ordered by Joseph Stalin to 
systematically round up and murder 
all of Poland’s officers, intellectuals, 
national leaders, teachers, university 
presidents. As many as 22,000 people 
were killed in that heinous crime. 

For decades, the Soviets tried to 
cover up their guilt by blaming this 
atrocity on the Nazis. There is plenty 
of blame for them too, but the truth of 
Katyn was never told. 

I am proud that this country and this 
House have long demanded that the 
truth about the Katyn massacre be ex-
posed. In 1951, it was this House of Rep-
resentatives that established a select 
committee to conduct and investigate 
the facts, evidence, and circumstances 
of the Katyn Forest massacre. One 
year later, the committee unanimously 
concluded that the Soviets had been re-
sponsible. Unconscionably, the Soviets 
continued to deny their actions until 
President Mikhail Gorbachev made a 
statement on April 13, 1990. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 04:25 May 09, 2012 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD11\RECFILES\H06AP1.REC H06AP1bj
ne

al
 o

n 
D

S
K

2T
W

X
8P

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-26T17:32:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




