April 6, 2011

We knew that the 70th commemora-
tion of this atrocity was to be historic.
But the world was further shocked that
this tragic day was to witness yet an-
other obliteration of the leaders of the
Polish Nation. Last April 10, the Polish
President’s airliner, a Russian Tupelov
TU-154M that had been recently over-
hauled in Russia, crashed as it was
landing near Smolensk. Everyone on
board, all 96 people, were Killed, includ-
ing Poland’s President, its first lady,
the deputy foreign minister, the deputy
defense minister, the director of na-
tional intelligence, dozens of members
of Parliament, the chiefs of staff of the
Army and Navy, along with the presi-
dent of the Polish bank.

Also on board the plane was Anna
Walentynowicz, the former dock work-
er whose firing in 1980 sparked Poland’s
heroic Solidarity strike that ulti-
mately overthrew the Communist Gov-
ernment of Poland. Ryszard
Kaczorowski, who served as Poland’s
final President in exile before the
country’s return to democracy, was
killed, as well as Wojciech Seweryn, a
Chicago artist whose father was killed
in Katyn.

I want to honor their memory today
and the memory of all those who were
killed at Katyn. And | want to express
our support for the Polish people and
the Polish Government as it seeks full
answers surrounding the plane crash,
particularly access to the black boxes
that were taken by Russia, and the
government’s other physical materials
held related to this tragedy.

Poland is a strong U.S. ally. Polish
leaders like Thaddeus Kosciuszko
helped fight for our country’s freedom
when our Republic was founded over
200 years ago. And America stood with
Poland’s Solidarity movement as it
fought against the oppression of the
Communists. In the face of these dual
tragedies, at Smolensk April 10, 2010,
and Katyn in 1940, America stands with
the liberty-loving people of Poland.

———

U.S. MANUFACTURING AND CHI-
NA’S CURRENCY MANIPULATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maine (Mr. MicHAUD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to express my concern about
the decline in U.S. manufacturing and
China’s currency manipulation. It is
time our government responded to
these issues by developing a national
manufacturing strategy and bringing
to the floor immediately H.R. 639, the
Currency Reform for Fair Trade Act.

This chart here shows a significant
drop in manufacturing employment in
the United States. We have lost nearly
6 million manufacturing jobs in the
last decade alone. At our current rate,
it will take us 24 years to get back the
U.S. manufacturing jobs that we have
lost between the year 2000 and 2010.
Just last month, a report revealed that
United States manufacturing is now in
second place behind China. Making
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things here at home is critical for our
economic diversity, our national secu-
rity, and just makes common sense.
China’s enormous growth in manufac-
turing has come at America’s expense,
and it is bad for American businesses
and American jobs.

There are many reasons for our man-
ufacturing sector’s decline. | want to
highlight two that the Obama adminis-
tration and Congress can act upon
today. First, we need to develop, adopt,
and adhere to a comprehensive na-
tional manufacturing strategy. Second,
we need to address China’s currency
manipulation and stop giving our man-
ufacturing jobs to Beijing.

A national manufacturing strategy
makes sense. Many developed econo-
mies and many of our competitors, in-
cluding China, have them. If China is
going to implement nationwide policies
designed to boost specific sectors, so
should we. Our strategy should not in-
volve illegal trade practices like China,
but it should involve clear objectives.
We should ask ourselves the question,
what should the American manufac-
turing sector look like? | believe a di-
verse, robust manufacturing sector is
key to a strong American economy and
critical to our national security.
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The strategy should also evaluate
what policy changes are needed to pro-
mote more domestic production. We
should seek the input from companies
that currently choose to make their
products in the U.S., and we should
also consider ways to incentivize U.S.
production through our tax structure.

And, finally, the manufacturing
strategy should establish clear metrics
of success over the short, medium and
long term. Our manufacturing sector
has declined over the last several dec-
ades, and it won’t be rebuilt overnight.
But if we are going to reclaim our spot
as a leader in manufacturing, we are
going to have to have our own roadmap
for the United States manufacturing
industry.

The second thing we should do to
help U.S. manufacturing is address Chi-
na’s currency manipulation. By devalu-
ing the yuan, China makes their ex-
ports cheaper and U.S. imports more
expensive.

This is unfair, and it creates an
unlevel playing field that forces U.S.
businesses to close their doors here in
the United States. We cannot wait any
longer to take action. Diplomacy has
not worked, so we must seek legisla-
tive action.

Congress must pass the Currency Re-
form for Fair Trade Act immediately,
and President Obama must sign it. In
addition, the United States should
bring a WTO case against China for
undervaluing its currency. We have to
fight this blatant violation of trade law
through every step available to do
that.

China’s currency manipulations put
Americans out of work and force Amer-
ican businesses to close their doors. We
must act with urgency to stop that.
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I urge my colleagues to support a na-
tional manufacturing strategy and
urge the House leadership to bring H.R.
639 to the floor for a vote immediately.

———

ONE-WEEK CONTINUING
RESOLUTION/2012 BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, budg-
ets are not simply about dollars and
cents. They are about values and prior-
ities. And the debate over spending has
revealed Republican priorities, in my
opinion, in the worst possible light.

First, Republicans passed a spending
plan for the remainder of the fiscal
year that would cripple America’s abil-
ity to out-innovate, out-educate, and
out-build its competitors. That spend-
ing plan would cut billions in medical
and energy research, cut out support
for 20,000 research scientists, Kick
200,000 children out of Head Start, put
college out of reach for millions of
middle class students, and end vital in-
frastructure projects in 40 States, in-
frastructure projects which provide
American jobs.

A consensus of nonpartisan econo-
mists has found that the plan will cost
us hundreds of thousands of jobs. And
Mark Zandi, Moody’s Analytics chief
economist and an adviser to Senator
MCCAIN’s Presidential campaign, said
that it would cost almost 700,000 jobs.

In addition to these skewed prior-
ities, Republicans are insisting that
any bill, any bill to keep the govern-
ment open must also include con-
troversial social policy provisions that
have little, if anything, to do with the
deficit, even though their own Pledge
to America promised to ‘““end the prac-
tice of packaging unpopular bills with
'must-pass’ legislation,” Dbills that
should pass on their merits, not as re-
lated to some extraneous issue.

Rather than compromise with Presi-
dent Obama, with the Democrats in the
Senate and the House, Republicans are
threatening, once again, to shut down
government as they did in 1995.

Now they tell us that they will back
off on their threat but only if we pass
a partisan, l-week spending bill that
triples the ransom to keep the govern-
ment open. In other words, this bill
contains three times the weekly cuts
as the last week-to-week bill did. It
also takes all cuts from only a small
slice of the budget.

Frankly, Madam Speaker, that
makes this latest bill a mockery of fis-
cal responsibility, especially because it
leaves entirely untouched for the rest
of the year what the Secretary of De-
fense himself has called the Pentagon’s
“culture of endless money.” This par-
tisan patch contradicts Republicans’
own promises to put everything on the
table, defense spending included.

Listen to their own words, as re-
ported by the Associated Press on Jan-
uary 23: “The House’s new majority
leader, Representative ERIC CANTOR of
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