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Courageous and principled leaders 

like these give us hope that a free Cuba 
is an inevitable destiny. They also give 
us hope that soon we will be able to 
achieve President John F. Kennedy’s 
December 1962 promise to surviving 
Bay of Pigs veterans that their battle 
flag ‘‘will be returned to this brigade in 
a free Havana.’’ 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 141—RECOG-
NIZING THE EFFORTS AND AC-
COMPLISHMENTS OF THE GOD’S 
CHILD PROJECT AND CONGRATU-
LATING THE GOD’S CHILD 
PROJECT ON ITS 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

Mr. CONRAD (for himself and Mr. 
HOEVEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 141 

Whereas international educator, human 
rights leader, and native of the State of 
North Dakota Patrick Atkinson, deeply con-
cerned about the plight of poor and exploited 
children around the globe, established the 
nonprofit GOD’S CHILD Project in 1991 with 
the mission of breaking the bitter chains of 
poverty through education and information; 

Whereas the GOD’S CHILD Project has a 
global presence, serving the most vulnerable 
women and children on 3 continents, with 
operations in El Salvador, Guatemala, India, 
Malawi, and the United States; 

Whereas the international GOD’S CHILD 
Project, true to its roots, maintains its glob-
al headquarters in Bismarck, North Dakota, 
the hometown of Patrick Atkinson; 

Whereas more than 5,000 orphaned, aban-
doned, and impoverished children and nearly 
8,700 widowed, abandoned, and single moth-
ers and their dependents receive care from, 
and are educated by, the GOD’S CHILD 
Project; 

Whereas since the GOD’S CHILD Project 
was founded, more than 18,000 parentless 
children and thousands more women have 
been given hope by the GOD’S CHILD 
Project; 

Whereas the GOD’S CHILD Project, taking 
a comprehensive view of helping the des-
titute and exploited break free from poverty 
and oppression, operates schools, a family 
clinic, social work department, psychology 
clinic, domestic violence program, legal aid 
department, and a center for malnourished 
children; 

Whereas in response to the transnational 
problem of human trafficking, the GOD’S 
CHILD Project established the Institute for 
Trafficked, Exploited, and Missing Persons 
in 2001 to address the issues of human traf-
ficking and exploitation, which are particu-
larly severe in Central America; 

Whereas the GOD’S CHILD Project is often 
1 of the first organizations to respond to dev-
astating natural disasters, including Trop-
ical Storm Agatha, which ravaged Central 
America in 2010, taking nearly 180 lives and 
destroying the homes of thousands; 

Whereas each year, approximately 2,500 
volunteers and 45 homebuilding groups from 
around the world join with the GOD’S CHILD 
Project staff to compassionately serve their 
brothers and sisters in need; and 

Whereas the GOD’S CHILD Project and 
Patrick Atkinson have received numerous 
accolades recognizing their service to the 
poor from United States and foreign organi-
zations, including the Guatemalan Congres-
sional Medal of Honor, Guatemala’s Goodwill 
Ambassador For Peace, and the 2010 Humani-

tarian Award from the Bismarck City 
Human Rights Commission: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the GOD’S CHILD 

Project on its 20th anniversary; 
(2) commends the GOD’S CHILD Project 

for its charitable service to the poor and its 
efforts to help thousands break the bonds of 
poverty and exploitation; and 

(3) recognizes those individuals who have 
served impoverished children and women 
throughout the world under the auspices of 
the GOD’S CHILD Project, including the vol-
unteers, staff, and founder and executive di-
rector, Patrick Atkinson, of the GOD’S 
CHILD Project. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 142—CON-
GRATULATING THE LADY 
AGGIES OF TEXAS A&M UNIVER-
SITY ON WINNING THE 2011 NA-
TIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION DIVISION I WOM-
EN’S BASKETBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself and 
Mr. CORNYN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 142 

Whereas the Texas A&M University wom-
en’s basketball team, the Lady Aggies, won 
its first National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation Division I Women’s Basketball 
Championship (referred to in this preamble 
as the ‘‘national championship’’) by defeat-
ing Notre Dame by a score of 76 to 70, becom-
ing the first team to win the national cham-
pionship title on its initial try since 2005; 

Whereas the Lady Aggies finished the 2010- 
2011 season with an impressive record of 33 
wins and 5 losses; 

Whereas Coach Gary Blair brought the 
Lady Aggies to their first NCAA National 
Women’s Basketball Championship with a 
starting lineup that included Danielle 
Adams, Sydney Carter, Sydney Colson, 
Adaora Elonu, and Tyra White; 

Whereas Tyra White led the Lady Aggies 
to victory with a 3-point shot with only 65 
seconds remaining on the clock and was 
named to the all-tournament team; 

Whereas All-American Danielle Adams 
scored 30 points, the second-highest number 
of points ever scored in a national champion-
ship game, and finished the 2010-2011 season 
with more than 800 points; 

Whereas the Lady Aggies should all be 
commended for their teamwork; 

Whereas Texas A&M University joins the 
ranks of the University of Texas, Baylor, and 
Texas Tech as women’s basketball national 
champions, demonstrating the excellence of 
Texas A&M University in both athletics and 
academics; 

Whereas the Lady Aggies have signifi-
cantly advanced the sport of women’s bas-
ketball by demonstrating hard work and 
sportsmanship; 

Whereas the Lady Aggies overcame intense 
competition and defied expectations in a 
very exciting final game; 

Whereas the accomplishment of the Lady 
Aggies is another testament to the strength 
of women across the State of Texas; and 

Whereas the Lady Aggies are the pride of 
their loyal fans, current and former stu-
dents, and the rest of the Lone Star State: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate congratulates 
the Lady Aggies of Texas A&M University 
on— 

(1) winning the 2011 National Collegiate 
Athletic Association Division I Women’s 
Basketball Championship; and 

(2) completing the 2010-2011 women’s bas-
ketball season with a record of 33 wins and 5 
losses. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 143—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL SAFE 
DIGGING MONTH 

Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself and 
Mr. THUNE) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 143 

Whereas each year, the underground util-
ity infrastructure of the United States, in-
cluding pipelines, electric, gas, tele-
communications, water, sewer, and cable tel-
evision lines, is jeopardized by unintentional 
damage caused by those who fail to have un-
derground lines located prior to digging; 

Whereas some utility lines are buried only 
a few inches underground, making the lines 
easy to strike, even during shallow digging 
projects; 

Whereas digging prior to locating under-
ground utility lines often results in unin-
tended consequences, such as service inter-
ruption, environmental damage, personal in-
jury, and even death; 

Whereas the month of April marks the be-
ginning of the peak period during which ex-
cavation projects are carried out around the 
United States; 

Whereas in 2002, Congress required the De-
partment of Transportation and the Federal 
Communications Commission to establish a 
3-digit, nationwide, toll-free number to be 
used by State ‘‘One Call’’ systems to provide 
information on underground utility lines; 

Whereas in 2005, the Federal Communica-
tions Commission designated ‘‘811’’ as the 
nationwide ‘‘One Call’’ number for home-
owners and excavators to use to obtain infor-
mation on underground utility lines before 
conducting excavation activities; 

Whereas ‘‘811’’ has helped reduce the 
amount of digging damage caused by a fail-
ure to call before digging from 57 percent in 
2004 to 37.5 percent in 2009; 

Whereas the 1,400 members of the Common 
Ground Alliance, who are dedicated to ensur-
ing public safety, environmental protection, 
and the integrity of services, promote the 
national ‘‘Call Before You Dig’’ campaign to 
increase public awareness about the impor-
tance of homeowners and excavators calling 
811 to find out the exact location of under-
ground lines; and 

Whereas the Common Ground Alliance has 
designated April as ‘‘National Safe Digging 
Month’’ to increase awareness of safe digging 
practices across the United States and to 
celebrate the anniversary of 811, the national 
‘‘Call Before You Dig’’ number: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Safe Digging Month; and 
(2) encourages all homeowners and exca-

vators throughout the United States to call 
811 before digging. 
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