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Stanley. Betty passed away in 1981 and
later Dick married Patricia McConnell.
As a young man, Dick was very busy
owning a succession of fishing boats,
bartending at the American Legion,
and working for many years as a pipe-
fitter. While the early years were
tough raising his growing family, he
certainly succeeded in raising a loving
family. He continued to work as a com-
mercial fisherman for nearly 70 years.

Dick entered public service early,
serving on the territorial public utili-
ties board. He entered the political
arena in the early 1960s in Sitka where
he was elected to the assembly and
went on to become mayor. At the State
level, Dick served as a member of the
Alaska House of Representatives from
1968 to 1970 and 1972 to 1980 and as a
member of the Alaska Senate from 1980
to 1992. Dick also worked for his com-
munity as a member of the VFW, the
Elks, the Moose and the Masons.

In his 22 years in the Alaska Legisla-
ture, he championed the interests of
fishermen and fishing communities. He
fought for sustainable yield manage-
ment of our fisheries and the hatchery
system, and against fin fish farming
and illegal high seas fishing.

Over the course of time, the fin fish
farming ban has changed in the mind of
Alaskans. The universally popular idea
in Alaska was once much more con-
troversial. In 1988, salmon prices soared
to levels not seen again until lately
giving corporations and other busi-
nesses an opportunity to compete in
the emerging farmed salmon market.

Dick wisely saw that to protect the
wild stocks and the people who earned
a living off of them was more than a
temporary issue. Dick recognized the
long lasting effects that his legislation
could offer. His legacy of protecting
wild salmon and promoting quality
salmon is not bound to Alaska: his leg-
acy is enjoyed by those even beyond
the reaches of this Nation.

Dick would say that he merely
worked to protect a way of life, but it
was his own way of life that typically
allowed him to shine brighter than oth-
ers and to succeed. He was acutely
aware of how to communicate and bar-
gain among his colleagues. By all ac-
counts, Dick was not likely to let his
title or power go to his head, even
though he had plenty of both. He was
the consummate statesman. He was
fair and knew how to roll with the
punches in a way that only he could.

Dick leaves an esteemed legacy that
Alaska will benefit from for years to
come. I extend my sympathies to the
Eliason family and feel blessed to have
known this great Alaskan.e

REMEMBERING JAMES MARTIN
FITZGERALD

e Ms. MURKOWSKI. My home State of
Alaska is a young State. Barely over 50
years old. I often marvel at the fact
that so many of those who led Alaska
during territorial days and were instru-
mental in the statehood movement
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also played important roles in
poststatehood modern Alaska. Very
few of our 50 states can boast that its
founders are still around to guide the
current generation of leaders. Alaska
has been deeply fortunate in this re-
spect. And we’ve never taken the wis-
dom of these individuals for granted.

I speak today to honor the life of one
of these individuals who passed away
last week—=Senior U.S. District Judge
James Martin Fitzgerald, a member of
Alaska’s Territorial Bar, one of the
first eight individuals selected to serve
on the Alaska Superior Court, an asso-
ciate justice of the Alaska Supreme
Court and a Federal judge since 1974.

Judge Fitzgerald was born in Port-
land, OR, in 1920. He enrolled in the
University of Oregon and played foot-
ball for the Ducks. But shortly there-
after he left college, when he was
called to active duty in the National
Guard. Following discharge from the
National Guard he resumed under-
graduate study at Willamette Univer-
sity, once again playing on the football
team.

But World War II interceded. On De-
cember 6, 1941, the Willamette team
played an away game at the University
of Hawaii. The next morning, the team
was waiting outside the Moana Loa
Hotel for a bus to take them on a
sightseeing tour as bombs fell on Pearl
Harbor.

The entire Willamette football team
was conscripted to help defend the Is-
land of Oahu. After brief training they
were armed with World War I era rifles
and put on guard duty at a Honolulu
High School. The team went on sentry
rotations to keep watch over nearby
water towers and storage tanks that
were potential Japanese targets. They
strung barbed wire along the Waikiki
beach.

The football team remained in Hono-
lulu for several weeks until their coach
convinced the captain of the SS Presi-
dent Coolidge to take the team home
in exchange for aiding the hundreds of
critically wounded servicemen that
were on board.

On Christmas Day 1941, the team ar-
rived in San Francisco. Judge Fitz-
gerald promptly enlisted in the U.S.
Marine Corps. He spent 5 years fighting
for our country as a radio gunner for a
torpedo squadron in the South Pacific.

Honorably discharged once again in
1946, Fitzgerald returned to Portland.
He married his wife Karin in 1950. Fitz-
gerald worked as a firefighter and re-
enrolled at Willamette where he com-
pleted work toward his B.A. and subse-
quently earned a law degree in 1951.
The newly married couple spent their
first summer in Ketchikan, Alaska
where he worked in a lumber mill and
a salmon cannery.

Upon graduation from law school,
Judge Fitzgerald returned to Ketch-
ikan. He served as an assistant U.S. at-
torney in Ketchikan for 4 years then
relocated to Anchorage where he
served as the city attorney.

Judge Fitzgerald was subsequently
named counsel to Alaska’s first Gov-
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ernor, William Egan, and was ap-
pointed the first commissioner of the
Alaska Department of Public Safety

In November 1959, Judge Fitzgerald
was selected to be one of the first eight
judges of the newly created Alaska Su-
perior Court, which is our trial court.
Prior to Alaska’s admission to the
statehood, the Federal Government
maintained the judicial system for the
territory. A new court system for our
new State had to be created from
scratch. The eight new judges were
promptly dispatched to New Jersey to
learn how a State trial court operates.
Among his colleagues on that trip was
Judge James von der Heydt, who like
Fitzgerald, would also one day serve on
the U.S. District Court.

Judge Fitzgerald was elevated to the
Alaska Supreme Court in 1972 and
served there until 1974 when he was
confirmed to serve on the federal
bench.

Judge Fitzgerald was sworn in as a
U.S. district judge on December 20,
1974. He served as chief judge of the
District of Alaska from 1984 until 1989
and became a senior district judge in
1989.

Judge James Fitzgerald passed away
surrounded by his family on April 3,
2011. He is survived by his wife Karin
Fitzgerald and their four children. On
behalf of my Senate colleagues, I ex-
tend condolences to Karin, dJudge
Fitzgerald’s family and his many
friends in the Alaska Bar and the com-
munity as a whole.

James Fitzgerald’s life was one of
sacrifice and public service. He set
aside his college education and an op-
portunity to play varsity football in
order to serve his country in time of
war. He was a dedicated attorney and
jurist who brought peace to the terri-
tory of Alaska and then went on to
help create Alaska’s highly respected
State court system before joining the
Federal bench. He served my beloved
State of Alaska for well over 50 years;
and it is my hope that his life will con-
tinue to serve as an inspiration to us
all.e

———

WISCONSIN CHAPTER OF THE
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHI-
TECTS

e Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, the Wis-
consin Chapter of the American Insti-
tute of Architects, ATIA Wisconsin, was
established in 1911 with a commitment
to creating better places to work and
live through architectural design and
advocacy. This year, we celebrate the
100-year anniversary of Wisconsin’s
ATA Chapter. I would like to congratu-
late all past and present members of
ATA Wisconsin for a century of service
and their devotion to designing the
buildings that are hallmarks of Wis-
consin’s architectural landscape.

Over the years, AIA Wisconsin has
developed into four active local chap-
ters, each covering a quadrant of our
State. With more than 1,300 members,
ATA Wisconsin brings fellowship to
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Wisconsin’s architects while providing
educational, public awareness and ad-
vocacy opportunities. Wisconsin archi-
tects are at the forefront of tech-
nology, keeping abreast of energy effi-
cient solutions that they integrate into
their designs. These innovations help
Wisconsin communities become more
sustainable and livable, a goal we can
all agree on.

Further, I am pleased to commend
ATA Wisconsin for its community in-
volvement. Wisconsin AIA provides
educational opportunities through or-
ganized programs, public lectures, ar-
chitectural competitions and edu-
cational summer camps in our state. I
am confident that AIA Wisconsin will
continue to provide these opportunities
and creative design solutions to create
a green economy in Wisconsin.

On behalf of our State and Nation, I
thank AIA Wisconsin for a century of
work that has connected and improved
Wisconsin’s architects, creating the
landmarks we have come to recognize
as part of our great State’s heritage.®

———

TRIBUTE TO JOHN PODHORETZ

e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President,
today I wish to congratulate John
Podhoretz, who next week will reach
one of life’s momentous, and too often
dreaded, milestones: turning 50 years of
age. John is today best known for his
work as editor of Commentary maga-
zine and for his regular column in the
New York Post, but these activities
only scratch the surface of his career.
While, God willing, John has many
more years ahead of him and much left
to do here, I believe this milestone is
an opportune moment to reflect upon
his many unique and influential con-
tributions to publishing, punditry, po-
litical thought, and pop culture.

Given his iconic lineage, it comes as
no surprise to me that John has accom-
plished so much in his first five dec-
ades. He was born of two intellectual
giants, Norman Podhoretz and Midge
Decter, and grew up on Manhattan’s
Upper West Side. He studied at the
University of Chicago, graduated from
there in 1981, and then settled in Wash-
ington, DC, to begin his promising ca-
reer.

He served as speechwriter to Presi-
dents Reagan and George H.W. Bush
and as special assistant to White House
drug czar, William Bennett. An accom-
plished journalist and writer, John has
contributed to the Washington Times,
the New York Post, US News & World
Report, and the American Spectator.
He is a refreshing critic of film and
popular culture, and he once dabbled in
entertainment as a consultant to the
popular political fiction show ‘‘The
West Wing.”” He is even a five-time
champion of the hit trivia game show
“Jeopardy!”’

John is what I would call an ‘‘idea
entrepreneur.”” He understands that
ideas have consequences and Kknows
how to spread those ideas near and far.
In 1995, together with Bill Kristol and
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Fred Barnes, John cofounded the Week-
ly Standard, a conservative opinion
journal which he still writes for today
as a movie critic. Over the years, the
Standard has become more than just
required reading for conservative
thinkers—it is read by policy and opin-
ion makers of all political stripes, and
it has enormous reach inside the Belt-
way and well beyond. Thanks to John’s
contributions, the Standard has be-
come, Well, a standard of political
thought leadership.

John followed in his father’s foot-
steps by becoming editor of Com-
mentary magazine, a profoundly influ-
ential journal that seamlessly tackles
the most pressing questions on polit-
ical, social and cultural issues. In 2007,
he launched the magazine’s widely read
and respected blog, Contentions, bring-
ing Commentary into the new age of
media. Just as he did with the Stand-
ard, John continues to prove at Com-
mentary that ideas are powerful.

John is unafraid to challenge conven-
tional wisdom and he is an unabashed
defender of the values that make our
country great: freedom, democracy,
human dignity, and economic oppor-
tunity. On top of all that, based on
watching and listening to him on that
great day in August 2006 when his dear
friend, Jacob Wisse, married my daugh-
ter, Becca Lieberman, John Podhoretz
is a surprisingly impressive dancer and
singer!

So, Mr. President, I congratulate
John on 50 years well done. He has
enormous personality, a great sense of
humor, and a lovely family. I wish
them happiness on this occasion. John,
Happy Birthday!e

————

TRIBUTE TO AL HAWKES

® Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I fre-
quently come to the floor to speak
about a Maine small business that has
done remarkable things in its commu-
nity, or a business owner who has made
a lasting impression on his or her com-
pany’s employees. Today, I wish to rec-
ognize a Maine entrepreneur who has
an inspiring life story that many have
never heard. It is with great pride that
I introduce to you a very special Maine
resident and lifelong musician, Mr.
Allerton Hawkes, whose amazing con-
tributions to Maine’s small business
community and to the entire Nation’s
bluegrass legacy know no bounds.

Mr. Hawkes was born on Christmas
Day, 1930, in the city of Providence, RI.
Soon thereafter, when Al was 10, his
family returned to the southern Maine
city of Westbrook to live on an old
family farm. As a young teenager in
the 1940s, Al began listening to blue-
grass music by tuning in to remote
Southern music radio stations, and he
was determined to play several
stringed instruments often associated
with bluegrass. He soon became friend
with a man named Alton Meyers,
whom he met scavenging through
record bins at a used furniture store in
Portland. Because of their shared love
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of music, they became the first inter-
racial duo to play bluegrass—pre-
senting many live performances and
radio shows until 1951, when both began
their service in the U.S. military.

This duo remains to this day, histori-
cally, our only interracial bluegrass
duo. Although Mr. Meyers passed away
in 2000, A1 Hawkes—now in his 80s, con-
tinues to be involved in the bluegrass
movement. Fortunately for all of us,
the bluegrass duo’s recordings have
been preserved forever by Bear Family
Records which has provided the Na-
tion’s audience with a compact disc re-
cording containing 70 minutes and 27
tracks of this special part of our Amer-
ican musical heritage. Furthermore, Al
has been joined by several friends in
compiling a CD to benefit research
combating Parkinson’s disease, which
is forthcoming.

Al continues to live in Maine and has
amassed a very valuable collection of
American bluegrass and country re-
cordings. He has been recognized by the
International Bluegrass Music Museum
as one of the pioneers in bluegrass at a
ceremony in Owensboro, KY. Al’s his-
torical legacy is contained in a docu-
mentary entitled ‘““The Eventful Life of
Al Hawkes,” which also recently aired
six times on Maine’s Public Broad-
casting Network. His famous remark
about his musical history—that he be-
lieves there is a ‘‘bluegrass gene”’
which he inherited—seems to reflect in
his additional musical accomplish-
ments, playing with other bluegrass
and country stars throughout the years
and being the recipient of 25 awards in
the musical lexicon.

Beyond bluegrass, Al’s deep-seated
Maine legacy revolves around a huge
sign of a repairman which, to this day,
is a famous landmark in southern
Maine. As a small business entre-
preneur who ran both a TV repair and
dry cleaning business in the note-
worthy Hawkes Plaza, Al actually
made and installed the famous icon
sign of the 13-foot high repairman who
once sported 385 light bulbs, fluores-
cent lights and moving parts which
gave the illusion of a walking repair-
man. To residents’ delight, the sign—
although no longer sporting the cre-
ative lights or moving parts—still re-
mains a treasure which sustains gener-
ational memories, nearly 50 years after
Al built it in 1962. Indeed, Maine’s
unique character has thus been sup-
ported by Al’s wonderful inventiveness
on several fronts throughout the years.

Al Hawkes is truly a Maine and na-
tional treasure whose inheritance of
that special ‘‘bluegrass gene’’ has pro-
vided us all with the rich and enter-
taining joy and privilege of listening to
great, distinctive American music. I
am proud that Al has chosen to stay in
Maine, and has led such a distinguished
and varied career, from small business
owner and entrepreneurs, to pioneering
and accomplished musician. I wish Al
all the best, and thank him for his out-
standing contributions to our Nation’s
cultural life.®
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