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stellar academic background. He grad-
uated cum laude with a B.S. in busi-
ness from Birmingham Southern Col-
lege. After managing a live music
venue in Birmingham for several years,
Bradley entered law school at the Uni-
versity of Alabama, where he served as
managing editor of the Journal of the
Legal Profession and was an active
member of the moot court board. Im-
mediately after being admitted to the
Alabama bar, Bradley joined my staff
on the Judiciary Committee.

In the 6 years he was with me, Brad-
ley served at various times as my legis-
lative counsel, senior counsel and dep-
uty chief counsel on the Subcommittee
on Administrative Oversight and the
Courts. Throughout that time, he has
worked to secure our borders, protect
our country from the threat of inter-
national terrorism, secure the private
property rights of artists and inventors
in the information age, and eliminate
wasteful spending and destructive liti-
gation. Perhaps most importantly, he
showed both courage and unwavering
leadership during the Senate’s debates
on comprehensive immigration reform
in 2006 and 2007. Bradley’s hard work
played an important role during the
DREAM Act debate last year. Bradley
was an effective staffer during debates
on the reauthorization of the USA PA-
TRIOT Act in 2005 and 2006. He also
participated in the constitutional ad-
vice and consent process for four Su-
preme Court confirmations and count-
less important executive branch nomi-
nations.

I would just conclude by thanking
Bradley for his hard work and for his
loyalty. He was more than willing to
invest the time and effort necessary to
handle a breadth of issues, and he did
so with great skill, professionalism and
integrity. He was with me during some
of the most critical times of my career
in the Senate thus far, and his insight
will be missed. He has been an excel-
lent public servant because he loves his
country and understands and defends
its exceptional core values. In addition,
he is fun to work with. I wish him the
best in his new endeavors.

———
TRIBUTE TO LUIS TIGERA

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment to congratulate
an extraordinary Illinoisan, Luis C.
Tigera. After serving with distinction
for 26 years with the Illinois State Po-
lice, First Deputy Director Tigera is
retiring as the highest ranking career
member of the organization and the
first Cuban American to hold such a
position in the agency.

Throughout his time with the Illinois
State Police, First Deputy Director
Tigera has served in a variety of posi-
tions with the organization. He started
his career in law enforcement by pa-
trolling the interstate system of the
Chicago area suburbs. He worked his
way up to overseeing the statewide
guns, drugs, gangs and money laun-
dering unit. Mr. Tigera also managed

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

and regulated the operations of the
gaming industry in Illinois. And he
served as senior policy adviser to the
Illinois State police director.

In addition to his extensive experi-
ence in law enforcement, First Deputy
Director Tigera was selected to attend
the FBI National Academy in
Quantico, VA, where he successfully
completed executive management
training. He also holds a masters de-
gree in criminal justice administration
from Lewis University.

One of the reasons the Illinois State
Police has grown and flourished under
First Deputy Director Tigera’s leader-
ship is his commitment to community.
He led an initiative to work collabo-
ratively with community groups and
others within the public safety arena.
He has always emphasized the impor-
tance of team-building and problem-
solving as he served as second-in-com-
mand of a full-service police agency of
3,500 employees. In addition to his lead-
ership in the Illinois State Police,
First Deputy Director Tigera is a mem-
ber of the Illinois Terrorism Task
Force, the Governor’s Interstate Gun
Trafficking Task Force, and previously
served as the Chairman of the Board of
the Chicago High Intensity Drug Traf-
ficking Area.

First Deputy Director Tigera has
been married to Ana for 26 years and is
the proud father of two sons, Luis, Jr.,
who has followed in his father’s foot-
steps by becoming an Illinois State Po-
lice trooper, and Zachary.

I would like to congratulate First
Deputy Director Tigera on his retire-
ment and thank him for his service to
the State of Illinois.

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the brave men
and women who have made the su-
preme sacrifice of their lives in defense
of our Nation. This Memorial Day, I
join all Americans in honoring those
brave souls.

Over the past decade since the 9/11
terrorist attacks on the United States,
men and women of the U.S. Armed
Forces have been deployed to fight on
our behalf in Operation Enduring Free-
dom and Operation Iraqgi Freedom.
Thousands of those courageous service-
men and women have lost their lives as
part of these ongoing missions. More
than 70 of these warriors called Mis-
sissippi home, including 7 brave fight-
ers who have been killed in Afghani-
stan since we last observed this na-
tional holiday. These are the sacrifices
that we should keep in mind as we
commemorate Memorial Day 2011.

I am deeply grateful to the young
Mississippians we have lost over the
past 12 months, and my heart goes out
to the families and friends they leave
behind.

For the record, I now cite the names
of these fallen heroes from Mississippi:

1SG Robert N. Barton of Roxie, 35,
who died June 7, 2010;
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PFC Joshua S. Ose of Hernando, 19,
who died September 20, 2010;

PFC William B. Dawson of Tunica,
20, who died September 24, 2010;

SGT Eric C. Newman of Waynesboro,
30, who died October 14, 2010;

1LT William J. Donnelly IV of Pica-
yune, 27, who died November 25, 2010;

SSG Jason A. Rogers of Brandon, 28,
who died April 7, 2011; and

SSG David D. Self of Pearl, 29, who
died May 16, 2011.

While their sacrifices will leave a
deep void in many lives, I hope their
families can find comfort in the fact
that they served proudly and will be
counted among the multitude of Mis-
sissippians who, over the long history
of our great Nation, have bravely
served and courageously given their
lives for their country.

Mississippians traditionally identify
themselves with a strong support of
our national defense and a willingness
to serve in our Armed Forces. We also
hold fast to the memory of those lost
in battle.

In fact, Columbus, MS, proudly
claims to be the birthplace of Memo-
rial Day, which was originally des-
ignated as Decoration Day to decorate
the graves of Civil War soldiers. This
tradition evolved into Memorial Day,
which was recognized as a Federal holi-
day in 1971.

As we again gather to commemorate
Memorial Day, people across Mis-
sissippi will stop to reflect on all those
who have perished protecting our Na-
tion, whether in battles long ago or in
the ongoing conflicts. We will also af-
firm our belief that Congress should
ensure that those who join our Armed
Forces will be the best equipped and
best trained in the world.

As a veteran of the U.S. Navy, I am
thankful for the bravery and dedica-
tion of those who have fought and died
for our country in our defense. They
are true heroes, and we owe them our
solemn gratitude for their service and
sacrifice.

SERGEANT KEN HERMOGINO

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, today I
rise to remember the life and heroic
service of SGT Ken Hermogino, who
died on May 10, 2011, in Herat Province,
Afghanistan, of injuries sustained when
his military vehicle overturned. Fort
Carson cannot replace a leader like
Sergeant Hermogino. His passing rep-
resents a tragic loss for his hometown
of Henderson, NV, and for our country.

Sergeant Hermogino’s story is
uniquely American. Within 2 months of
the horrific terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, that took the lives of
nearly 3,000 innocent men, women, and
children, Sergeant Hermogino began a
military career that would span 10
years and two branches of the armed
services. His exceptional character
shone in the face of our shared adver-
sity; he chose to serve when his coun-
try needed him most.

In 1998, he graduated from Basic High
School in Henderson, NV, where he par-
ticipated in the Marine Corps Junior
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