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the environment that has contributed, so far, 
to a relatively peaceful outcome of the ref-
erendum. USIP’s work on prevention, power- 
sharing, constitutional reform and natural re-
sources has made a critical difference in the 
country’s local capacity. 

In addition, USIP has been able to con-
tribute to the successful mitigation of violence 
in Kenya, due to its longstanding relationships 
with influential and highly skilled civil society 
activists and its reputation as an independent 
and unbiased party. USIP has the ability to act 
fast, responding, for example, to the unfore-
seen electoral violence crisis in 2007 with tar-
geted assistance to a local group in time to 
make a difference. USIP is now working to-
ward contributing to a peaceful election in 
2012. 

USIP is a small, agile center of innovation in 
support of America’s national security interests 
in supporting peace and democracy in Africa 
and across the globe. USIP has been a very 
useful resource to policymakers for decades. 
Therefore, eliminating this critical institution 
abolishes a cost-effective alternative to military 
forces. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO NICHOLAS EDWARD 
MAHER 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 2, 2011 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Nicholas Edward 
Maher for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout. 

The Eagle Scout rank is the highest ad-
vancement rank in scouting. Only about five 
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout 
Award. The award is a performance based 
achievement whose standards have been 
well-maintained over the years. 

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout 
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as 
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit 
the community. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man and his supportive family demonstrates 
the rewards of hard work, dedication and per-
severance. I am honored to represent Nich-
olas and his family in the United States Con-
gress. I know that all of my colleagues will join 
me in congratulating him on achieving an 
Eagle Scout ranking and will wish him contin-
ued success in his future education and ca-
reer. 
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Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Paul William Kohan of New Hart-
ford, NY. Paul was diagnosed with dyslexia in 
the first grade, and has since then proved 

what a motivated and intelligent young man he 
has become despite this obstacle. 

While Paul’s friends and family feared his 
future might be impeded because of his dis-
ability, he has excelled both academically and 
beyond, far exceeding expectations for stu-
dents with dyslexia. 

Paul recently graduated from the State Uni-
versity of New York College at Brockport with 
a Bachelor of Science in sociology degree. 
Paul’s accomplishment is particularly admi-
rable given the fact that a mere 18 percent of 
persons with dyslexia typically graduate from 
college. In addition to Paul’s impressive grad-
uation, he also plans to pursue a career as a 
legal disability advocate. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Paul Kohan for his scholastic 
achievements displayed through his college 
graduation and inspiring career plans for the 
future. 
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Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the retirement of Gregory Geoffroy, 
president of Iowa State University in Ames, 
Iowa. 

Born on July 8, 1946 in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
Gregory earned a Bachelor of Science degree 
in chemistry from the University of Louisville in 
1968. After a year serving as an officer in the 
United States Navy, Gregory went on to earn 
a Ph.D. in chemistry from the California Insti-
tute of Technology in 1974. Over the next 30 
years, Gregory published over 200 research 
articles, co-authored a book, and presented 
more than 200 lectures both in the United 
States and abroad. Gregory also served in 
various academic and administrative positions 
at Penn State University and the University of 
Maryland during that time. 

Gregory was appointed president of Iowa 
State University in July 2001. His tenure has 
resulted in a number of accomplishments in-
cluding the establishment of the Bioeconomy 
Institute, whose goal is to promote and ad-
vance biorenewable technologies. Gregory set 
a fundraising record with Campaign Iowa 
State, which recently surpassed its goal of col-
lecting $800 million. Under his guidance, the 
university has received a record amount of 
money in grants, contracts, and cooperative 
agreements. In the 2009–2010 fiscal year 
alone, the university received $388.2 million. 
Gregory has also succeeded in doubling the 
number of endowed faculty positions, and he 
has seen student enrollment grow to record 
numbers—28,682 in the fall of 2010. 

Gregory will certainly be missed on the Iowa 
State University campus. He will be remem-
bered by students as being easy to relate to, 
accessible, and visible at university events. He 
will be remembered by faculty for his commu-
nication skills and management style that 
brought out the best in those around him. 
Gregory will be remembered by community 
leaders and business members for his efforts 
to build and improve direct relationships be-
tween the academic world and the business 
world. More than anything, however, Gregory 

will be remembered for making Iowa State an 
admirable university with a cutting-edge rep-
utation both in Iowa and around the world. 

I thank Gregory Geoffroy for his many years 
of service to the students and employees of 
Iowa State University. It is an honor to be his 
representative, and I know that my colleagues 
in the United States Congress will join me in 
wishing him happiness and good health in his 
retirement. 
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Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Paul J. Wiedorfer, Maryland’s 
last surviving World War II Medal of Honor re-
cipient. Mr. Wiedorfer passed away on May 
25th at the Baltimore VA Medical Center. He 
was 90 years old. 

Paul, the son of a German immigrant, was 
born in Baltimore, Maryland in 1921. He at-
tended St. Andrew’s School and went on to 
graduate from Baltimore Polytechnic Institute. 
He worked for Baltimore Gas & Electric Co. as 
an apprentice power station operator, until he 
enlisted in the Army in 1943. 

Serving in a unit from General George Pat-
ton’s 3rd Army, he experienced his first day of 
combat during the Battle of the Bulge on De-
cember 25, 1944. On that Christmas Day in 
an operation near Chaumont, Belgium, his 
company was ambushed. In the fight that en-
sued, Mr. Wiedorfer darted across an open 
field of enemy fire and single-handedly de-
stroyed two German machine gun nests, while 
taking several prisoners. Amazingly, he was 
unharmed. That same afternoon he was given 
a battlefield promotion to sergeant. 

On February 10, 1945, while crossing the 
Saar River in Germany, Mr. Wiedorfer was se-
riously injured when mortar shrapnel tore into 
his stomach and broke his left leg and two 
right fingers. While recuperating at hospital, in 
England, one of the other patients informed 
Mr. Wiedorfer that the newspaper Stars and 
Stripes was reporting he would receive the 
Medal of Honor for his heroic actions in Bel-
gium. Mr. Wiedorfer later told the Baltimore 
Sun ‘‘To be perfectly honest, I wasn’t really 
sure what the hell [the Medal of Honor] was 
because all I was, was some dogface guy in 
the infantry.’’ 

Mr. Wiedorfer spent more than three years 
in the hospital recovering from his wounds. He 
was discharged from the Army in 1947, having 
reached the rank of master sergeant. His 
other decorations included the Purple Heart 
and Bronze Star. He returned to his life and 
job in Baltimore and retired in 1981. Paul and 
his wife, the former Alice Stauffer, had four 
children: Nancy Mazer, who passed in 2010, 
Gary Wiedorfer of Cocoa, Florida, and Randee 
Wiedorfer and Paul J. Wiedorfer Jr., who both 
currently reside in the Congressional District I 
represent. 

Mr. Wiedorfer led a fulfilled life. I would like 
to take this moment to thank him for his serv-
ice to the United States, and to pass along my 
condolences to his proud family. He was a 
true American patriot and a Baltimore treas-
ure. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 05:12 Jun 03, 2011 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A02JN8.045 E02JNPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
D

9S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-26T12:18:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




