June 6, 2011

SEC. 303. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR ASSIST-
ANCE FOR INDIVIDUALS RESIDING
TEMPORARILY IN HOUSING OWNED
BY FAMILY MEMBERS.

Section 2102A(e) is amended by striking
“December 31, 2011 and inserting ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2021”°.

SEC. 304. INDEXING OF LEVELS OF ASSISTANCE
FOR INDIVIDUALS RESIDING TEMPO-
RARILY IN HOUSING OWNED BY
FAMILY MEMBERS.

Section 2102A(b) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively;

(2) in the matter before subparagraph (A),
as redesignated by paragraph (1), by insert-
ing ‘(1) before ‘“The’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph (2):

‘(2) Effective on October 1 of each year (be-
ginning in 2011), the Secretary shall use the
same percentage calculated pursuant to sec-
tion 2102(e) of this title to increase the
amounts described in paragraph (1) of this
subsection.”.

SEC. 305. EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR PRESI-
DENTIAL MEMORIAL CERTIFICATES
TO PERSONS WHO DIED IN THE AC-
TIVE MILITARY, NAVAL, OR AIR
SERVICE.

Section 112(a) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘and persons who died in
the active military, naval, or air service,”
after ‘“‘under honorable conditions,’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘veteran’s’” and inserting
‘‘deceased individual’s”.

SEC. 306. AUTOMATIC WAIVER OF AGENCY OF
ORIGINAL JURISDICTION REVIEW
OF NEW EVIDENCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7105 is amended
by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

‘““(e)(1) If, either at the time or after the
agency of original jurisdiction receives a
substantive appeal, the claimant or the
claimant’s representative, if any, submits
evidence to either the agency of original ju-
risdiction or the Board of Veterans’ Appeals
for consideration in connection with the
issue or issues with which disagreement has
been expressed, such evidence shall be sub-
ject to initial review by the Board unless the
claimant or the claimant’s representative, as
the case may be, requests in writing that the
agency of original jurisdiction initially re-
view such evidence.

““(2) A request for review of evidence under
paragraph (1) shall accompany the submittal
of the evidence.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subsection (e) of
such section, as added by subsection (a),
shall take effect on the date that is 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and shall apply with respect to claims for
which a substantive appeal is filed on or
after the date that is 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 307. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITIES OF SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO
USE INFORMATION FROM OTHER
AGENCIES.

(a) AUTHORITY TO OBTAIN INFORMATION
FROM SECRETARY OF TREASURY AND COMMIS-
SIONER OF SOCIAL SECURITY FOR INCOME
VERIFICATION PURPOSES.—Section 5317(g) is
amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 2011
and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2016°°.

(b) AUTHORITY TO USE DATA PROVIDED BY
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERV-
ICES FOR PURPOSES OF ADJUSTING VETERANS
BENEFITS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 5317A(d) is amend-
ed by striking ‘“September 30, 2011 and in-
serting ‘“‘September 30, 2021°.

2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
453(j)(11)(G) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 653(j)(11)(G)) is amended by striking
“September 30, 2011 and inserting ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2021"°.
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SEC. 308. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR RE-
GIONAL OFFICE OF DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS IN REPUBLIC
OF THE PHILIPPINES.
Section 315(b) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2011’ and inserting ‘‘December 31,
2012,

———

NOTICE OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation 531 of the Senate and the public
of an addition to a previously an-
nounced hearing before the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. The hearing will be held on
Tuesday, June 7, 2011, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building in Washington, DC.

In addition to the other measures
previously announced, the Committee
will also consider S. 1067, a bill to
amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to
require the Secretary of Energy to
carry out a research and development
and demonstration program to reduce
manufacturing and construction costs
relating to nuclear reactors, and for
other purposes.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate,
Washington, DC 20510-6150, or by email
to Abigail Campbell@energy.senate
.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Jonathan Epstein or Abby Camp-
bell.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Committee
on Indian Affairs will meet on Thurs-
day, June 9, 2011, at 2:15 p.m. in room
628 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing to conduct an oversight hearing en-
titled ‘“‘Setting the Standard: Domestic
Policy Implications of the UN Declara-
tion on the Rights of Indigenous Peo-
ples.”

Those wishing additional information
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Subcommittee on Energy of
the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee. The hearing will be held on
Thursday, June 9, 2011, at 2:30 p.m., in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on critical minerals
and materials legislation, including S.
383, S. 421, and S. 1113.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
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for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510-6150, or
by email to Abigail Campbell
(@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Allyson Anderson or Abigail
Campbell.

——————

APPOINTMENT

(Ommitted from Thursday, May 26,
2011 RECORD)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the President of the
Senate, and after consultation with the
Republican leader, pursuant to Public
Law 106-286, appoints the following
Members to serve on the Congres-
sional-Executive Commission on the
People’s Republic of China: the Honor-
able SUSAN COLLINS of Maine, and the
Honorable JAMES E. RIscH of Idaho.

————

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JUNE 7,
2011

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10:30 a.m., on Tuesday, June
7; that following the prayer and pledge,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day;
that following any leader remarks, the
Senate proceed to a period of morning
business for up to 1 hour, with Senators
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each, with the time equally divided and
controlled between the two leaders or
their designees, with the Republicans
controlling the first half and the ma-
jority controlling the final half; that
following morning business, the Senate
resume consideration of the motion to
proceed to S. 782, the Economic Devel-
opment Act; further, that the Senate
recess from 12:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. to
allow for weekly caucus meetings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, tonight, I
filed cloture on the motion to proceed
to S. 782, the Economic Development
Act. I hope it is not necessary that we
vote to invoke cloture on this matter
on Wednesday, and I hope we can get to
it tomorrow. If we cannot move to it
under consent, then we will have the
cloture vote Wednesday morning.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent it ad-
journ under the previous order, fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator BROWN
of Ohio.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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