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So (two-thirds not being in the af-
firmative) the motion was rejected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and insert 
extraneous material on H.R. 2021. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GARDNER). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ken-
tucky? 

There was no objection. 

JOBS AND ENERGY PERMITTING 
ACT OF 2011 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 316 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2021. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2021) to 
amend the Clean Air Act regarding air 
pollution from Outer Continental Shelf 
activity, with Mrs. EMERSON in the 
chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 

WHITFIELD) and the gentleman from 
California (Mr. WAXMAN) each will con-
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Chair, as 
we prepare to take up an important 
piece of legislation today, H.R. 2021, I 
would like to yield such time as he 
may consume to the chairman of the 
Energy and Commerce Committee, the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. UPTON). 

Mr. UPTON. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Colorado, CORY GARDNER, 
the sponsor of this legislation; and the 
gentleman from Kentucky, ED WHIT-
FIELD, the chairman of the Energy and 
Power Subcommittee, for moving this 
legislation along. 

Madam Chair, the purpose of this bill 
is real simple. It is to streamline the 
permit process to allow us more domes-
tic production of oil and gas. In this 
country, we consume about 19 million 
barrels a day of oil and we produce 
about 7 million, and the exploration on 
the Outer Continental Shelf has been 
delayed for years because of a broken 
bureaucracy. The regional EPA, they 
are going to approve exploration air 
permits, only to have them challenged 
again by EPA’s Environmental Appeals 
Board. It has been a never-ending cir-
cuit of approvals, appeals and re-appli-
cations, and it has stalled exploration 
for nearly 5 years. 

So what does that mean? It means 
that these resources, which perhaps 
contain as much as 28 billion—yes, 
that’s billion—barrels of oil and 122 
trillion cubic feet of natural gas, have 
been stalled. 

We know that if production is al-
lowed here, safe production, we could 
produce perhaps as much as 1 million 
barrels a day from these sites, and it 
would add about 54,000 American jobs. 
Yet 5 years after the original lease 
sales, not a single test well has been 
drilled, not a single barrel of domestic 
oil has been brought to market to re-
duce our reliance on Middle East oil, 
and not a single job has been created to 
develop the resources because the bu-
reaucracy is standing in the way of ex-
ploration. 

This legislation changes that, and I 
would urge my colleagues to support 
this sensible, bipartisan legislation to 
streamline the permitting process and 
finally allow us to explore and develop 
the vast resources of our Nation. This 
bill was approved by the Energy and 
Commerce Committee with a strong bi-
partisan vote, and I look forward to the 
same result today. 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Chair, I yield 
myself 5 minutes. 

I rise in opposition to this legisla-
tion. The legislation is not about cre-
ating jobs. It is not about lowering gas-
oline prices. It is a giveaway to the oil 
industry that will increase pollution 
along our coasts. 

This legislation’s supporters have 
promoted it as a narrow bill designed 
to address specific problems that Shell 
has faced in obtaining a clean air per-
mit for exploratory drilling off the 
coast of Alaska. 
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This legislation will have wide-rang-

ing impacts beyond the Arctic Ocean. 
The States of California and Delaware 
have grave concerns about the impact 
of this bill on their ability to protect 
public health and welfare from air pol-
lution. In fact, this bill could affect 
every State on the Atlantic and Pacific 
Coasts. 

I agree that the provisions of the 
Clean Air Act that apply to the Outer 
Continental Shelf will have some ambi-
guities that could use clarification, but 
this legislation takes the wrong ap-
proach. Each of the so-called clarifica-
tions in this bill would have the effect 
of allowing more pollution and pro-
viding less public health protection for 
the nearby communities and limiting 
participation of affected stakeholders 
in the permitting process. 

The Republicans say that it 
shouldn’t take 5 years to get a permit, 
and I agree with them. But the truth is 
it has not taken 5 years for Shell to get 
a permit. Shell has pulled permit appli-
cations and modified its proposed oper-
ations on numerous occasions. Each 
time, EPA has had to adjust its assess-
ment of the potential impacts on air 
quality and public health. This is what 
EPA is supposed to do. No one should 
want EPA to take a one-size-fits-all ap-
proach to permitting these major 
sources of pollution. 

There are many flaws in the legisla-
tion. It allows huge increases in air 
pollution from oil and gas drilling ac-
tivities by moving the point of meas-
urement from the drill ship to the 
shore. It threatens the ability of Cali-
fornia and other States to regulate the 
emissions of support vessels. And it 
sets an arbitrary deadline of 6 months 
for final agency action on every off-
shore exploratory drilling permit, no 
matter the size or complexity of the 
proposed operations. The EPA Assist-
ant Administrator for Air and Radi-
ation testified before the Energy and 
Commerce Committee that 6 months is 
too short to allow for adequate tech-
nical analysis, public participation, 
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