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he says, this will support more than
600,000 American jobs by the end of the
decade—97 percent off limits.

Now, good news, Mr. Speaker. The
Department of the Interior controls so
many of these resources. They put out
a b5-year plan. They talk about when it
is we’re going to be able to open up
these areas. I'll just take you back to
Alaska, Mr. Speaker, Alaska where so
much of America’s energy production
comes from. Right here in the Beaufort
Sea, 27.64 trillion cubic feet of natural
gas. The Department of the Interior
under the Obama administration, Mr.
Speaker, said we’re going to let you
start leasing up there in 2015—2015.

I looked at my watch before I came
down here, Mr. Speaker. It’s 2012 and
just barely into that—2012. You heard
in the State of the Union speech: we
have a supply of natural gas that can
last America 100 years, and my admin-
istration will take every possible ac-
tion to safely develop this energy be-
cause it can provide 600,000 American
jobs. We know where the energy is, Mr.
Speaker. The President’s agency in
charge says, just wait another 3 years,
we’ll let you in. Right here in this
Chamber, Mr. Speaker, the President
said he would do everything—every-
thing—in his power. I'm asking you,
Mr. Speaker, has he done anything?
Has he done anything?

There is nothing wrong with America
that we didn’t do to ourselves. God
blessed us with these resources. It’s
man’s law that won’t let us get them
out of the ground. Our friends in Can-
ada, Mr. Speaker, want to open up a
pipeline to bring hundreds of thousands
of gallons of oil into America every
day, the market price of which is $70
million a day. Mr. Speaker, we’re using
the oil anyway in our cars, our fac-
tories, plastics—all of our products.
We’re already using the oil. The ques-
tion is where do we get it? And today
we send that same $70 million to Iraq,
to Venezuela, and to Oman.

Mr. Speaker, we could have energy
independence in this Nation if we ap-
plied ourselves to it, and it would
change our foreign policy forever. If
not in this Nation, Mr. Speaker, we
could have energy independence on this
continent. Our friends in Mexico, our
friends in Canada, and we could collec-
tively have energy independence. Why
don’t we? Why don’t we, Mr. Speaker?
And the answer is, as The Washington
Post said, because in terms of leader-
ship in this Nation, we lack the cour-
age.

I just want to make that clear, Mr.
Speaker. Let’s go back to an issue
that’s going to come up over and over
and over again until the President gets
it right. It’s the Keystone pipeline.
When I say we lack the courage, Mr.
Speaker, you and I both voted to move
this Keystone project along. The AFL-
CIO has endorsed moving this project
along. It’s not a Republican-Demo-
cratic issue, Mr. Speaker. It is an
American jobs versus radical leftist
agenda issue. The Washington Post,
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the most liberal newspaper in the area,
one of the most liberal in the country,
Mr. Speaker, said on its face there is
no question that approving the Key-
stone XL project should have been an
easy call for the administration. The
courage that we’re asking for from the
President, Mr. Speaker, is to stand up
to the most radical, most leftist, and
most anti-jobs segment of his party.
That’s the ask.

When The Washington Post here says
President Obama should have had the
courage to say so, they weren’t saying,
shake up the apple cart, Mr. Speaker.
They weren’t saying, take some dan-
gerous untrodden path through the
woods. They were saying, approve the
project that on its face there could be
no question about. Approve the project
that our friends in Canada have al-
ready endorsed; approve the project
that brings North American o0il to
America instead of shipping it to
China; approve the project that saves
$70 million a day keeping it in North
America instead of shipping it to the
Middle East; approve the project that
will improve 20,000 jobs today and more
going forward; approve the project, as
the President said, through our natural
gas resources and through our oil re-
sources that could support 600,000 new
jobs by the end of the decade.

Who is the beneficiary, Mr. Speaker?
You have the same town hall meetings
I do. Who is the beneficiary of lower
fuel prices?
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Is it ExxonMobil? No. Is it the big
plastics plant? Well, I'm sure they’ll do
better, but that’s not who it is. The big
beneficiary, Mr. Speaker, of lower oil
prices are American families. The big
beneficiary, when American energy
prices drop, are American workers. The
big beneficiary, when we make these
easy decisions to look to America’s en-
ergy resources first, the beneficiary is
the American economy. Should have
been an easy call, Mr. Speaker. Should
have been an easy call. I know you be-
lieve that. I believe that. The Wash-
ington Post believes that.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know how we’ll
find that true voice in the President’s
State of the Union speech. You know,
there’s so much double-speak in this
town. It’s sometimes tough to know
what folks are actually saying. Rather
than guess at what folks are actually
saying, I blew it up in big words and
put it right here because I wanted to be
able to see it; I wanted to be able to re-
member it. Here’s what the President
says: ‘“We have a supply of natural gas
that can last America nearly 100 years.
And my administration will take every
possible action to safely develop this
energy because experts believe this will
support more than 600,000 jobs by the
end of the decade.”

Mr. Speaker, it’s up to you and me.
We have to hold the President account-
able for these words. You cannot say
these words when you’re speaking to
the American people in the State of the
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Union. You cannot say these words
when you speak to the House and Sen-
ate here in joint session in the State of
the Union. You cannot say these words
while canceling the largest opportunity
we have for energy independence in
this country. You cannot say these
words when you’re actually focusing
your energy, your efforts, taxpayer
money on these projects that we’ve
proven time and time again don’t
work. You cannot say these words, Mr.
Speaker, when you know we have 1.76
billion acres that we could explore, but
only 38 million are open for explo-
ration, meaning 97 percent are off lim-
its.

Mr. Speaker, this debate does not end
tonight. This debate begins tonight.
You, me, and the American people, we
can make a difference; and we owe it to
the American people to do that.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the
time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD (at the request
of Ms. PELOSI) for February 1 and 2 on
account of a death in the family.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A concurrent resolution of the Sen-
ate of the following title was taken
from the Speaker’s table and, under
the rule, referred as follows:

S. Con. Res. 34. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress in honor of
the life and legacy of Vaclav Havel; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

————

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reports that on January 26, 2012 she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill.

H.R. 3237. To amend the SOAR Act by
clarifying the scope of coverage of the Act.

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reports that on January 30, 2012 she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills.

H.R. 3800. To amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to extend the funding and ex-
penditure authority of the Airport and Air-
way Trust Fund, to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations for the
airport improvement program, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 3801. To amend the Tariff Act of 1930
to clarify the definition of aircraft and the
offenses penalized under the aviation smug-
gling provisions under that Act, and for
other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 32 minutes
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