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integrity, pride, sportsmanship, and perse-
verance, inspired both his team throughout 
the season and the Tuscaloosa community 
following the devastating losses in the April 
tornadoes; 

Whereas President Robert Witt and Ath-
letic Director Mal Moore have brought tre-
mendous academic success and national rec-
ognition to the University of Alabama ath-
letic department and the entire university; 
and 

Whereas the players, coaches, and support 
staff of the University of Alabama football 
team showed tremendous determination 
throughout the season and brought great 
honor to the University of Alabama and the 
State of Alabama: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the University of Alabama 

for winning the 2011 Bowl Championship Se-
ries National Championship; 

(2) recognizes the achievements of all the 
players, coaches, and staff whose hard work, 
dedication, and persistence helped the Crim-
son Tide win a national championship; and 

(3) requests the Secretary of the Senate to 
prepare an official copy of this resolution for 
presentation to— 

(A) the President of the University of Ala-
bama, Dr. Robert Witt; 

(B) the Athletic Director of the University 
of Alabama, Mal Moore; and 

(C) the Head Coach of the University of 
Alabama Crimson Tide football team, Nick 
Saban. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 362—DESIG-
NATING THE MONTH OF FEB-
RUARY 2012 AS ‘‘NATIONAL TEEN 
DATING VIOLENCE AWARENESS 
AND PREVENTION MONTH’’ 

Mr. CRAPO (for himself and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 362 

Whereas, although dating violence, domes-
tic violence, sexual violence, and stalking af-
fect women regardless of age, teenage girls 
and young women are especially vulnerable; 

Whereas, according to the National Inti-
mate Partner and Sexual Violence survey re-
cently conducted by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (referred to in this 
preamble as the ‘‘CDC’’), the majority of vic-
timization starts early in life, as most vic-
tims of rape and intimate partner violence 
first experience such violence before age 24; 

Whereas, according to the Liz Claiborne 
Inc. 2009 Parent/Teen Dating Violence Poll, 
approximately 1 in 3 adolescent girls in the 
United States is a victim of physical, emo-
tional, or verbal abuse from a dating part-
ner, a rate that far exceeds victimization 
rates for other types of violence affecting 
young people; 

Whereas, according to the Youth Risk Be-
havior Surveillance System (referred to in 
this preamble as the ‘‘YRBSS’’) of the CDC, 
nearly 10 percent of high school students 
have been hit, slapped, or physically hurt on 
purpose by a boyfriend or girlfriend during 
the past year; 

Whereas, according to the American Jour-
nal of Public Health, more than 1 in 4 teen-
agers have been in a relationship where a 
partner is verbally abusive; 

Whereas, according to a survey conducted 
by the YRBSS, almost 20 percent of teenage 
girls who were exposed to physical dating vi-
olence did not attend school on 1 or more oc-
casions during the 30 days preceding the sur-
vey because the girls felt unsafe at school or 
on the way to or from school; 

Whereas a violent relationship in adoles-
cence can have serious ramifications for the 
victim, putting the victim at higher risk for 
substance abuse, eating disorders, risky sex-
ual behavior, suicide, and adult revictimiza-
tion; 

Whereas being physically or sexually 
abused makes teenage girls— 

(1) up to 6 times more likely to become 
pregnant; and 

(2) more than twice as likely to contract a 
sexually transmitted disease; 

Whereas, according to a recent study pub-
lished in the Archives of Pediatrics and Ado-
lescent Medicine, more than half of teen-
agers and young adults treated at an inner- 
city emergency room reported having been a 
victim or perpetrator of dating violence; 

Whereas nearly 3 in 4 ‘‘tweens’’, individ-
uals who are between the ages of 11 and 14, 
report that dating relationships usually 
begin at age 14 or younger, and approxi-
mately 72 percent of students in eighth or 
ninth grade report dating; 

Whereas 1 in 5 tweens report having a 
friend who is a victim of dating violence, and 
nearly half of tweens who are in relation-
ships know a friend who is verbally abused; 

Whereas more than 3 times as many 
tweens (20 percent) as parents of tweens (6 
percent) admit that parents know little or 
nothing about the dating relationships of 
tweens; 

Whereas, according to the Liz Claiborne 
Inc. 2009 Parent/Teen Dating Violence Poll, 
although 82 percent of parents are confident 
that they could recognize the signs that 
their child was experiencing dating abuse, a 
majority of parents, or 58 percent, could not 
correctly identify all the warning signs of 
dating abuse; 

Whereas 74 percent of teenage boys and 66 
percent of teenage girls say they have not 
had a conversation with a parent about dat-
ing abuse in the past year; 

Whereas, according to a National Crime 
Prevention Council survey, 43 percent of 
middle and high school students reported ex-
periencing cyberbullying during the past 
year; 

Whereas 1 in 4 teens in a relationship re-
port having been called names, harassed, or 
put down by a partner through the use of a 
cell phone, including through texting; 

Whereas 3 in 10 young people have sexted, 
and 61 percent of young people who have 
sexted report being pressured to do so at 
least once; 

Whereas, according to the Liz Claiborne 
Inc. 2010 College Dating Violence and Abuse 
Poll, 43 percent of college women who date 
report experiencing violent and abusive dat-
ing behavior; 

Whereas 70 percent of college students who 
experienced relationship abuse failed to real-
ize that they were in an abusive relationship 
at the time, and 60 percent of college stu-
dents who were in an abusive relationship 
said that no one stepped in to help them; 

Whereas the severity of violence among in-
timate partners has been shown to be greater 
in cases where a pattern of violence was es-
tablished during adolescence; 

Whereas primary prevention programs are 
a key part of addressing teen dating vio-
lence, and successful examples of such pro-
grams include education, community out-
reach, and social marketing campaigns that 
are culturally appropriate; 

Whereas educating middle school students 
and the parents of those students about the 
importance of building healthy relationships 
and preventing teen dating violence is key to 
deterring dating abuse before it begins; 

Whereas skilled assessment and interven-
tion programs are also necessary for young 
victims and abusers; and 

Whereas the establishment of National 
Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Preven-
tion Month will benefit schools, commu-
nities, and families regardless of socio-
economic status, race, or sex: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the month of February 2012 

as ‘‘National Teen Dating Violence Aware-
ness and Prevention Month’’; 

(2) supports communities that are empow-
ering teenagers to develop healthier rela-
tionships throughout their lives; and 

(3) calls upon the people of the United 
States, including young people, parents, 
schools, law enforcement officials, State and 
local officials, and interested groups to ob-
serve National Teen Dating Violence Aware-
ness and Prevention Month with appropriate 
programs and activities that promote aware-
ness and prevention of teen dating violence 
in their communities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 363—CON-
GRATULATING THE PITTSBURG 
STATE UNIVERSITY GORILLAS 
FOOTBALL TEAM FOR WINNING 
THE 2011 NCAA DIVISION II FOOT-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP 
Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr. 

ROBERTS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 363 
Whereas the Pittsburg State University 

Gorillas football team defeated the Wayne 
State University Warriors by a score of 35 to 
21 to win the 2011 NCAA Division II Football 
Championship in Florence, Alabama on De-
cember 17, 2011; 

Whereas Pittsburg State University has 
more all-time wins than any other NCAA Di-
vision II football program and this cham-
pionship victory, the 4th in the history of 
the university, continues a long tradition of 
success; 

Whereas the Pittsburg State University 
coaching staff, led by second-year Head 
Coach Tim Beck, the 2011 Liberty Mutual 
Coach of the Year Award winner for Division 
II, guided the Gorillas to a final regular sea-
son record of 13 wins and 1 loss; 

Whereas the Gorillas benefitted from 
strong leadership in the championship game, 
including senior quarterback and Pittsburg, 
Kansas native Zac Dickey, who passed for 190 
yards and rushed for 68 yards; and 

Whereas the students, staff, alumni, and 
friends of Pittsburg State University, along 
with the city of Pittsburg, Kansas, deserve 
much credit for supporting the Gorillas foot-
ball team: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the Pittsburg State Uni-

versity Gorillas football team for winning 
the 2011 NCAA Division II Football Cham-
pionship; and 

(2) recognizes the achievements of all the 
players, coaches, and support staff of the 
Pittsburg State University Gorillas football 
team. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 364—RECOG-
NIZING THE GOALS OF NA-
TIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
WEEK AND HONORING THE VAL-
UABLE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE 
UNITED STATES 
Mr. VITTER (for himself, Ms. LAN-

DRIEU, and Mr. JOHANNS) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 
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