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Bell, a postman, and Mamie, a county govern-
ment clerk. During Bell’s junior year at Jeffer-
son High School in 1965, the Watts neighbor-
hood erupted in rioting. Though sympathetic to 
the frustration and despair that sparked the ri-
oting, James reacted to the sad destruction by 
committing himself to self improvement. He re-
alized that education was the path to future 
success. In his senior year at Jefferson, Bell 
was elected student body president in part 
due to his interest in helping the school retain 
students and convincing them of the value of 
education. James studied hard and earned a 
partial scholarship to California State Univer-
sity at Los Angeles, where he majored in ac-
counting. 

James has come a long way since his child-
hood, but he has stayed close to his roots and 
to his extended, close-knit family. In his first 
management job, he learned that he would be 
supervising several women, all of whom were 
older than him, so he reached out to his moth-
er for advice. ‘‘Always respect them as you 
would me, and you’ll be all right,’’ she coun-
seled him. Following that advice served him 
well. Bell began his career as a staff account-
ant with Rockwell in 1972, after earning his 
bachelor’s degree in accounting. He rose 
steadily, serving in positions of increasing re-
sponsibility including manager of accounting 
and, later, director of business management of 
the Space Station Electric Power System be-
fore becoming vice president in 1996, when 
Boeing acquired Rockwell’s aerospace busi-
ness. As vice president of contracts and pric-
ing for Boeing Space and Communications, 
Bell oversaw policy direction, acquisition re-
form, new business opportunities and program 
performance, and he also served in business 
management roles for the International Space 
Station program. 

James was named chief financial officer of 
Boeing in 2003, a position he held until his re-
tirement. In addition to his CFO duties, he 
served as chief executive officer of the com-
pany for several months in 2005 following the 
resignation of Boeing’s top leader. As the chief 
financial officer, James was responsible for 
overall financial management of the company, 
including oversight of business performance, 
financial reporting and transparency, and mul-
tiple corporate functions including for example 
Controller, Treasury, Investor Relations, Plan-
ning and Contracts and Pricing. Under James’ 
watchful eye and steady hand, Boeing’s an-
nual revenues have grown to nearly $70 bil-
lion. While his leadership will be missed, 
James will remain active in Chicago, serving 
on the board of directors of J. P. Morgan, Dow 
Chemical Company, and The Chicago Urban 
League. 

I am honored to celebrate the achievements 
of Mr. Bell and am hopeful for a prosperous 
and active retirement. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 2, 2012 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 26, 1995, when the last attempt at 
a balanced budget amendment passed the 
House by a bipartisan vote of 300–132, the 
national debt was $4,801,405,175,294.28. 

Today, it is $15,330,778,119,850.60. We’ve 
added $10,529,372,944,556.32 dollars to our 
debt in 16 years. This is $10 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 2, 2012 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday, 
February 1, I inadvertently missed the vote on 
rollcall 20 (H.R. 3567, the Welfare Integrity 
Now for Children and Families Act). If I had 
been present I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 2, 2012 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
on rollcall No. 20, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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CONGRATULATING THE HUMANE 
SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 2, 2012 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize The Humane Society of Southern 
Arizona, which provides services in my district, 
and the American Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) for their efforts 
to help save the lives of shelter animals in the 
Tucson area. The ASPCA has awarded a 
$10,000 grant to The Humane Society of 
Southern Arizona to support their hard work 
and innovation in finding homes for animals. 

The Humane Society of Southern Arizona is 
one of 56 animal rescue organizations nation-
wide that are receiving grant funding for the 
ASPCA’s ‘‘Mega Match-a-thon’’ event, which 
will take place this spring. The ASPCA is 
granting nearly half a million dollars to support 
a host of large-scale adoption events nation-
wide in an effort to save more lives of shelter 
animals. 

Over its 145 year history, it has been a pri-
ority of the ASPCA to help create a nation of 
humane communities; places where homeless 
animals are not killed simply because of the 
lack of space or resources. The Humane Soci-
ety of Southern Arizona shares this commit-
ment to the humane treatment of animals and 
stands as an example for communities and 
shelters nationwide. 

On behalf of the citizens and animals of Ari-
zona, I am proud to congratulate both The Hu-
mane Society of Southern Arizona and the 
ASPCA for their continued commitment to pro-
tecting animals. 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY AND RE-
TIREMENT SECURITY ACT OF 
2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1173) to repeal 
the CLASS program: 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Chair, I rise today in 
opposition to H.R. 1173. While my Republican 
colleagues see H.R. 1173 as a solution to the 
Department of Health and Human Services’ 
letter to Congress about the CLASS Act, I 
strongly contend that repeal is not the answer. 
According to the Department’s announcement, 
there is no viable way forward to implement 
the CLASS Act at this time but families im-
pacted by accidents and illnesses are also 
without a viable way forward to meet long- 
term care needs. The cost of long-term care 
can be extremely taxing. In 2010, the private- 
pay rate for a semiprivate room in a nursing 
home averaged $205 per day, or about 
$75,000 per year. In comparison, the median 
total household income for elderly Social Se-
curity beneficiaries in 2008 was $20,000 per 
year. The CLASS Act was established as part 
of the Affordable Care Act in response to the 
growing number of citizens with long-term 
health care needs and the repeal of this act 
would only impose enormous financial, emo-
tional and physical burdens on these citizens. 
This is an issue that affects every American 
family. No one regardless of class, race or 
creed is exempt from a potential accident or 
illness requiring long-term care. It is estimated 
that 15 million Americans will need some kind 
of long-term care by 2020, but fewer than 
three percent have a long-term care policy. 
We should not abandon this effort, rather Con-
gress should come together to find a sustain-
able solution to address this challenge. 
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CASE KEENUM—QUARTERBACK 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 2, 2012 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, there are 
entire professions devoted to analyzing foot-
ball statistics. Yards after catch, passer rating, 
and value over replacement are just a few of 
the endless minutia studied at a scholar-like 
level. But at the end of the day, the only sta-
tistic that matters is winning. Today I am 
proud to pay tribute to one of the greatest win-
ners in college football history, record-breaking 
quarterback Case Keenum from the University 
of Houston Cougars. 

Case was born in Abilene, TX, with football 
in his blood. His father played for and would 
later go on to coach McMurry University in Ab-
ilene. Abilene is in the heart of west Texas— 
where football—especially high school foot-
ball—is regarded by some as almost a reli-
gion. I attended Abilene Christian University 
and witnessed the local high school teams 
play hard on the gridiron during ‘‘Friday Night 
Lights.’’ 
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