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voluntarily handled the bookkeeping for the 
Big Sur River Run since its inception in 1981. 
That event has raised more than $800,000 for 
the Big Sur Health Center and the Big Sur 
Volunteer Fire Brigade, two organizations for 
which Jaci also handles the bookkeeping. 
Other causes that she has helped in this way 
include the Big Sur Historical Society, Big Sur 
Jazz Festival, Big Sur Hidden Gardens Tour, 
Big Sur Grange, the Big Sur Community 
Emergency Response Team, the Big Sur Nat-
ural History Association, the Henry Miller Me-
morial Library, the Big Sur Public Library, and 
the Big Sur Food & Wine Festival. She also 
contributes her time as the editor of the Big 
Sur Grange, and the Round Up newsletters. 
She is even co-chair of the Big Sur Book 
Club. 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for the whole 
House as I acknowledge and congratulate Jaci 
Pappas, Big Sur’s ‘‘Volunteer Extraordinaire,’’ 
for her record of stellar public service, and 
wish her many happy years ahead in which I 
know she will continue to teach us all how to 
live life well in voluntary service to others. 
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HONORING ATHLETICO AND ITS 
FOUNDER, MARK KAUFMAN 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 28, 2012 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and thank AthletiCo Physical and 
Occupational Therapy for serving the greater 
Chicagoland region for more than twenty 
years. AthletiCo is a rapidly expanding reha-
bilitation, outreach, and fitness center enter-
prise that has grown in size and now has over 
60 facilities. 

When founder Mark Kaufman first opened 
for business in 1991, AthletiCo had only one 
employee and two clients. Two decades later, 
AthletiCo operates throughout Northeastern Il-
linois, Milwaukee, and Northwest Indiana and 
employs more than 1,100 clinical and adminis-
trative staff. Mr. Kaufman’s team has ex-
panded over the years to include physical and 
occupational therapists, certified athletic train-
ers, personal trainers, strength and condi-
tioning specialists, and massage therapists. 

AthletiCo currently serves a large clientele 
of workers on disability, assisting their recov-
ery and helping injured people get back to 
work. AthletiCo also closely associates with 
over 150 local high schools, colleges, and pro-
fessional sports teams including Illinois’ own 
Bears, Cubs, White Sox, Blackhawks, and 
Bulls, helping athletes stay in shape and re-
cover from injury. 

Mr. Kaufman also has a reputation for treat-
ing his employees well, allowing him to retain 
a happy and effective staff. AthletiCo 
prioritizes continuing education for its employ-
ees and also provides post-professional edu-
cation through in-house training, tuition reim-
bursements, and orthopedic clinical residency 
programs. 

I am proud to have this business in my dis-
trict, and I look forward to its continuing posi-
tive impact. I am grateful for the services Mr. 
Kaufman and AthletiCo provide in Chicagoland 
and the surrounding areas. Please join me in 
celebrating AthletiCo as they continue to pur-
sue their mission of improving the health and 
wellbeing of local men, women, and children. 

IN HONOR OF MAYOR JIM 
RIDENOUR 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 
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Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride and the deepest respect that I ask you 
to join me in honoring one of the Central Val-
ley’s most distinguished citizens, Mayor Jim 
Ridenour, as he ends his successful tenure as 
the Mayor of Modesto, California. 

Mayor Ridenour epitomizes what is best 
about Modesto and has shown a selfless com-
mitment to his community. A life-long resident 
of Modesto, Mayor Ridenour had a successful 
business career in the ambulance industry. He 
served five terms as Chairman of the Cali-
fornia Ambulance Association, and received 
many awards and honors from the association 
and state legislators. He also served as a re-
serve deputy sheriff for Stanislaus and Santa 
Barbara counties. 

During his eight years in office, Mayor 
Ridenour has shown a tireless commitment to 
help Modesto enrich and empower its citizens, 
families, businesses and schools. He has 
shown leadership in encouraging regional co-
operation on important issues through initia-
tives such as the ‘‘Mayor’s Working Group’’ 
which brings together the nine Mayors of 
Stanislaus County to share information and 
work together on central issues such as trans-
portation. With the City Council’s diligent work, 
he has provided leadership in consistently de-
veloping a balanced budget and in doing so 
has put Modesto in a far better financial posi-
tion than many other cities in the surrounding 
area. 

Mayor Ridenour has strived to make local 
government more user-friendly and accessible 
to the citizens of Modesto. He created a web- 
based citizen action center where citizens can 
report problems, ask questions and track re-
sponses and response times. He has also 
made applications for citizens’ advisory com-
mittees available online. Mayor Ridenour has 
made an effort to make local government 
more transparent by developing a comprehen-
sive Salary & Compensation webpage where 
the public can view Councilmembers’ pay, 
Charter Officer contracts and pay, Department 
Director pay as well as all salary schedules 
and job descriptions as well as labor con-
tracts. He has always been described as a 
man of the people. 

Mayor Ridenour assumed an important 
leadership role as the President of the League 
of California Cities in 2010, a critical time for 
California’s cities. As President and in his sub-
sequent service as a member of the League’s 
executive committee, Mayor Ridenour proved 
to be a powerful player in the fight for redevel-
opment and California’s future. 

Mayor Ridenour is married to his beautiful 
wife Renee for forty years and together they 
have three children and numerous grand-
children. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating my good friend, Mayor 
Jim Ridenour and the Ridenour family as he 
celebrates his successful service as Modesto’s 
Mayor. 

HONORING HOLT HICKMAN AT THE 
TEXAS INDEPENDENCE DAY IN 
FORT WORTH 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 
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Tuesday, February 28, 2012 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a man who has preserved Fort Worth’s 
unique history and has made sure it is avail-
able for future generations; Holt Hickman. This 
Weatherford native is being honored at the 
Texas Independence Day in Fort Worth, and I 
couldn’t think of a better Cowtown honoree. 

While Holt is being recognized for his com-
mitment to Fort Worth’s past, his business ca-
reer has been about innovation and looking to 
the future. Holt is responsible for helping bring 
air conditioning to automobiles turning the fea-
ture from a luxury to a necessity. The first 
Japanese cars sold to the U.S. market had air 
conditioning only because Holt convinced the 
auto makers this was the future. Holt is not 
only a successful businessman who has had 
local, national and international reach, he has 
also been one of the many tenacious civic 
leaders in our community who have made Fort 
Worth what it is today. 

Holt helped save and preserve the Fort 
Worth Stockyards in what was one of the larg-
est historic preservation projects in the coun-
try. He accomplished this in part by working 
with passionate and committed partners. Be-
cause of his efforts, the Stockyards are one of 
the most visited and beloved areas of the city 
today. As Mayor, I was privileged to have Holt 
as a partner and that friendship has continued 
throughout my career. His energy, generosity, 
and vision will continue to enhance our city’s 
cowboy heritage for generations to come. I 
couldn’t think of a more deserving Texan to be 
honored on the day of our state’s independ-
ence. 
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HONORING ETHAN NELSON 
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Ethan Nelson. 
Ethan is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 206, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Ethan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Ethan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Ethan has also contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Ethan Nelson for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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