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HONORING LUKAS MILEWSKI AND
CORMAC MOLLOY ON THE OCCA-
SION OF THE 51ST ANNIVERSARY
OF THE PEACE CORPS.

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2012

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 51st anniversary of the Peace
Corps. The Peace Corps has become an en-
during symbol of American ideals and has
served as a tremendous example of how we
can win friends around the world by providing
trained workers and improving understanding
between countries.

In October of 1960, then Senator John F.
Kennedy challenged college students to com-
mit themselves to serve overseas. Since 1961
more than 200,000 volunteers have answered
that call to serve. Peace Corps volunteers
have worked in 139 countries, helping people
around the world in areas as diverse as edu-
cation, AIDS prevention and treatment, agri-
culture, economic development and more.
Five of my colleagues in Congress are former
Peace Corps volunteers and can attest to the
program’s importance. As President Clinton
stated, “When President Kennedy founded the
Peace Corps in 1961, he saw it as a bold ex-
periment in public service that would unite our
nation’s highest ideals with a pragmatic ap-
proach to bettering the lives of ordinary people
around the world. He also saw it as an invest-
ment in our own future, in an increasingly
interdependent world. In the years since, it's
paid off many times over.”

Two young people from my district can also
attest to the important work the Peace Corps
continues to perform. On behalf of the 5th Dis-
trict of lllinois, 1 would like to thank Lukas
Milewski and Cormac Molloy, serving in Indo-
nesia and Uganda respectively, for the service
they are providing to our country and others.

——

PROTECTING ACADEMIC FREEDOM
IN HIGHER EDUCATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. MARTHA ROBY

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2117) to prohibit
the Department of Education from over-
reaching into academic affairs and program
eligibility under title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965:

Mrs. ROBY. Madam Chair, | rise today to
highlight the passage of H.R. 2117, the Pro-
tecting Academic Freedom in Higher Edu-
cation Act (H.R. 2117). The House of Rep-
resentatives approved this legislation on Feb-
ruary 28, 2012.

| am a proud cosponsor and a Member of
the Education and the Workforce Committee,
which debated and reported this bill out of
Committee with a bipartisan vote last summer.

If enacted, this legislation would remove
costly and burdensome regulations from col-
leges and universities across the country. In a
time of federal government expansion, H.R.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

2117 would help curtail the Department of
Education’s overreach into the rules and regu-
lations governing institutions of higher learn-
ing. The bill contains two provisions that would
repeal recent Department of Education man-
dates. These provisions relate to the federal
definition of a credit hour and to the way
states authorize and license institutions of
higher education.

Historically, each institution of higher learn-
ing maintained the ability to determine what
constitutes a credit hour subject to the over-
sight of accrediting agencies that would deter-
mine the specific number of credit hours to as-
sign each course. Over time the federal gov-
ernment became more involved in the proc-
ess. | strongly believe that the federal govern-
ment should not impose a one-size-fits-all ap-
proach to determine standard credit hours for
all colleges and universities. This decision
should be made at the state and institutional
levels.

Burdensome federal regulation of institutions
of higher learning slow innovative learning and
increase costs for students. Federal govern-
ment regulations should not control a states’
decision whether to grant a college or univer-
sity permission to operate within that state.

Madam Chair, | have heard from numerous
institutions across Alabama regarding these
challenges. Please allow me to submit a letter
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD from the
president of Spring Hill College, which is lo-
cated in my home state of Alabama, for sup-
port of H.R. 2117. This letter explains how the
Department’s intrusive regulations are ham-
pering growth of Spring Hill College. The letter
also notes that the high cost associated with
federal regulations stifle educational opportuni-
ties when those costs must be transferred to
students. The federal government must not
impede the work of our colleges and univer-
sities. When this happens, students are the
ones most negatively affected.

Removing federal standards and granting
states and institutions more flexibility is the
key for expanding learning for all students. By
allowing institutions to determine the edu-
cational needs of its students and by releasing
states from these new mandates, we can
move our system forward. | look forward to
continued bipartisan support of the Protecting
Academic Freedom in Higher Education Act,
and | encourage our friends in the Senate to
give H.R. 2117 serious consideration in the
coming months.

Hon. MARTHA ROBY,

House of Representatives, U.S. Congress, Can-
non House Office Building, Washington,
DC.

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN ROBY: As I know
you are aware, the House of Representatives
has now scheduled H.R. 2117 to be discussed
on the house floor this week. As president of
one of the 28 Jesuit colleges and universities
in the United States, I urge you to lend your
support to this important legislation.

H.R. 2117 addresses regulatory overreach
by rescinding regulations on credit hour and
state authorization, imposed by the Depart-
ment of Education that became effective
July 1, 2011. I, along with my fellow Jesuit
college presidents, believe these regulations
are intrusive and inappropriate.

Determining credit hour requirements has
been and should be determined by the insti-
tution of higher education that awards cred-
it for fulfilling academic work. National
higher education accrediting agencies
through long established peer review proc-
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esses oversee how colleges and universities
award college credit, and that is the way it
should be. Spring Hill College, for example,
is an accredited member of the Southern As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools (SACS.)

The current federal regulatory definition
interferes with the integrity of awarding col-
lege credits with a one size fits all approach.
This approach hinders course creativity and
academic autonomy.

This regulation also impacts institutions
that provide distance education courses by
mandating unnecessary filings in states that
result in more costs of time and money for
many institutions. As I'm sure you recall,
testimony given by several college presi-
dents to the House Subcommittee on Post-
secondary and Workforce Training pointed
out that ‘“‘unnecessary federal regulations
will impose additional regulatory burdens on
colleges and universities, which could lead to
higher costs being passed down to low-in-
come and disadvantaged students. H.R. 2117,
the Protecting Academic Freedom in Higher
Education Act, ensures that colleges and
universities are able to focus their energy
and resources on educating students. Con-
gress and the Administration should focus on
increasing educational opportunities for stu-
dents and streamlining federal regulations
that inhibit innovation in higher education,”’
according to the subcommittee’s summary.
Therefore, I ask for your support of H.R.
2117.

I can also assure you that Spring Hill Col-
lege continues to implement and seek fur-
ther ways to hold down college costs while
staying true to our mission to form leaders
engaged in learning, faith, justice and serv-
ice for life.

Thank you for all you do for our Alabama
and for your support of Spring Hill College
and our important mission. We look forward
to welcoming you to our campus when your
schedule permits.

May God Bless you.

Sincerely,
RICHARD P. SALMI, S.J.,
President, Spring Hill College.

————

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL KIDNEY
MONTH
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Thursday, March 1, 2012

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to give recognition to Kidney Action Day today
March 1st and World Kidney Day on March 8,
2012. | would also like to recognize the month
of March as National Kidney Month.

As one out of nine Americans suffers from
kidney related disease, it is more prudent than
ever to devote time, resources and compas-
sion to this community. We must raise aware-
ness and encourage screening in order to
catch the disease early. There are 31 million
Americans affected by kidney disease, and we
should do everything in our power to make
sure this number does not rise.

As a physician, | have seen the devastating
effects of Chronic Kidney Disease, especially
in the end stages. The two leading causes of
this disease are high blood pressure and dia-
betes, both ailments which would spare the
kidneys if patients were screened early and
managed properly thereafter. As there is no
cure for Chronic Kidney Disease, it is in our
nation’s best interest to help everyone gain
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