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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. YODER).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 1, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable KEVIN
YODER to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We come to the end of a short week
in which we have given thanks for and
honored African American men and
women whose labor, while in bondage,
built this temple of freedom and de-
mocracy within which we now stand.

Now we approach a weekend during
which many Members of this assembly
will gather to remember a historic
event in Selma, Alabama. Forty-seven
years ago, brave men and women,
Americans of all races, colors, and
faiths, walked together to help guar-
antee freedoms still denied the de-
scendants of those slave laborers.

Bless the Members of this assembly
and us all that we would be worthy of
the call we have been given as Ameri-
cans to nurture and guarantee demo-
cratic freedoms to all that dwell in our
great Nation. Help us all to be truly
thankful and appropriately generous in
our response.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr. FARR)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. FARR led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches from each side of
the aisle.

——————

OUR MILITARY FAMILIES
DESERVE FAIRNESS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, earlier this week I was fortu-
nate to chair a House Armed Services
Subcommittee on Military Personnel
where we had a hearing in regard to re-
ceiving information concerning the ad-

ministration’s military personnel
budget overview for 2013.
The administration constantly

preaches about fairness. Over the next
10 years, the administration has pro-
posed cutting our military personnel
by 123,000 troops and cutting civilian
employees by a mere 7,000 personnel,

but destroying 130,000 jobs. It is abso-
lutely unfair that the administration
believes in drastically eliminating our
troops with no substantial cuts to any
other Department of our government
even as we are at war with an enemy
that is obsessed with death. Addition-
ally, the administration’s proposal al-
lows an increase of TriCare health in-
surance enrollment fees by a possible
345 percent over the next 5 years. This
kind of unfairness must stop.

I urge the President and his adminis-
tration to reconsider their budget re-
quest and treat our military personnel,
military families, and veterans with
the fairness they’ve earned and the re-
spect they deserve.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

51ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE PEACE
CORPS

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the 5lst anniversary of the
Peace Corps.

In just 51 years, the Peace Corps has
been an unparalleled force for peace.
Listen to the numbers: 139 developing
countries have been served; over 200,000
returned Peace Corps volunteers and
four of those are Members of Congress.
Taken together, these volunteers have
contributed more than 400,000 years of
service in the name of peace.

I am proud to be a part of these
ranks. The Peace Corps changed my
life, and it continues to change the
lives of both those who serve and the
communities that are served.

In 2012, this call to service doesn’t
show any signs of slowing down. As I
speak, 9,095 Americans are serving in 76
countries. This includes my con-
stituent Chase Rollings of Santa Cruz,
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