H1104

who is working in Ethiopia teaching
the English language for a tour guide
association to increase ecotourism and
helping women develop honey produc-
tion and dried fruit projects to promote
their income. That is just the work of
one volunteer.

Today, I honor Chase and hundreds of
thousands of other Peace Corps volun-
teers past and present. Each one of you
represents America’s highest ideals:
peace, prosperity, and friendship. Truly
your service is more important today
than it has ever been.

Congress must fund the Peace Corps.
It is the best job in America.

———

SUPPORT THE FEDERAL PRICE
GOUGING PREVENTION ACT

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, as
Rhode Islanders and men and women
across America are hard at work trying
to put our country back on the right
track, the threat of rising gas prices
raises a specter of another difficult
driving season ahead.

While our government subsidizes Big
0Oil to the tune of $3 billion each year,
they continue to run up record profits
as hardworking families pay higher and
higher prices for gas. In my home State
of Rhode Island where families are
struggling with an 11 percent unem-
ployment rate and the average price of
a gallon of regular gas is now $3.79, ris-
ing fuel costs put far too many hard-
working families at risk.

The Federal Price Gouging Preven-
tion Act, which my colleague Mr.
BisHOP has introduced, would help
guarantee that should we face an en-
ergy emergency, middle class families
are not at the mercy of Wall Street
speculators every time they fill up
their car. While we have to work to-
gether permanently to end our addic-
tion to foreign sources of oil, in the
short term we must act on legislation
like the Federal Price Gouging Preven-
tion Act that will help prevent Wall
Street speculators from taking unfair
advantage of consumers at the pump
during energy emergencies.

——

I AM PROUD TO SUPPORT
PRESIDENT OBAMA

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday I
had the pleasure of having some gentle-
men from the railroad industry come
and visit my office, and they let me
know how their business has improved
over the years.

One of the indices of an improving
economy is the number of railcars
filled, and that has gone up and up.
Warren Buffett said it was the best in-
dicator of how the economy is doing.
The railcars are being filled, and a lot
of it is because of automobile distribu-
tion and automobile production.
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The automobile industry in our Na-
tion was saved because of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act and
the work of President Barack Obama
and the TARP, all of which have helped
our economy get better and lower our
unemployment rates.

As I think of the good work Presi-
dent Obama has done, I read yesterday
about an al Qaeda arrested and stopped
in Cairo, Egypt. Besides Osama bin
Laden, other members of al Qaeda have
been eliminated and our country is
safer.

The Dow went over 13,000, which is
another indicator of a burgeoning econ-
omy that is getting out of the Bush re-
cession.

I want to say that I'm proud to sup-
port President Obama, his jobs plan,
his efforts to maintain the automobile
industry strong in America, and to sup-
port him in Libya and root out Qadhafi
and al Qaeda in other places.

0 0910

DIRECTING OFFICE OF HISTORIAN
TO COMPILE ORAL HISTORIES
FROM MEMBERS INVOLVED IN
ALABAMA CIVIL RIGHTS
MARCHES

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to the
order of the House of February 29, 2012,
I call up House Resolution 562 directing
the Office of the Historian to compile
oral histories from current and former
Members of the House of Representa-
tives involved in the historic and an-
nual Selma to Montgomery, Alabama,
marches, as well as the civil rights
movement in general, for the purposes
of expanding or augmenting the his-
toric record and for public dissemina-
tion and education, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H. RES. 562

Whereas in 1965, civil rights advocates par-
ticipated in three marches from Selma to
Montgomery, Alabama, marking a watershed
moment of the civil rights movement;

Whereas the first march took place on
March 7, 1965, during which 600 civil rights
activists, led by now-Representative John
Lewis and Reverend Hosea Williams, began a
march to protest unfair voter registration
practices and the shooting death of Jimmie
Lee Jackson during a voter registration
drive;

Whereas marchers progressed only six
blocks from the Brown Chapel A.M.E.
Church to the Edmund Pettus Bridge, where
many were tear-gassed and beaten;

Whereas two days later, on March 9, 1965,
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., led a
symbolic march of 2,000 people to the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge, all kneeling there to
pray;

Whereas, on March 21, 1965, with protection
from the Alabama National Guard, more
than 3,000 people set out from Selma again
led by Rev. King, marching an average of 12
miles a day along Route 80 and sleeping in
farm fields;

Whereas that group grew to 25,000 partici-
pants by the time it reached Montgomery on
March 25, 1965, where Rev. King delivered one
of his most venerated speeches;
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Whereas as a result of this historic three-
week period, Congress passed the Voting
Rights Act of 1965, five months after the
third march, as a recognition of the right of
all United States citizens to fully participate
in the electoral process;

Whereas in 1996, Congress created the 54-
mile long Selma-to-Montgomery National
Historic Trail along the route of this third
march, starting at the Brown Chapel A.M.E.
Church in Selma, crossing the Edmund
Pettus Bridge, and ending at the Alabama
State Capitol in Montgomery;

Whereas beginning in 1998, Members of
Congress have participated in an annual civil
rights pilgrimage to the Selma-to-Mont-
gomery National Historic Trail, to visit the
historic sites, participate in fellowship, and
recognize the achievements of the civil
rights movement;

Whereas the Office of the Historian, first
established in 1983, researches, preserves, and
interprets the rich institutional history of
the House of Representatives in order to
share it with Members, staff, and the public,
and serves as the institutional memory to
inspire greater understanding of the House of
Representatives’ central role in United
States history;

Whereas Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives have included participants in
the historic 1965 marches and in the annual
pilgrimages thereafter; and

Whereas the collection of oral memories of
march participants who have served in the
House of Representatives, and will continue
to serve in the House of Representatives, is
essential to the preservation of the history
of the institution: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives directs the Office of the Historian to
compile oral histories from current and
former Members of the House of Representa-
tives involved in the historic and annual
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, marches,
as well as the civil rights movement in gen-
eral, for the purposes of expanding or aug-
menting the historic record and for public
dissemination and education.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of
Wednesday, February 29, 2012, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DANIEL E.
LUNGREN) and the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that all Members may have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I might consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
House Resolution 562, which directs the
Office of the Historian to compile and
disseminate oral histories from current
and former Members of the House of
Representatives involved in the his-
toric and annual Selma-to-Mont-
gomery, Alabama, marches, as well as
the civil rights movement in general.

In March of 1965, a defining 3-week
period of the civil rights movement
culminated with a historic 54-mile
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