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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable Tom
UDALL, a Senator from the State of
New Mexico.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Lord God, who rules the rag-
ing of the sea, thank You for the gift of
freedom. We are grateful for a nation
where we can speak, vote, and worship
as we wish. May we never take lib-
erty’s blessings for granted but remem-
ber our accountability to You to be re-
sponsible in our thoughts, words, and
actions.

Use our Senators to preserve our
freedoms. Let integrity be the hall-
mark of their characters, individually
and corporately. Fill their hearts with
Your unalterable, undiminishing, and
unending love.

We pray in Your
Amen.

merciful Name.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable ToM UDALL led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. INOUYE).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 1, 2012.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable ToM UDALL, a Senator

Senate

from the State of New Mexico, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
DANIEL K. INOUYE,
President pro tempore.
Mr. UDALL of New Mexico thereupon
assumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
leader remarks, the Senate will resume
consideration of the surface transpor-
tation bill.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

As I indicated last night, I now ask
unanimous consent that there be 90
minutes of debate equally divided and
controlled prior to the vote in relation
to the Blunt amendment; that all other
provisions of the previous order remain
in effect; and that the time Senator
McCONNELL and I use prior to the vote
not count against the 90 minutes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. REID. The vote will be somewhat
after 11:00, but it shouldn’t be long
after 11:00. We hope that when we get
rid of this amendment, we will be able
to make an agreement with the Repub-
licans on moving forward on this bill.
We have been unsuccessful in doing
that to this point.

——————

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ACT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, too often
cooperation is in short supply here in
the Senate, so I was pleased when we
began consideration of a truly bipar-
tisan jobs bill.

As I have said here a number of times
in the past week or so, if there were

ever a bipartisan bill, this is it. Pro-
gressive BARBARA BOXER, conservative
JIM INHOFE—they have agreed on a way
to move forward on a bill that will save
1.8 million jobs and create about 1 mil-
lion more jobs. So this would put mil-
lions of people to work right away.

Although our economy has gained
momentum, there are still millions of
Americans out of work, so it should be
obvious why we can’t afford to delay
efforts to rebuild our roadways, our
railways, and our bridges.

Almost 1,000 organizations, including
business groups and labor unions that
rarely see eye to eye on anything, sup-
port this commonsense measure. More
than 30 of those groups, including the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the
American Automobile Association,
AAA, have asked Senators to refrain
from offering unrelated, ideological
amendments to this bill. As I said, al-
most 1,000 organizations want this
done.

Here is what the U.S. Chamber and
AAA wrote recently:

The organizations that we represent may
hold diverse views on social, energy, and fis-
cal issues, but we are united in our desire to
see immediate action on the Senate’s bipar-
tisan highway and transit reauthorization
measures.

We started on this piece of legisla-
tion on February 7. It is the first day of
March now. These groups don’t agree
on much, but they do agree this legis-
lation is too important to be bogged
down with political amendments, so
they spoke as one.

There was a time when this kind of
cooperation was the standard in the
Senate. There was a time when two
Senators who had little in common
could still share common purpose.
There was a time when groups of Sen-
ators divided by political party could
still be united in their desire to pass
worthy legislation.

One Senator who has always exempli-
fied that willingness to set aside philo-
sophical and political differences and
work together is my friend, the senior
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