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opportunities to the people of Guam and the
Western Pacific region. | also commend the
UOG Board of Regents, UOG President Dr.
Robert Underwood, and all administrators, fac-
ulty, and staff, for their commitment to the mis-
sion of the University. | look forward to the
continued growth and expansion of UOG for
many years to come.
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Ms. Stacie Smith as the
2012 Okaloosa County, Florida School Dis-
trict’s Employee of the Year. | am honored to
recognize her achievements and her dedica-
tion to the students and faculty of Northwest
Florida.

While serving the Okaloosa County School
District, Ms. Smith has worked in myriad ca-
pacities. Her career began as a secretary, and
through her exemplary work ethic and busi-
ness acumen she was immediately delegated
additional responsibilities, such as handling
clerical duties, open enrollment, and retiree
benefits. Currently, Ms. Smith serves in the in-
tegral role of Insurance Ombudsman for the
Okaloosa County School District, where she
advocates, assists, and provides active and
retired employees solutions to their claims.
Never one to remain stagnant or settle for me-
diocrity, Ms. Smith continuously accepts new
challenges. This characteristic, coupled with
her superior demeanor, professionalism, and
dedication, is responsible for her promotions
through the ranks and the award she is receiv-
ing.

Teachers, administrators, and supporting
faculty play a vital role in guiding and encour-
aging the positive growth of America’s youth,
and they deserve our utmost gratitude and ap-
preciation. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, on behalf
of the United States Congress, | am privileged
to recognize Ms. Stacie Smith as the 2012
Okaloosa County School District Employee of
the Year. Her passion for the students and
faculty is laudable and her dedication to the
education profession is exemplary. My wife
Vicki joins me in congratulating Ms. Smith,
and we wish her all the best for continued
success.

———
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Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a recent
study by the Business and Media Institute
found that news coverage of rising gas prices
are four times less likely during the Obama
administration than the previous Bush admin-
istration.

The study found that news sources—such
as ABC, CBS, and NBC—only covered the ris-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

ing prices 21 times during the Obama admin-
istration compared to 97 times under the Bush
administration.

The quantity of coverage was not the only
difference. The tone of the coverage was dif-
ferent as well. Under the Bush administration,
gas prices were ‘“skyrocketing” as people’s
“wallets were running on empty.” Now, “gas
prices creep up.”

The national media owe it to Americans to
provide the facts and let the people make their
own decisions. Democracy is threatened when
the national media report in a biased manner.

———
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Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, what did you
have for breakfast today?

We all know that a great breakfast can lead
to a great day.

That's why it is so important that our chil-
dren receive a healthy, nutritious breakfast to
prepare them for a productive school day.

It is hard to believe that today, one in five
children live in a home where food is not al-
ways available and don’t have access to this
important meal.

This week is National Breakfast Week—a
time for Americans to join together to give
more children the opportunity to start their day
with the nourishment they need to reach their
potential.

To celebrate National Breakfast Week, | am
participating in the “Share Your Breakfast”
campaign—an initiative by Kellogg’s and Ac-
tion for Healthy Kids to help ensure more chil-
dren have access to breakfast.

The “Share Your Breakfast” campaign
seeks to provide one million breakfasts to kids
by increasing participation in school breakfast
programs across the country.

Now in its second year, the program has as-
sisted nearly 100 schools in 26 states—includ-
ing 7 in my congressional district—and is set-
ting its sights much higher for the future.

| salute the “Share Your Breakfast” cam-
paign as one of the many initiatives now un-
derway to address the issue of childhood hun-
ger in America.

Through the power of breakfast, we can
make a difference in the lives of children in
need.
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Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Harry C. McPherson, Jr.,
a fellow Texan. For many years, he worked for
President Lyndon B. Johnson while he was in
the White House and previously on his Senate
staff. Mr. McPherson passed away on Feb-
ruary 15th and The New York Times printed
his obituary, written by Robert D. McFadden.
In honor of Mr. McPherson, | would like to
submit the text into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD:

E349

Harry C. McPherson, Jr., an influential
White House counsel and speechwriter for
President Lyndon B. Johnson from 1965 to
1969 and the author of a classic insider’s
memoir on Washington-style politics, died
on Thursday in Bethesda, MD. He was 82.

His death was from complications of can-
cer, his wife, Mary Patricia McPherson, said.
A liberal from Texas who read literature and
history for pleasure, Mr. McPherson went to
Washington in 1956 ‘‘to do good,” by his own
account, a naive, idealistic young lawyer
who, like many Americans, thought political
integrity meant making decisions based on
sound principles and standing up for your
convictions.

Then he went to work for Lyndon Johnson.

Thirteen years later—after a realpolitik
education as Johnson’s aide in the Senate, as
a Pentagon and State Department official
and as a presidential confidant and
wordsmith—he looked back on the battles
for civil rights, the crises of American cities
and the corrosive war in Vietnam with a
keener appreciation for the arts of horse-
trading and compromise, and for Johnson’s
Machiavellian ways of getting things done.

Mr. McPherson helped draft bills that be-
came the Civil Rights Act of 1957. Later,
with Joseph A. Califano, the president’s spe-
cial assistant for domestic affairs, he helped
shape Johnson’s Great Society programs, the
most sweeping social legislation since the
Roosevelt era, including antipoverty and
equal opportunity laws covering employ-
ment and housing, Medicare, Head Start and
scores of other innovations.

For years, he supported the military poli-
cies in Vietnam, but by 1968, Mr. McPherson
had come to believe that the war was
unwinnable. And as antiwar demonstrations
swept the country, he and Defense Secretary
Clark M. Clifford helped persuade the presi-
dent to scale back the bombing of North
Vietnam.

It was Mr. McPherson who drafted John-
son’s landmark address to the nation that
spring, announcing the cutbacks of United
States bombing, although the stunning con-
clusion of that speech—disclosing the presi-
dent’s.decision not to seek re-election that
fall—was drafted by another Johnson aide,
Horace Busby.

After leaving the White House in early
1969, Mr. McPherson became a partner in
Verner, Liipfert & Bernhard, a prominent
Washington law firm and one of the capital’s
most successful at lobbying. His clients in-
cluded businesses, foreign governments and
nonprofit organizations.

Among other cases, Mr. McPherson helped
to negotiate the 1998 master settlement in
which major tobacco companies and 46 states
agreed on advertising limitations, partial
immunity from lawsuits and payments of
hundreds of billions of dollars to the states
to cover the costs of treating smoking-re-
lated illnesses.

Mr. McPherson also served on presidential
commissions, including the 1979 panel named
by Jimmy Carter to investigate the nuclear
accident at Three Mile Island in Pennsyl-
vania, and another named by Bill Clinton to
recommend the closing of military installa-
tions to streamline the Defense Department.

Mr. McPherson wrote numerous articles on
foreign and domestic policies for The New
York Times, The Washington Post and other
publications.

His memoir, ‘“A Political Education”
(1972), was well received and has become a
perennial favorite of students of Washing-
ton’s crafty, duplicitous political merry-go-
round and of Johnson’s years in the Senate
and the White House.

Reviewing it for The Times, Anatole
Broyard called it ‘‘a lesson not only for
Harry McPherson, but also for most of us,”
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