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S. RES. 476

Whereas the Chinese scientist and democ-
racy advocate, Fang Lizhi, passed away at
his home in Tucson, Arizona, on April 6, 2012;

Whereas Fang Lizhi was born in February
1936 in Beijing, China;

Whereas, in 1952, Fang Lizhi enrolled in the
Physics Department of Peking University,
where he met his future wife, Li Shuxian,
and joined the Chinese Communist Party in
1955;

Whereas, in 1955, Fang Lizhi openly ques-
tioned the lack of independent thinking in
China’s education system and, in 1957, draft-
ed a letter with Li Shuxian and other associ-
ates proposing political reform;

Whereas Fang Lizhi and Li Shuxian were
sentenced to hard labor in 1957 and 1958, re-
spectively, as victims of China’s Anti-Right-
ist Campaign;

Whereas, during China’s Cultural Revolu-
tion, Fang Lizhi and other faculty members
and students of the University of Science
and Technology of China were sentenced to
“reeducation through labor’ in a coal mine
and a brick factory;

Whereas, after he was again freed from
confinement, Fang Lizhi emerged as China’s
leading astrophysicist and wrote the first
modern Chinese-language cosmological stud-
ies, although the theory of general relatively
contradicted Communist dogma;

Whereas, when he was appointed as vice
president of the University of Science and
Technology of China in 1984, Fang Lizhi ini-
tiated a series of reforms intended to democ-
ratize the management of the university and
enhance academic freedom;

Whereas, in the winter of 1986-1987, when
Chinese students across China protested on
behalf of democracy and human rights, the
Government of China fired Fang Lizhi from
his post at the University of Science and
Technology of China and subsequently
purged him from the Communist party;

Whereas when, in the wake of his purge,
excerpts from Fang Lizhi’s speeches were
distributed by authorities in China as exam-
ples of ‘‘bourgeois liberalism,” his writings
became tremendously popular among Chi-
nese students;

Whereas, in February 1989, Fang Lizhi pub-
lished an essay entitled ‘‘China’s Despair and
China’s Hope,”’ in which he wrote, ‘“The road
to democracy has already been long and dif-
ficult, and is likely to remain difficult for
many years to come.’’;

Whereas, in this essay, Fang Lizhi also
wrote that ‘it is precisely because democ-
racy is generated from below—despite the
many frustrations and disappointments in
our present situation—I still view our future
with hope’’;

Whereas, in the spring and early summer
of 1989, Chinese students gathered in
Tiananmen Square to voice their support for
democracy, as well as to protest corruption
in the Chinese Communist Party;

Whereas Fang Lizhi chose not to join the
protests at Tiananmen Square in order to
demonstrate that the students were acting
autonomously;

Whereas, from June 3 through 4, 1989, the
Government of China directed the People’s
Liberation Army to clear Tiananmen Square
of protestors, killing hundreds of students
and other civilians in the process;

Whereas, the Government of China issued
arrest warrants for Fang Lizhi and Li
Shuxian after the Tiananmen Massacre, ac-
cusing the pair of engaging in ‘‘counter-
revolutionary propaganda’ and denouncing
Fang as the ‘“‘instigator of chaos which re-
sulted in the deaths of many people’’;

Whereas, on June 5, 1989, Fang Lizhi and Li
Shuxian were escorted by United States dip-
lomats to the United States Embassy in Bei-
Jing;
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Whereas, between June 1989 and June 1990,
United States diplomatic personnel under
the leadership of Ambassador James R.
Lilley sheltered Fang Lizhi and Li Shuxian
at the United States Embassy in Beijing, de-
spite the many hardships it imposed on the
mission;

Whereas, at a November 15, 1989, ceremony
awarding Fang Lizhi the Robert F. Kennedy
Human Rights Award, Senator Edward M.
Kennedy said of Fang ‘“What Andrei
Sakharov was in Moscow, Fang Lizhi became
in Beijing.”’;

Whereas, on June 25, 1990, Fang Lizhi and
Li Shuxian were allowed to leave China for
the United Kingdom and then the United
States;

Whereas, in 1992, Fang Lizhi received an
appointment as a professor of physics at the
University of Arizona in Tucson, where he
continued his research in astrophysics and
advocating for human rights in China;

Whereas, in the years since June 4, 1989, a
new generation of Chinese activists has con-
tinued the struggle for democracy in their
homeland, working ‘‘from below’ to protect
the rights of Chinese citizens, to increase the
openness of the Chinese political system, and
to reduce corruption among public officials;
and

Whereas, with the passing of Fang Lizhi,
China and the United States have lost a
great scientist and one of the most eloquent
human rights advocates of the modern era:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) mourns the loss of Fang Lizhi;

(2) honors the life, scientific contributions,
and service of Fang Lizhi to advance the
cause of human freedom;

(3) offers the deepest condolences of the
Senate to the family and friends of Fang
Lizhi; and

(4) stands with the people of China as they
strive to improve their way of life and create
a government that is truly democratic and
respectful of international norms in the area
of human rights.

———————

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Committee
on Indian Affairs will meet during the
session of the Senate on June 7, 2012, in
room SD-628 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, at 2:15 p.m., to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘‘Universal Service
Fund Reform: Ensuring a Sustainable
and Connected Future for Native Com-
munities.”

Those wishing additional information
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at (202) 224-2251.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. The hearing will be
held on Thursday, June 14, 2012, at 9:30
a.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building.

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on competitiveness
and collaboration between the U.S. and
china on clean energy.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
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wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate, 304
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150, or by email to
Meagan Gins@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Jonathan Black at (202) 224-6722 or
Meagan Gins at (202) 224-0883.

———

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent the
HELP Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 462 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 462) recognizing Na-
tional Foster Care Month as an opportunity
to raise awareness about the challenges
faced by children in the foster care system,
acknowledging the dedication of foster care
parents, advocates, and workers, and encour-
aging Congress to implement policy to im-
prove the lives of children in the foster care
system.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Presi-
dent, I further ask the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and any statements relating
to the measure be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 462

Whereas National Foster Care Month was
established more than 20 years ago to bring
foster care issues to the forefront, highlight
the importance of permanency for every
child, and recognize the essential role that
foster parents, social workers, and advocates
have in the lives of children in foster care
throughout the United States;

Whereas all children deserve a safe, loving,
and permanent home;

Whereas the primary goal of the foster
care system is to ensure the safety and well-
being of children while working to provide a
safe, loving, and permanent home for each
child;

Whereas there are approximately 408,000
children living in foster care;

Whereas there were approximately 254,000
youth that entered the foster care system in
2010, while over 107,000 youth were eligible
and awaiting adoption at the end of 2010;

Whereas children in foster care experience
an average of 3 different placements, which
often leads to disruption of routines and the
need to change schools and move away from
siblings, extended families, and familiar sur-
roundings;

Whereas youth in foster care are much
more likely to face educational instability
with 65 percent of former foster children ex-
periencing at least 7 school changes while in
care;

462) was
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