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Mr. Speaker, this morning, as thou-

sands of small business owners rise at 
the crack of dawn once again to build 
on the American Dream, we say thank 
you. It’s their hard work and deter-
mination, and it’s the tireless effort of 
every working American that has built 
the most prosperous Nation the world 
has ever seen. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL AIDS 
CONFERENCE 

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. The Inter-
national AIDS Conference could not be 
returning to America at a better time. 
This year’s conference could mark the 
turning point in the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic. Advances in research are finally 
allowing us to picture the possibility of 
a generation that is free from this dis-
ease. 

Despite great promise, there is still 
much to do. Now more than ever, 
America must remain committed to 
leading the fight against HIV/AIDS, 
combating the crisis right here at 
home and abroad. Our continued sup-
port is absolutely vital to developing 
new treatments and prevention tech-
niques, including microbicides, as well 
as to finding a cure. 

The United States must continue to 
do everything we can to increase access 
to treatment for infected individuals 
around the globe, including the avail-
ability of life-saving drugs. Let this 
conference serve as a reminder of 
America’s contribution to combating 
this epidemic and a rallying cry for 
why we can’t turn back now. 

f 

CALLING FOR A VOTE ON THE 
FARM BILL 

(Mr. BERG asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BERG. Mr. Speaker, last week, 
the House Ag Committee reported out 
of committee a version of the House 
bill. I rise today to call for this impor-
tant measure to be brought to the floor 
for a vote as soon as possible. 

Agriculture is the backbone of North 
Dakota’s economy. Our great State 
leads the Nation in nine different com-
modities. This farm bill takes into con-
sideration unique things within our 
State and within many other States as 
it relates to agriculture and those com-
modities. Specifically, it implements a 
strong crop insurance program that 
would be so beneficial in times like 
these where we’re facing severe 
drought in much of our Nation. North 
Dakota’s farmers and ranchers need 
the stability that this farm bill can 
bring, and it needs to be a long-term 
authorization. 

Now is the time for the House to act. 
For farmers and ranchers across this 
country, now is the time to ensure that 
we act on this important piece of legis-

lation and get it reauthorized for the 
long term. The time for the farm bill is 
now. 

f 

STUNT 

(Mr. MCINTYRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize STUNT, a new competi-
tive team sport which focuses on the 
technical and athletic components of 
cheerleading, including stunts, basket 
tosses, and tumbling. 

With more than 800,000 cheerleaders 
in the United States, USA Cheer cre-
ated this NCAA emerging sport to pro-
vide new opportunities for female ath-
letes to compete at the high school and 
collegiate level, while still allowing 
traditional cheerleading to remain a 
vital and important part of the schools’ 
spirit program. 

There are 22 colleges that have al-
ready participated in the national 
championships, with this number 
poised to expand significantly by next 
year. As cochairman of the Congres-
sional Caucus on Youth Sports, it is 
my distinct pleasure to highlight the 
success of STUNT and to commend the 
inaugural players of this sport. Your 
pioneering efforts will inspire and gen-
erate excitement amongst the next 
generation of potential STUNT ath-
letes. May God bless you for your ef-
forts to involve more young female 
athletes in healthy physical activities 
and sports. 

f 

VETERANS JOBS ACT 

(Mr. DENHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge the President to sign the 
Veterans Jobs Act. 

This body has a duty to make sure 
that every veteran, our brave men and 
women who are returning home—at 
200,000 leaving Active Duty every 
year—actually have jobs available to 
them and that they’re actually cer-
tified to be able to accept those jobs. 

We invest billions of dollars every 
year to give the best training in the 
world to our young men and women 
who are serving our country. Yet when 
they leave Active Duty, most times 
they’re not certified for the very jobs 
that they’re trying to get. Our brave 
men and women deserve the oppor-
tunity to jump right into these fields. 
Why should they have to get 2 or 3 
extra years of training to duplicate the 
training they already have that is of-
tentimes much better training that 
they had on Active Duty. 

We have a duty to pass this bill, to 
have it signed into law, and to not let 
a day go by that these veterans return 
home and make sure that they’ve got 
the certifications to immediately enter 
our workforce. 

I urge the President once again to 
sign this important legislation that 
both bodies have passed now on a bi-
partisan level. 

f 

b 1240 

RETURN OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
AIDS CONFERENCE 

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 
for the first time in more than two dec-
ades, the United States will host the 
19th International AIDS Conference, 
drawing over 20,000 people from around 
the world to our Nation’s Capital. 

Having participated in every con-
ference since I was first elected to Con-
gress in 1998, I knew we could not bring 
the conference back to the United 
States until the discriminatory immi-
gration ban on people living with HIV 
was lifted. 

In 2007, I introduced a bill to repeal 
the ban. Few believed it could be done, 
but through bipartisan support we 
achieved this goal, and I want to thank 
Members who are still here for their 
support in that effort. 

This week, the return of the con-
ference is an important opportunity to 
shine a global spotlight on the fight 
against AIDS in the African American 
community and communities of color, 
and a national spotlight on the ongoing 
global epidemic. Yesterday I intro-
duced new legislation to do just that. 

Ending the HIV/AIDS Epidemic Act 
articulates a policy and financing 
framework to achieve an AIDS-free 
generation in the United States and 
abroad. I urge all my colleagues to sup-
port it so that we can begin to bring an 
end to AIDS here at home and around 
the world. 

f 

TRICKING THE PUBLIC IS 
OBSCENE 

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, funding 
the military is imperative, and sup-
porting our troops at home and abroad 
is fundamental. But overfunding it at 
the expense of vital domestic programs 
is irresponsible. 

The Defense appropriations bill is $8 
billion more than the agreed-upon level 
set by the Budget Control Act. This 
means that real programs in our home 
districts, which many of our constitu-
ents rely on, will be cut or go un-
funded. 

Every family in this Nation knows 
what it is to make a budget and the 
reasons behind needing it. This bill bla-
tantly ignores the need and purpose of 
a budget. Certain aspects of this bill 
are hundreds of millions of dollars 
above requested levels. If a family tried 
to live like that, they would be in dire 
straits. 
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