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in New York, who will meet with New York
City’'s Jewish and other community leaders
and elected officials on Friday morning to
honor the 11 Israeli Olympians who were
killed by a terrorist group during the 1972 Mu-
nich games.

As the new Olympians march in the opening
ceremonies of the 2012 games, these commu-
nity groups and elected leaders will gather to-
gether for their own minute of silence, hearing
the firsthand account of 1972 Israeli Olympian
Avi Melamed. The Munich Massacre, as it has
come to be known, occurred during the 1972
Summer Olympics in Munich, Bavaria in
southern West Germany, when members of
the Israeli Olympic team were taken hostage
and eventually killed by the Palestinian ter-
rorist group Black September. Eleven Israeli
athletes and coaches and a West German po-
lice officer were killed.

On this 40th anniversary of the horrendous
act of terror, we are not only reminded of the
importance of our special relationship with
Israel but also of the existence of evil in this
world.

Recently, we witnessed another terrorist at-
tack on an Israeli tour bus in Bulgaria that left
at least 7 dead and more than 20 wounded.
These kinds of attacks against innocent peo-
ple are horrifying and reprehensible. Such vio-
lence targeting people for their ethnicity, na-
tionality or religion has absolutely no place in
our world.

Whenever and wherever we witness the tak-
ing of innocent lives for whatever reason, the
voices of the concerned people must be
heard. While terrorist attacks on the people of
Israel were once viewed as a regional prob-
lem, today we know that the entire world is no
longer safe from the warped minds of those
who have no regard for the lives of children
and people who do no harm. We must fight
against those who choose to recklessly use
the fear of terrorism against innocent victims
to achieve their own evil political objectives.
We must remain vigilant and outspoken.

So | join the New York community this Fri-
day as we come together to condemn such
acts of terrorism and to commemorate the
40th anniversary of the massacre in Munich.
Whether or not the International Olympic Com-
mittee agrees to pay tribute to the fallen, we
will observe a moment of silence to pray for
the victims and their loved ones.

———
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Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to mark the 38th year of Turkey’s invasion, oc-
cupation and colonization of the Republic of
Cyprus.

On July 1, Cyprus assumed the six-month
presidency of the European Union. Turkey, an
EU candidate country, refuses to recognize
the Cypriot presidency and has acted to
“freeze” its communications with the EU.
While Turkey refuses to recognize Cyprus, the
international community has repeatedly called
upon Turkey to withdraw from its occupation
of the island republic.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

In 1974, Turkey invaded the island citing its
purported authority to intervene under the
Treaty of Guarantee, a treaty meant to guar-
antee the independence, sovereignty, constitu-
tion and territorial integrity of Cyprus. Turkey
asserts that the Constitution of Cyprus is “null
and void,” yet it justifies its invasion and dec-
ades’ long occupation of Cyprus upon the
Treaty of Guarantee, a treaty which obligates
Turkey as a guarantor power to uphold the
Cypriot Constitution and preserve the coun-
try’s independence and territorial integrity.

During Turkey’s 38 year occupation of the
northern third of Cyprus, it has engaged in the
systematic destruction of the island’s Hellenic,
Christian and Turkish Cypriot heritage. Turkey
is extinguishing the voice of the Turkish Cyp-
riots, the community that co-existed with
Greek-Cypriots for nearly 500 years until Tur-
key invaded and forcibly divided the two com-
munities. Turkey’s treatment of the indigenous
peoples of Cyprus betrays a broader impulse
which is manifest in discrimination against
Christian and other minorities in territories
under its control. Turkey’s conduct is so egre-
gious that this year the U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom designated it
as “a country of particular concern.”

Turkey, a nation of nearly 80 million people,
has with each passing day altered the cultural
heritage and demographics of Cyprus, a coun-
try of 1 million people. In 1974, Greek Cypriots
numbered 506,000 and Turkish Cypriots num-
bered 118,000. Since then, Turkey has en-
gaged in a radical alteration of the island’s de-
mographics. Turkey has resettled nearly
200,000 mainland Turks and garrisoned
45,000 Turkish soldiers in the occupied areas.
Turkey’s forced colonization of the occupied
areas is eradicating the native Turkish Cypriot
community and supplanting it with a Turkish
community whose culture and national con-
sciousness is foreign to the indigenous and
unique Greco-Turkish culture of Cyprus.

The presence of Turkish troops is justified
by the pretext that Turkey is protecting Turkish
Cypriots. Yet 58,000 Turkish Cypriots volun-
tarily carry Republic of Cyprus passports,
Turkish Cypriots utilize health care facilities
and other services in the Republic of Cyprus,
and more than 18 million crossings over the
green line have occurred without incident. The
reality is that each Jay Turkish Cypriots are
forced by the presence of 45,000 Turkish
troops to idly watch as their culture and iden-
tity is overtaken by mainland Turkish colonial-
ists.

Recent discoveries of natural gas off the
coasts of Cyprus and Israel have seen these
two democracies engage in a cooperative and
productive manner for the development of the
only Western, democratically controlled energy
source in the region. Where Israel and Cyprus
have conducted themselves as peaceful de-
mocracies, Turkey is using its presence in oc-
cupied Cyprus to challenge Israeli interests in
the region. It was not so long ago that Turkey
held itself out as an ally of Israel.

Cyprus is the canvas that reveals the true
face of Turkey—occupier, colonizer and foe of
Western democratic values. It is time for this
Chamber and the United States to stand with
the people of Cyprus and demand that Turkey
withdraw its troops and “cease and desist”
from its unlawful colonization of this small and
peaceful country.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 6082) to officially
replace, within the 60-day Congressional re-
view period under the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act, President Obama’s Pro-
posed Final Outer Continental Shelf Oil &
Gas Leasing Program (2012-2017) with a con-
gressional plan that will conduct additional
oil and natural gas lease sales to promote
offshore energy development, job creation,
and increased domestic energy production to
ensure a more secure energy future in the
United States, and for other purposes:

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Chair, while the Amer-
ican people are asking Congress to help cre-
ate jobs and stabilize the economy, the House
Majority would rather spend valuable time on
handouts to big oil and gas. For the 11th time
this Congress, Members are being asked to
support giveaways to big producers and pol-
luters. It is ironic that this bill is being debated
at the same time the U.S. Chemical Safety
Board released its report that the Deepwater
Horizon disaster was caused by a lack of ad-
herence to safety guidelines. Instead of
thoughtful efforts to ensure health and safety
of workers and the public, as well as the pro-
tection of the environment, H.R. 6082 ignores
any lessons from that tragedy while opening
huge portions of our coasts to drilling. In addi-
tion, as someone who has fought to make
sure the American taxpayer is properly com-
pensated for energy resources extracted from
federally leased lands, | am disturbed that this
bill would not ensure oil companies pay their
fair share for drilling on public lands. This bill
does nothing to help our country build a strong
energy future or get Americans back to work.
| urge my colleagues to vote “no.”

——————
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Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, today | com-
memorate the 20th anniversary of the Leader-
ship Alliance. The Leadership Alliance, estab-
lished in 1992, is a national academic consor-
tium of leading research universities and mi-
nority serving institutions with the mission to
develop underrepresented students into out-
standing leaders and role models in academia,
business, and the public sector.

Through an organized program of research,
networking and mentorship at various critical
transitions alont the entire academic training
pathway, the Leadership Alliance prepares
young scientists and scholars from underrep-
resented and underserved populations for
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