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Sally Ride’s historic space flight riv-

eted the Nation and made her a house-
hold name—a symbol of women’s abil-
ity to break barriers and achieve any 
goal, no matter how lofty. She imme-
diately understood and appreciated her 
place in history, crediting the women’s 
movement of the 1970s with paving her 
way into the space program. 

Dr. Ride made another space flight in 
1984 and was preparing for a third when 
the Challenger exploded shortly after 
takeoff on January 28, 1986. She served 
on the Presidential commission inves-
tigating the Challenger tragedy and 
worked at NASA headquarters as spe-
cial assistant to the administrator be-
fore retiring from NASA in 1987. 

After serving as a science fellow at 
Stanford’s Center for International Se-
curity and Arms Control, Dr. Ride 
joined the faculty at the University of 
California, San Diego as a physics pro-
fessor and director of the California 
Space Institute. 

In 2001 she founded Sally Ride 
Science to create educational programs 
that entertain, engage, and inspire 
young people. She served on the Presi-
dent’s Committee of Advisors on 
Science and Technology, the National 
Research Council’s Space Studies 
Board, and the boards of the Congres-
sional Office of Technology Assess-
ment, the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington, and the NCAA Founda-
tion. 

Sally Ride pushed the limits of 
knowledge, courage, and accomplish-
ment for all Americans, especially for 
girls and young women. As a pioneer in 
the final frontier of space, she showed 
millions of American girls that there 
was truly no limit on what they can do 
or where they can go. 

On behalf of the people of California, 
who have been so moved and inspired 
by Sally Ride’s life and legacy, I send 
my deepest appreciation and condo-
lences to her partner of 27 years, Tam 
O’Shaughnessy; her mother, Joyce; her 
sister, Bear; her niece, Caitlin; and her 
nephew, Whitney. 

f 

CHRISTENING OF THE USS 
SOMERSET 

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, this 
Saturday, July 28, 2012, the U.S. Navy 
will perform a christening ceremony in 
New Orleans for the future USS Som-
erset. The USS Somerset is a special 
ship, bearing the name of the South-
west Pennsylvania county where 
United Airlines Flight 93 crashed on 
September 11, 2001. 

On that infamous day, a group of de-
fiant and determined Americans chal-
lenged a group of al-Qaida hijackers 
hell bent on crashing the plane into the 
U.S. Capitol, the White House, or an-
other sensitive DC-area target. The 
terrorists’ goal was not achieved, 
thanks to the bravery of the Americans 
onboard. We will never forget their ac-
tions in the face of horror. 

The USS Somerset will serve as an on-
going emblem of their heroism as it 

races to the aid of our friends and de-
fends American liberty against our 
foes. This ship also embodies the Amer-
ican spirit local Pennsylvanians dem-
onstrated shortly after the crash, when 
they raised the Stars and Stripes atop 
a dragline near the crash site as an un-
forgettable symbol of our country’s re-
solve during a time of national sorrow. 

Wherever the USS Somerset goes, so 
will a piece of southwest Pennsylvania. 
The bow of the ship includes steel from 
the dragline adjacent to the crash site 
in Stonycreek Township, where it was 
a silent witness to an indelible act of 
American courage and strength in defi-
ance of those who would do us harm. 

I wish the U.S. Navy and the future 
crew of the USS Somerset safe travels 
and successful missions defending 
America and freedom worldwide. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DR. NEOSHA A. 
MACKEY 

∑ Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor Neosha A. Mackey, who 
retired earlier this summer as dean of 
university libraries at Missouri State 
University after 27 years of service. 
During her years of dedicated service, 
Mackey oversaw the expansion of the 
Meyer Library to meet the needs of the 
academic community with improved 
access to local archives, manuscripts 
and photographs. The MSU library sys-
tem also improved its access to other 
research materials with a Special Col-
lections and Archives section available 
to internet users that was previously 
only accessible to view at the MSU Li-
brary. 

Mackey started at Missouri State as 
the head of reference in 1985. Later she 
served as associate dean of library 
services, 1987–2009; acting dean, 1993– 
1995, and was appointed dean of library 
services in 2009. 

During her tenure, the library en-
hanced services with a $28 million addi-
tion and renovation project. Mackey 
has also been a presence in the class-
room teaching both undergraduate and 
graduate level courses while moni-
toring budgets and coordinating per-
sonnel matters. As Missouri State 
reached out to establish programs and 
classes for students in China, Mackey 
and her husband John took a leader-
ship role in the development of those 
programs. 

Mackey also directed an expansion of 
the Meyer Library’s local archives and 
collections with a loan agreement to 
house, preserve, and provide access to 
manuscripts and photographs owned by 
The History Museum for Springfield- 
Greene County. The History Museum 
holds a comprehensive collection of 
photographs and personal documents 
capturing decades of history and 
changing cultures in Springfield and 
Greene Counties. The new campus loca-
tion promises improved access for re-
searchers and the general public as 

well as a safer climate- and tempera-
ture-controlled location for these 
priceless archives. 

Before arriving at Missouri State, 
Mackey was at the Ohio State Univer-
sity from 1978–1985 as personnel librar-
ian and head of the home economics li-
brary. She served as assistant to the 
dean, 1975–1977, and as head of the Par-
ish Business Library, 1970–1975, at the 
University of New Mexico. Mackey has 
a bachelor of arts in economics and a 
master’s in library science from the 
University of Oklahoma and an MBA 
from the University of New Mexico. 

Mackey’s achievements and her per-
sonal commitment to excellence have 
guided the Missouri State Library pro-
gram to a place of national promi-
nence. I thank her for her efforts and 
wish her well in her well-deserved re-
tirement.∑ 

f 

2012 OLYMPIC GAMES 
∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commend three Vermonters 
who will be representing the United 
States in the Olympic Games in Lon-
don. One hundred years ago Albert 
Gutterson of Springfield, VT, won 
Olympic Gold in the broad jump. This 
year, Lea Davison, Trevor Moore and 
Andrew Wheating are the latest in a 
long line of Vermonters to compete in 
the world’s most prestigious athletic 
competition. 

Lea Davison won the first mountain 
bike race she ever entered when she 
was 17 years old. A native of Jericho, 
VT, Lea competed in cross country and 
was a Division I alpine ski racer at 
Middlebury College before becoming 
the youngest woman to join the profes-
sional mountain biking tour. Lea has 
become one of the dominant forces in 
professional women’s mountain biking 
but still takes time to give back to the 
community, running a summer camp 
for girls from Vermont who are inter-
ested in cycling. 

Trevor Moore began sailing with his 
father and brother at a very young age. 
When he moved to North Pomfret, VT, 
as a teenager his passion for competi-
tion led him to play for Woodstock 
Union High’s tennis and soccer teams. 
At Hobart College, Trevor was an ac-
complished sailor and a three-time All 
American, in addition to being named 
the 2007 College Sailor of the Year. He 
will be competing with Erik Storck in 
the 49er category in London. 

London will mark Andrew 
Wheating’s second Olympic Games. He 
competed for the track team in the 800 
meter race at the Beijing Olympics in 
2008. Andrew is originally from Nor-
wich, VT. Recruited by the University 
of Oregon, he was the NCAA champion 
in the 800 meters in 2009 and 2010 and in 
the 1600 meters in 2010. Andrew is re-
nowned for his ability to come from be-
hind in races and will be competing in 
the 1600 meters in London. 

Vermont is proud of Lea, Trevor, and 
Andrew, and I and the citizens of my 
State wish them the best of luck at the 
2012 Olympic Games.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DEREK MILES 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Derek Miles of Tea, 
SD, who will compete in the 2012 Sum-
mer Olympic Games taking place in 
London, England. This will be his third 
consecutive trip to the Summer Olym-
pic Games. Derek has a long history of 
success as a pole vaulter, including 
three U.S. National Championships, 10 
years ranked in the top 10 in the U.S.— 
4 of which he has been ranked No. 1, 
and 6 years ranked in the top five in 
the world. 

Derek is currently working as an as-
sistant pole vault and jumps coach at 
the University of South Dakota where 
he graduated from in 1996 as a four- 
time NCAA Division II All-American 
with a bachelor’s degree in history. 
Derek also earned his master’s in ath-
letic administration at the University 
of South Dakota in 1998 and was in-
ducted into the Henry Heider Coyote 
Sports Hall of Fame in 2006. In addition 
to his personal accomplishments, 
Derek has coached multiple conference 
champions and organized the Miles 
Pole Vault Summit bringing the 
world’s best pole vaulters to 
Vermillion, SD, in 2007. 

Derek should be very proud of all his 
accomplishments. On behalf of the 
State of South Dakota, I am pleased to 
say congratulations on another Olym-
pic qualification. We are very proud 
and wish you the best of luck.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING KENNESAW STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

∑ Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today I 
wish to acknowledge Kennesaw State 
University’s annual Homelessness 
Awareness Week during the week of 
October 8–13, 2012, in my home State of 
Georgia. 

I appreciate that Kennesaw State 
University coordinates activities 
throughout the month of October to 
raise awareness about homeless indi-
viduals in our society with events such 
as Homelessness Awareness Week. The 
designation of Homelessness Awareness 
Week will help to increase our knowl-
edge and understanding of those living 
without shelter and food. The activi-
ties during this week will also educate 
Georgians on how to address and com-
bat this unfortunate problem in our 
State. Ending homelessness is critical 
to upholding the vitality of families 
and sense of community in the State of 
Georgia. Groups, organizations, and in-
stitutions such as Kennesaw State Uni-
versity work to address this growing 
problem. I support and applaud their 
efforts and urge all citizens to become 
more knowledgeable about this prob-
lem and seek out ways to help alleviate 
this problem and its effects in our com-
munities.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ED WALKER 

∑ Mr. WARNER. The town of Big Lick 
was first established in 1852 and even-

tually became the city of Roanoke in 
1884. Since its early days as a railroad 
hub, Roanoke has been an economic 
and cultural focal point for the western 
part of Virginia. Today, the New York 
Times recognized Ed Walker for his ef-
forts in revitalizing Roanoke. For more 
than 10 years, Ed has worked to im-
prove Roanoke by investing in historic 
structures and renovating them for res-
idence, dining, and entertainment. Ed’s 
work led to the creation of cultural 
programs, founded an innovative music 
center for young adults, and revitalized 
a once derelict downtown street. 

Ed’s investment in the community 
paid off. The hundredfold increase in 
downtown residents supported the 
opening of dozens of new businesses 
and increased demand for cultural at-
tractions. By bringing residents and 
businesses closer together, Ed’s 
projects have helped spur the Roanoke 
economy and brought new energy to 
the city. 

Thanks to Ed’s work, Roanoke serves 
as a model to similar communities 
across the Commonwealth. Roanoke 
was recognized recently as one of 
‘‘America’s Most Livable Commu-
nities’’ by the nonprofit Partners for 
Livable Communities. Ed created the 
CityWorks (X)po to bring together en-
trepreneurs, advocates, and developers 
from across the country to share ideas 
about renewing and improving cities 
such as Roanoke. 

I would like to congratulate Ed 
Walker on his achievements and thank 
him for making the city of Roanoke a 
better place to work and live. I would 
ask unanimous consent that today’s 
New York Times article be printed in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the New York Times, July 25, 2012] 
VIRGINIA DEVELOPER IS ON A MISSION TO 

REVIVE HIS TOWN 
(By Melena Ryzik) 

ROANOKE, VA.—The Kirk Avenue Music 
Hall, a four-year-old club named for its 
downtown block here, offers an unexpected 
perk to its performers: an apartment. For a 
night or so, before or after gracing the stage, 
artists stay at no charge in a loft a block 
away, signing the guest book with notes of 
gratitude. 

‘‘We don’t have money, we don’t have 
fame, so hospitality is really critical,’’ said 
Ed Walker, the club’s landlord and a founder. 

It is hard to miss Mr. Walker’s brand of 
hospitality on Kirk Avenue. He owns nine of 
its storefronts, turning what was a forlorn 
block not long ago into a social destination. 
The music hall doubles as a microcinema 
and event space. There is Lucky, a res-
taurant run by a touring rock band that de-
cided to stay put, and Freckles, a cafe and 
vintage shop with monthly craft nights, 
whose owner called Mr. Walker the town’s 
Jimmy Stewart, a favorite son and guiding 
light. 

It is hard to miss Mr. Walker in many cor-
ners of Roanoke, a valley town of 97,000 
about four hours from Washington. Ringed 
by the Blue Ridge Mountains and for genera-
tions a successful rail hub, it now has a me-
dian income of about $35,000 and is trying to 
reinvent itself for a different economy: a 

medical school opened in 2010, and a bike 
shop is planning to move into the massive 
old transportation museum. 

And Mr. Walker, 44, a former outsider-art 
dealer and a third-generation lawyer from a 
prominent local family, has emerged as a 
commercial developer with an unusual civic 
conscience. In less than a decade, he has 
bought more than a dozen disused historic 
buildings, renovated them and enticed people 
to live in them. 

Thanks to Mr. Walker and other developers 
who followed suit, Roanoke’s downtown has 
a livelier pulse, with nearly 1,200 residents 
this year, where once there were fewer than 
10. Mr. Walker has made his spaces wel-
coming, handpicking chefs for restaurants 
and furnishing a pocket park with his chil-
dren’s swing sets. Coming attractions in-
clude a rock climbing gym. 

With his wife, Katherine, and two young 
sons, he lives downtown himself and evangel-
izes about it to any visitor. Last fall he 
started what will be an annual conference in 
Roanoke, CityWorks (X)po, billed as explor-
ing ‘‘big ideas for small cities.’’ 

‘‘People think this is too good to be true,’’ 
said Chris Morrill, the city manager. ‘‘You 
have this developer who knows the finances, 
knows the law, knows how to do these his-
toric renovations and is really committed to 
the community. It’s real.’’ 

Mr. Morrill added: ‘‘When folks from other 
communities come in here and I show them 
some of the stuff that’s Ed’s doing, they’re 
like, How can we clone this guy and bring 
him back to our community?’ ‘‘ 

Mr. Walker’s conference is intended to 
share his blueprint for urban redevelopment, 
a field known as placemaking; he will study 
it at Harvard’s Graduate School of Design 
this year, with a prestigious Loeb fellowship. 
But many towns already have their own 
version of Ed Walker, said Bruce Katz, a vice 
president at the Brookings Institution and 
founding director of the Brookings Metro-
politan Policy Program, which focuses on 
cities. ‘‘This is happening across the coun-
try,’’ Mr. Katz said. 

‘‘What you’re seeing is a group of vanguard 
developers and vanguard businesspeople who 
basically spot a trend and then double down 
or triple down with their own resources’’ to 
buy property cheap, collaborating with like- 
minded leaders ‘‘on the placemaking agen-
da,’’ he said. 

Examples abound: Mr. Katz pointed to 
changes in Buffalo and Detroit and plans by 
Tony Hsieh, the Zappos tycoon, to remake 
Las Vegas. ‘‘It has been one or two people in 
particular cities taking the risk,’’ he said. 

‘‘There’s a profit motive for sure, but these 
are people committed to place,’’ Mr. Katz 
added. ‘‘This is no longer an idea or an aspi-
ration. It’s an out-and-out trend.’’ 

In Roanoke, it started in 2002, when Mr. 
Walker began redeveloping Kirk Avenue. His 
first major residential renovation opened 
downtown in 2006, with million-dollar con-
dominiums. 

Old-guard Roanokers were quickly con-
vinced that downtown was livable when Mr. 
Walker sold one of the first to Warner 
Dalhouse, a retired bank chairman, and his 
wife, Barbara, who use it as a Southern pied- 
à-terre. At 4,800 square feet, it is larger than 
their lake house nearby. ‘‘We wanted it to 
look like a New York loft, and it does,’’ Mr. 
Dalhouse said. 

Mr. Walker’s company converted an old 
cotton mill and a department store into 
apartments, some at the low end of market 
rates and some at the top. The next units 
will be in a former ice house on the Roanoke 
River, where the city’s first waterfront res-
taurant will open. 

Last year, after a $20 million renovation, 
the company reopened the Patrick Henry, 
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