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provide the support necessary to create
this industry.

We also ought to be making it in
America. One of my bills, H.R. 6217,
would require that 85 percent of the
content of these turbines and solar sys-
tems be made in America.

——
WE HAVE TO BE PREPARED

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, we had an attack in Cairo on our
Embassy yesterday, and we had an at-
tack in Benghazi, and we lost the Am-
bassador there. He was killed along
with three other people.

I've been on the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee now for about 30 years, and I've
never seen anything like what we’ve
seen in the northern tier of Africa. All
the way across the northern tier, we’ve
seen the spring that they’re talking
about, and how things are changing
and how democracy is coming.

The fact of the matter is Iran is tak-
ing advantage of what’s going on over
there by sending intermediaries into
all those countries to undermine them.
I was just in the Persian Gulf recently,
and there is absolutely no question
that Iran is doing everything they can
to undermine all those governments
over there.

When you look at what happened in
Egypt with the Muslim Brotherhood
taking over, we in this country ought
to be very much aware that this is not
the end of it. It’s not going to go away.
The administration or the new Presi-
dent, whoever it is that takes office in
January, they’re going to have to have
a very strong foreign policy because we
still get about 35 percent of our energy
from that region.

This is not going to end right now.
It’s going to go on. We have to be pre-
pared.

———

MINNESOTA EDUCATION INVEST-
MENT AND EMPLOYMENT ACT

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5544.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YODER). Pursuant to House Resolution
773 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares
the House in the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union
for the consideration of the bill, H.R.
5544.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Idaho (Mr. SIMPSON) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
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House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5544) to
authorize and expedite a land exchange
involving National Forest System land
in the Laurentian District of the Supe-
rior National Forest and certain other
National Forest System land in the
State of Minnesota that has limited
recreational and conservation re-
sources and lands owned by the State
of Minnesota in trust for the public
school system that are largely scat-
tered in checkerboard fashion within
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wil-
derness and have important rec-
reational, scenic, and conservation re-
sources, and for other purposes, with
Mr. SIMPSON in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Washington (Mr.
HASTINGS) and the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. GRIJALVA) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Washington.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I support H.R. 5544,
the Minnesota Education Investment
and Employment Act.

This bill will rectify a decades-old in-
justice that was imposed by Congress
during the Carter administration to en-
sure that funding for schools and edu-
cation in Minnesota is carried on.

When Minnesota became a State, it
received certain parcels of land from
the Federal Government set aside to
help fund education. These lands,
known as school trust lands, were spe-
cifically established to provide funding
for Minnesota public schools. Respon-
sible timber management, mineral de-
velopment, and other economic uses of
these lands would generate the revenue
that would benefit every child in the
State.

However, in 1978, Congress designated
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wil-
derness and a portion of these trust
lands became trapped inside the wilder-
ness area and inaccessible, therefore,
for economic development. This caused
a decline in funding, then, for local
schools.

H.R. 5544 would implement a bipar-
tisan plan that was passed by the Min-
nesota State Legislature and signed by
Democrat Governor Dayton to author-
ize a no-cost land exchange. It would
allow Minnesota school trust lands,
locked away within the Federal wilder-
ness area, to be exchanged for Federal
land from the multiple-use Superior
National Forest. State forest lands
would be fairly exchanged for Federal
forest lands.

But typical of the attitude held by
many Democrats that spending more of
taxpayers’ money will solve the prob-
lem, the critics of this bill have sug-
gested that the Federal Government
should simply buy these inaccessible
trust lands at a potential cost of tens
of millions of dollars. This is at the
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same time when the Federal Govern-
ment has had more than a $1 trillion
budget deficit for the last 4 years under
this President.

However, the much-needed solution
in this bill would consolidate State-
held lands within the wilderness area
and allow the State of Minnesota to ac-
cess and develop new trust lands from
the Superior National Forest. This will
benefit State schools at no cost to the
Federal taxpayers, with the additional
benefit of job creation and economic
development.

Let me elaborate on that, Mr. Chair-
man. It has been shown time and again
that States are far more effective man-
aging lands for sustainable use and rev-
enue generation than the Federal Gov-
ernment. For example, in my home
State of Washington, they have been
able to produce more than a thousand
times the revenue for education on 2.2
million acres of State trust land, as op-
posed to the U.S. Forest Service, which
is able to generate only four times that
amount, 9 million acres. In other
words, regenerate a thousand-percent
revenue on one-fourth of the land be-
cause it’s administered by the State. I
think the same principle can apply to
Minnesota.

Putting these State lands back to
productive use for education will in-
crease funding for schools across the
State, while at the same time creating
new opportunities for job creation and
economic growth.

This bill is more than a land ex-
change. It’s about keeping a promise
when Minnesota became a State. It’s
about correcting the 34-year con-
sequences of Federal action that re-
stricted access to this vital asset. It’s
about ensuring that children and
schools have the funding that they de-
serve and were promised. So I urge sup-
port of this bill.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, Federal land grants to
States for education have resulted in
the transfer of more than 77 million
acres of land to over 30 States. These
well-meaning acts, taken over 200 years
ago, have left communities across the
country with a fragmented pattern of
land ownership.

Through the Northwest Ordinance
enacted in 1787, Minnesota was granted
8.3 million acres of school trust lands.
Today, the State has only 2.5 million
acres left, with 93,000 located in the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilder-
ness. Proponents of this legislation
claim this will right inequities caused
by the designation of the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. For
most of us, it would seem like common
sense to do a land trade, but I think
most of us would also want a land
trade that is fair to both sides.

The State of Minnesota recently en-
acted State legislation that would
allow an exchange of State and Federal
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