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California, which will celebrate its centennial
on Nov. 18, 2012.

In 1927, ten years after its incorporation,
Beaumont boasted a population of 857.
Today, it's a community of nearly 40,000 peo-
ple, all of whom I've been proud to represent
in Congress for the last ten years.

Much of this growth has happened in the
last ten years. Residents flocked to Beaumont
for its low housing costs, causing a 20% jump
in the city’s population, an increase that made
it the fastest growing city in the State. What
began as a railway outpost at the summit of
San Gorgonio Pass has become a vibrant,
progressive city that retains its small-town feel.

| proudly salute Beaumont’s founders who
laid the foundation for what has become a city
that upholds the core values of public service.
They’re a shining example of local government
at its best, and | hope my colleagues will join
me in extending our best wishes to Beaumont
on this most memorable occasion.

——————
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Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the members of my Congressional Staff
who have served with me over the past six
years while | have been in office. A Member
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to
provide exceptional constituent services and
my Staff is second to none in providing the
best assistance to everyone in our District. |
take great pride in the work that each one has
done on my behalf and on behalf of everyone
in the 11th Congressional District of North
Carolina.

Each District Staff member has shown a
strong sense of dedication in meeting the
needs of each and every one of our constitu-
ents. They often go well beyond the call to
make sure each constituent is treated fairly
and respectfully by our government agencies
and that they receive appropriate resolution. |
owe a debt of gratitude to each one of them
for the support and friendship which they have
shown me while | have served in Congress.

| recruited Chad Eaton to join my District
staff in January of 2009. Having first met Chad
through his service to both our families’ church
as the Associate Pastor at Biltmore Baptist
Church in Asheville, North Carolina, | was al-
ready well familiar with his commitment to per-
sonal and professional excellence. In the sev-
eral years that have passed since we first met
in 2005, | continue to be impressed by Chad’s
devotion to family, faith and public service.
Chad’s character and moral compass inspire
his daily actions both inside and outside of our
duties as a Congressional office, earning him
my deepest respect and also the respect and
appreciation of colleagues and constituents
alike.

Not a day goes by without my leaning on
Chad in some capacity. Chad is a loyal, hon-
orable and trusted companion and | consider
his counsel and friendship a blessing in my
life. No matter where the Good Lord’s plans
take us in the future, | look forward to many
more years of our continued friendship.

Chad should be proud of the service he has
provided to our District and country. It has
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been an honor to serve with him and as | re-
tire from office | wish him the very best in the
future. Western North Carolina is a better
place because of his efforts and | will cherish
the memories of serving with Chad and the
team by my side.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and thanking Chad Eaton for
his hard work on behalf of all of Western
North Carolina and to wish him continued suc-
cess in his future endeavors.
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Kolby Dean Goff.
Kolby is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 418, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Kolby has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Kolby has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Kolby
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Kolby designed and con-
structed an outdoor classroom at his sister’s
elementary school, building a nature learning
center and an life-size outdoor checkerboard.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Kolby Dean Goff for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the members of my Congressional Staff
who have served with me over the past six
years while | have been in office. A Member
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to
provide exceptional constituent services and
my team is second to none in providing the
best assistance to all in our District. My Wash-
ington, D.C. office is also tasked with re-
searching, processing, analyzing, and making
recommendations on an infinite number of re-
ports, policies, and legislation. | could not ask
for a more talented or dedicated team, and |
take great pride in the work that each staff
member has done not only on my behalf, but
also on behalf of the 11th Congressional Dis-
trict of North Carolina and the United States.

My team has shown a strong sense of dedi-
cation to meeting the needs of our constitu-
ency. | owe a debt of gratitude to each one of
them for the support and friendship which they
have shown me while | have served in Con-
gress.

Ed Pavia joined my Washington, D.C. office
in January 2012, as he was completing his
Masters in Appropriate Technology (renewable
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energy engineering) from Appalachian State
University. It became apparent immediately
that because of his understanding of energy
and agriculture issues he would be a valuable
addition to our team. New to Capitol Hill, Ed
quickly learned the ropes and has been en-
trusted to serve in a variety of capacities, in-
cluding work as a Research Fellow, Legisla-
tive Assistant and Executive Assistant. Ed’s
attention to detail, knowledge of policy issues
and disciplined work ethic have proven to be
invaluable assets.

Ed should be proud of the service he has
provided to our District and country. It has
been an honor to serve with him and as | re-
tire from office | wish him the very best in the
future. Western North Carolina is a better
place because of his efforts and | will cherish
the memories of serving with Ed and the team
by my side.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and thanking Ed Pavia for his
hard work on behalf of all of Western North
Carolina and to wish him continued success in
his future endeavors.

—————
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Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to congratulate a school in my dis-
trict for being selected by the U.S. Department
of Education as one of only 269 Blue Ribbon
Schools nationwide this year.

With 176 students in kindergarten through
eighth grade, Hope Elementary in Knox Coun-
ty, Maine, is a small school doing big things.
Foremost, the school has consistently met
high standards of academic excellence. In
itself, this achievement is worthy of honors.

But Hope Elementary has also excelled in
teaching lessons in leadership. The school
has an active student council, a leadership
group that focuses on community service, and
a culture where older students are expected to
be leaders for their younger peers. Moreover,
staff and administration set a strong example
of collaboration. Immersed in this kind of envi-
ronment, Hope students learn from an early
age the importance of working together to
move the whole community forward. This is an
essential lesson for our next generation of
leaders, and | truly appreciate the school's
commitment to fostering it.

Being named a Blue Ribbon School is a
prestigious honor, and the entire Hope Ele-
mentary community should be proud. This
achievement belongs to the administration,
teachers, students, families, and town as a
whole. | am proud to have this excellent
school in my district and they have my warm-
est congratulations.
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