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When | drive down North Park Drive and pass
a local store, the smell tempts me every time.
| reflect on my childhood and can’t help the
urge to pull into what is now a Shipley Donuts
drive thru. A trip to the donut shop is a per-
sonal tradition that I've passed onto my family,
too. When my grandchildren tug away at my
sleeve, begging me for a sweet treat, | tell
them | know exactly the place to go.
And that’s just the way it is.
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Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor several of the volunteers who have
served in my District office over the past six
years while | have been in office. A Member
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to
provide exceptional constituent services and
these volunteers have assisted my staff in pro-
viding the excellent assistance so many have
come to expect from our District. | take great
pride in the work that each one has done on
my behalf and on behalf of everyone in the
11th Congressional District of North Carolina.

These volunteers have always treated our
constituents with the utmost respect and al-
ways made sure their needs were met in a
timely fashion. | owe a debt of gratitude to
each one of them for the support and friend-
ship they have shown to me during my years
of service in Congress.

Billy Woody has served in numerous roles
as a volunteer in our District office. As retired
military himself, Billy took special interest in
making sure our veterans received exceptional
representation as they sought needed benefits
through the Veterans Administration. | could
always count on a warm smile and kind words
of affirmation each time | interacted with Billy.
| know our local veterans share my sense of
gratitude and recognize Billy’s dedication for
always putting them first and for making their
mission his own.

Billy should be proud of the service he has
provided to our District and country. It has
been an honor to serve with him and as | re-
tire from office | wish him the very best in the
future. Western North Carolina is a better
place because of his efforts and | will cherish
the memories of serving with Billy and the
team by my side.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and thanking Billy Woody for
his hard work on behalf of all of western North
Carolina and to wish him continued success in
his future endeavors.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE EAST
BAY BICYCLE COALITION’S 40TH
ANNIVERSARY
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Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today with my East Bay colleagues, Rep-

resentatives GEORGE MILLER, JOHN
GARAMENDI, JERRY MCNERNEY, and PETE
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STARK on the occasion of the East Bay Bicycle
Coalition’s 40th anniversary celebration. In its
40 years of bicycle advocacy, the East Bay Bi-
cycle Coalition has garnered an impressive list
of victories and a vast network of supporters
working toward the shared goal of promoting
cycling as a sustainable, healthy, and safe
form of transport in the San Francisco Bay
Area.

On March 20, 1972, a group of cyclists cre-
ated the East Bay Bicycle Coalition as a non-
profit bicycle advocacy group with the simple
mission of promoting bicycling for people of all
ages and abilities in Alameda and Contra
Costa Counties of California. One of the orga-
nization’s first battles was for bicycle access
on the then-new San Francisco Bay Area
Rapid Transit (BART) system. By 1975, the
coalition had succeeded in that goal and
paved the way for BART’s continued reputa-
tion as one of the most bike-friendly transit
agencies in the country.

During the past 40 years, the East Bay Bi-
cycle Coalition has also worked to expand and
establish bikeways on Bay Area bridges, stripe
hundreds of miles of bike lanes in East Bay
cities, and complete 244 miles of the San
Francisco Bay Trail. The organization’s mem-
bers have worked tirelessly for access to
urban bicycle parking, inclusion of bicycle
pathways in local and regional transit plans,
and to establish an annual “Bike-to-Work Day”
throughout the East Bay.

With growing awareness that an ever-in-
creasing number of individual automobile com-
muters is neither sustainable nor responsible,
there has been a national movement towards
alternative forms of transportation. Thanks in
great part to the work of the East Bay Bicycle
Coalition, our East Bay Congressional districts
are leading the way in this trend, with four cit-
ies certified “bike-friendly” by the League of
American  Bicyclists—Oakland, Emeryville,
Brentwood and Alameda. Berkeley, in my dis-
trict, ranks fourth in the nation amongst cities
with the highest number of people bicycling.

We are pleased to see the role that federal
investment has played in promoting and sus-
taining this transportation shift, beginning in
1991 with the walking and biking provisions of
the Intermodal Surface Transportation Act. My
colleagues and | look forward to continuing to
work with the East Bay Bicycle Coalition and
their allies around the country as we prepare
in the coming years to develop a long-term
Federal Transportation Bill that works for ev-
eryone, including those who find the bicycle to
be a clean, healthy, and enjoyable form of
transportation.

Therefore, on behalf of the residents of Cali-
fornia’s 9th, 7th, 10th, 11th, and 13th districts,
we pay tribute to the East Bay Bicycle Coali-
tion in recognition of their 40th anniversary.
We ask our colleagues to join with us in con-
gratulating the East Bay Bicycle Coalition for
its continued leadership and commitment to
making the East Bay a wonderful place to
ride, and we wish them success in the coming
years.

E1775

HONORING JULIE B. FAGAN (U.S.
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Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Julie Fagan, a dedicated
public servant, who will be retiring at the end
of this month.

After 23 years of service with the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development,
Julie B. Fagan is set to retire effective Novem-
ber 30th. Julie is currently the Field Office Di-
rector of the Hartford Field Office for the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. She was previously the Director of the
HUD Salt Lake City Field Office and the na-
tional director overseeing the Public and As-
sisted Housing Drug Elimination Program in
Washington, DC. She also served on the sen-
ior management team for Governor Roy
Romer (D) of Colorado.

Julie started her career at HUD following
her passion to fight drug use in public and as-
sisted housing. During her career she has
played a critical role in preserving and rede-
veloping critical Federal public housing prop-
erties all over Connecticut, particularly in Hart-
ford, New Haven and Bridgeport. Julie has
also made it a top priority in her time as direc-
tor of the Connecticut HUD office to collabo-
rate with her peer Federal, State and local
agencies. She has greatly improved the hous-
ing landscape for the people of Connecticut by
initiating many vital working relationships with
government, non-profit and private organiza-
tions that play a role in housing the people of
Connecticut. In addition, Julie has been a
leader in Connecticut by helping residents
navigate the challenges presented by the fore-
closure crisis. Her leadership and ability to
train her staff to accommodate the many
changes in the housing market allowed for
constituents to have their needs addressed in
as timely and professional a manner as pos-
sible. Julie is looking forward to spending
more time with her husband Jack, her five
wonderful children and nine grandchildren.

| applaud her hard work, time and dedica-
tion in serving the State of Connecticut and
the country and thank her for her years of
public service that has helped so many fami-
lies. | know that our office will miss working
with Julie and we wish her and her family all
the best.
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Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Beth Tielke and the many vol-
unteers working with her to improve the lives
of Nebraskans and our servicemen and
women. Beth is a well known small business-
woman from O’Neill, Nebraska. She has
owned a store, several restaurants, and a
sandwich business. Her children now run
these businesses, but Beth continues to work
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