United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 12 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 158

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2012

No. 146
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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. FARENTHOLD).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC, November 15, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BLAKE
FARENTHOLD to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment bills of the House of the
following titles:

H.R. 6118. An act to amend section 353 of
the Public Health Service Act with respect
to suspension, revocation, and limitation of
laboratory certification.

H.R. 6131. An act to extend the Under-
taking Spam, Spyware, And Fraud Enforce-
ment With Enforcers beyond Borders Act of
2006, and for other purposes.

———

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 17, 2012, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———

AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from

North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, this after-
noon, a group of Members from both
parties are going to meet together to
discuss the possible legislative options
to start a process of bringing our
troops home from Afghanistan in 2013.

Yesterday I was on the floor speaking
about Army Specialist Joshua Nelson,
from my home county, who was killed
by the very Afghans he was sent to
train. Specialist Nelson is just one of 60
U.S. servicemembers who have been
killed this year by the Afghans that
they were sent to train.

I don’t know where the outrage is by
the United States Congress. I am very
disappointed in both parties and their
leadership to allow our young men and
women to stay in a war that has no end
to it. This makes no sense to the Amer-
ican people. In fact, Mr. Speaker, the
American people have said time after
time, in poll after poll, that they want
to bring our troops home now—not in
2014, but now.

On October 7, there was a national
article written, and the title was, ‘A
Mother Mourns a Grim Milestone,” re-
ferring to the 2,000th American cas-
ualty from the Afghan war. Lisa Free-
man, who was interviewed in the arti-
cle, lost her son Captain Matthew Free-
man in 2009. He was shot by a sniper in
Afghanistan. Ms. Freeman said:

I just sat here, reliving the pain and won-
dering: Where is America’s outrage? Where is
America’s concern that we’re still at war.

And, Mr. Speaker, I made reference
to this yesterday. The October 14 New
York Times editorial, ‘“Time to Pack
Up,” with the subtitle, ‘It should not
take 2 more years for the United States
to leave Afghanistan.”

“It should not take 2 more years for
the United States to leave Afghani-
stan.” Since I strongly agree with that
statement, I have started an online pe-
tition to start bringing our troops
home in the summer or fall of 2013. The

petition can be signed through my Web
site at jones.house.gov. And, Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to tell you that
in just 3 weeks, we have over 2,000
Americans that have signed this peti-
tion. Our goal is to reach as many peo-
ple as possible to put the pressure on
our leadership to stop the loss of life
and treasure in Afghanistan.

Congress, let’s get together and work
on legislation to bring our troops home
before the current timeline of Decem-
ber 2014.

Mr. Speaker, before I close, this is
one of the many posters that I have
that I bring to the floor. There’s a flag-
draped coffin. There’s a group of Army
officers. There’s a woman holding the
hand of a child. And you can see in the
face of the child, Why is my daddy in
that flag-draped coffin?

Congress, let’s wake up. Let’s come
together. Let’s start the process of
bringing our troops home in 2013.
Please, God, continue to bless our men
and women in uniform. Please, God,
continue to bless America.

——————

BEYOND “BIKE-PARTISANSHIP”’

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. For years, 1
have traveled the country preaching
“‘bike-partisanship,’”’ using bicycle and
pedestrian facilities to help people
burn calories, not fossil fuel, improve
their health, have fun, and enrich the
community. Red State, blue State, Re-
publican, Democrat, Independent, it
doesn’t matter; the public gets it and
has been part of an amazing renais-
sance. Let’s redouble our efforts at cre-
ating a stronger Federal partnership to
help more communities realize this vi-
sion.

But let’s not stop with bike-partisan-
ship. Are there other areas that are low
or no cost that enjoy broad public sup-
port, solve problems, and bring people
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