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United States of America—the most
technologically powerful and economi-
cally powerful Nation on the planet—
will have a credit downgrading.

This should cause every American to
be angry enough to put aside petty par-
tisanship and understand that this
body will not function and that our
government will not function unless we
work together. We’ve got to come to
the conclusion that compromise does
not equal capitulation.

————
POVERTY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEE of California. As the founder
of the Congressional Out of Poverty
Caucus, I rise today to continue talk-
ing about the ongoing crisis of poverty
in our country.

Yesterday, unfortunately, with the
supplemental poverty report, we
learned that poverty continues to im-
pact nearly 50 million Americans, in-
cluding 16 million children all across
our country and in every congressional
district. My home State of California
tops the list, followed by our Nation’s
capital—the District of Columbia—Ari-
zona, Florida, and Georgia.

On this election day, low-income
Americans, the working poor, middle-
income Americans—every American—
spoke loudly and clearly. They voted
for strengthening the middle class and
for putting people back to work, and
they voted for Congress to get back to
doing the work of the American people:
to strengthen our economy for all
Americans and to create economic op-
portunities that will lift millions of
families out of poverty and into the
middle class. Most importantly, the
American people voted to reject job-
killing cuts and a tax on Medicare,
Medicaid, and Social Security.

What they don’t want is for our coun-
try to be rushed into urgent budget de-
cisions by the false threat of a so-
called ‘‘fiscal cliff.” Mr. Speaker, I
don’t buy it, and the American people
don’t believe it either.

This economic and political gridlock
is just another political cliff created by
the hostage-taking obstructionism of
the Tea Party-controlled Congress. The
real cliff that anyone is facing today is
a human cliff, and far too many Amer-
ican families are standing on the edge
as I speak. If we don’t strengthen our
economy for all Americans, millions
will be cut off from the only lifeline
keeping them from falling off that
human cliff and into poverty—unem-
ployment compensation. Far too many
people will be cut off from vital pro-
grams like employment insurance, the
Child Tax Credit and the Earned In-
come Tax Credit if this Congress fails
to act.

It is long past time to come together,
to work to find a balanced approach
and, as Chairman CLEAVER just said, to
get past the partisan obstructionism
that has kept us from moving our econ-
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omy and our country forward. We have
got to stop this. Just 10 years ago, in
the year 2000, our Nation had a bal-
anced budget, projected surpluses, and
a robust economy. The passage of a se-
rious tax cut rapidly ended those sur-
pluses and began to, quite frankly, ex-
plode the debt. The Bush-era tax cuts
have already cost over $2.2 trillion in
Federal revenue since they were en-
acted, and we cannot afford to allow
them to be made permanent. Let’s not
forget, Mr. Speaker, that this Congress
has already voted to cut $1.5 trillion in
discretionary spending enacted
through the 2011 Budget Control Act.

Low-income Americans are already
hurting from multiple rounds of cuts to
programs and benefits that they rely
on. Our middle class and our working
poor have already done their part, and
we cannot continue to attempt to bal-
ance the budget on the backs of the
most vulnerable Americans—our poor,
our seniors, our children, and our dis-
abled.

So I hope all Members of Congress
will follow the President’s lead and
support his call for ending the Bush tax
cuts above $250,000, ending the billions
in subsidies for Big Oil, and closing the
countless loopholes that allow huge
corporations and the super rich to
avoid paying what they owe. In addi-
tion, we can find billions in additional
savings by making smart and targeted
cuts to our defense budgets. Our mili-
tary leaders have already outlined cuts
that will not put at risk our brave men
and women in harm’s way or weaken
the national security of our Nation. We
know that there are billions in waste,
fraud, and abuse in the defense budgets
that can be saved if we can just ac-
count for the hundreds of billions in
spending by ensuring the Pentagon can
pass an audit.
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Mr. Speaker, we face many chal-
lenges, but we must not allow our po-
litical crisis to create an economic cri-
sis for millions of Americans who are
struggling. Now is not the time to turn
our backs on struggling families just to
preserve tax giveaways to millionaires
and billionaires. We must come to-
gether to wage a war on poverty and
end the war on the poor.

Finally, as 350 economists have said,
we need jobs first. With recovery, def-
icit reduction will come by its own ac-
cord thanks to increased revenues in
an improving economy. They went on
to say that public outlay for jobs and
recovery come first, growth is restored,
and revenues follow. Budget cuts only
lead to a deeper slump.

CENSUS: FULLER POVERTY PICTURE FINDS
49.7M ARE POOR, FACTORING IN MEDICAL
AND WORK EXPENSES
(By Associated Press, November 14, 2012)
WASHINGTON—The ranks of America’s poor

edged up last year to a high of 49.7 million,

based on a new census measure that takes
into account medical costs and work-related
expenses.

The numbers released Wednesday by the
Census Bureau are part of a newly developed
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supplemental poverty measure. Devised a
year ago, this measure provides a fuller pic-
ture of poverty that the government believes
can be used to assess safety-net programs by
factoring in living expenses and taxpayer-
provided benefits that the official formula
leaves out.

Based on the revised formula, the number
of poor people exceeded the 49 million, or 16
percent of the population, who were living
below the poverty line in 2010. That came as
more people in the slowly improving econ-
omy picked up low-wage jobs last year but
still struggled to pay living expenses. The re-
vised poverty rate of 16.1 percent also is
higher than the record 46.2 million, or 15 per-
cent, that the government’s official estimate
reported in September.

Due to medical expenses, higher living
costs and limited immigrant access to gov-
ernment programs, people 65 or older, His-
panics and urbanites were more likely to be
struggling economically under the alter-
native formula. Also spiking higher in 2011
was poverty among full-time and part-time
workers.

As a result, the portrait of poverty broken
down by state notably changes. California
tops the list, hurt by high housing costs,
large numbers of immigrants as well as less
generous tax credits and food stamp pro-
grams to buoy low-income families. It is fol-
lowed by the District of Columbia, Arizona,
Florida and Georgia.

In the official census tally, it was rural
states that were more likely to be near the
top of the list, led by Mississippi, New Mex-
ico, Arizona and Louisiana.

“We’re seeing a very slow recovery, with
increases in poverty among workers due to
more new jobs which are low-wage,” said
Timothy Smeeding, a University of Wis-
consin-Madison economist who specializes in
poverty. ‘“‘As a whole, the safety net is hold-
ing many people up, while California is
struggling more because it’s relatively hard-
er there to qualify for food stamps and other
benefits.”

Broken down by group, poverty was dis-
proportionately affecting people 65 and
older—about 15.1 percent, or nearly double
the 8.7 percent rate calculated under the offi-
cial formula. That’s because they have high-
er medical expenses, such as Medicare pre-
miums, deductibles and drug costs, that
aren’t factored into the official rate.

While poverty rates for older Americans as
a whole are higher, the new measure does
show improvement in their income levels—
about 15.1 percent were poor last year, down
from 15.8 percent in 2010. Smeeding at-
tributes that to a wave of more affluent,
still-working baby boomers in dual-income
households who are beginning to turn 65 and,
as a result, are slowly raising overall income
levels for seniors.

Working-age adults ages 18-64 saw an in-
crease in poverty from 13.7 percent based on
the official calculation to 15.5 percent, due
mostly to commuting and child care costs.

In contrast, the new measure showed de-
clines in poverty for children, from 22.3 per-
cent under the official formula to 18.1 per-
cent. Still, they remained the age group
most likely to be economically struggling by
any measure.

““These new numbers only reinforce what
AARP and AARP Foundation hear from real
people every day: older Americans are strug-
gling to make ends meet,” said Deb Whit-
man, executive vice president of AARP, an
advocacy group. ‘‘Policymakers need to un-
derstand that not every senior is well off and
the critically important role Social Security
or Medicare plays as providing a safety net
to keep even more older Americans out of
poverty. As Washington debates what should
happen during the lame duck, we cannot af-
ford to undermine the current safety net
that allows many to live with dignity.”



November 15, 2012

Hispanics and Asians also saw much higher
rates of poverty, 28 percent and 16.9 percent,
respectively, compared with rates of 25.4 per-
cent and 12.3 percent under the official for-
mula. Their poverty levels rose after the
government took into account safety-net
programs such as food stamps and housing,
which have lower participation among immi-
grants and non-English speakers.

In contrast, African-Americans saw a mod-
est decrease in poverty, from 27.8 percent
under the official rate to 25.7 percent based
on the revised numbers. Among non-Hispanic
whites, poverty rose from 9.9 percent to 11
percent.

Economists long have criticized the offi-
cial poverty rate as inadequate. Based on a
half-century-old government formula, the of-
ficial rate continues to assume the average
family spends one-third of its income on
food. Those costs have actually shrunk to a
much smaller share, more like one-seventh.

The official formula also fails to account
for other expenses such as out-of-pocket
medical care, child care and commuting, and
it does not consider noncash government aid,
such as food stamps and tax credits, when
calculating income.

In reaction to some of the criticism, the
government in 2010 asked the Census Bureau
to develop a new measure, based partly on
recommendations made by the National
Academy of Sciences. It released national
numbers based on that formula for the first
time last year. This year’s release features a
50-state breakdown on poverty, prompted in
part by local officials such as New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg who have argued
that the official measure does not take into
account urban costs of living and that larger
cities may get less federal money as a result.

The goal is to help lawmakers to better
gauge the effectiveness of anti-poverty pro-
grams, although it does not replace the Cen-
sus Bureau’s official poverty formula.

Among the findings:

—If it weren’t for Social Security pay-
ments, the poverty rate would rise to 54.1
percent for people 656 and older and 24.4 per-
cent for all age groups.

—Without refundable tax credits such as
the earned income tax credit, child poverty
would rise from 18.1 percent to 24.4 percent.

—Without food stamps, the overall poverty
rate would increase from 16.1 percent to 17.6
percent.

“These figures are timely given the loom-
ing expiration of two key measures that ac-
count for part of these programs’ large anti-
poverty impact: federal emergency unem-
ployment insurance and improvements in re-
fundable tax credits’ such as the Earned In-
come Tax Credit, said Arloc Sherman, a sen-
ior researcher at the Center for Budget and
Policy Priorities, a liberal-leaning think-
tank. ‘“‘Letting these measures expire at
year’s end could push large numbers of fami-
lies into poverty.”

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 50
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BASS of New Hampshire)
at noon.
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PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Alan Keiran, Office of
the United States Senate, offered the
following prayer:

Father God, as the Psalmist says, ‘I
will extol the Lord at all times; His
praise will always be on my lips. My
soul will boast in the Lord; let the af-
flicted hear and rejoice. Glorify the
Lord with me; let us exalt His name to-
gether.” (Psalm 34:1-3)

We depend on You, King of Heaven’s
armies, to reveal to our Nation’s lead-
ers Your plans to prosper our Nation
and its people, Your plans to give us
hope and a bright future. Inspire every
public servant to seek Your wisdom
and pray for Your daily favor to fall
upon our country and our world.

And may You, Lord, be with those
who are in harm’s way and their fami-
lies. This I ask in the Name above
every name.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from  Illinois  (Mrs.
BIGGERT) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. BIGGERT led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————

ISRAEL TO THE RESCUE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as
waves crashed across the east coast a
few weeks ago, taxpayer dollars were
still being funneled as foreign aid
around the globe. And while families
watched as superstorm Sandy washed
away their homes and the livelihoods
they had built for many years, over 158
countries were still busy cashing
checks from America.

Mr. Speaker, out of all the countries
we give aid to, I understand Israel was
the only country to send a lifeboat in
the wind and rain and flood to help our
victims in America. Israel took the ini-
tiative to help the victims during this
natural disaster. The Israel Flying Aid
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organization has been giving gas to
hospitals and batteries, food, and gen-
erators to superstorm Sandy victims.

We’ve been there for many countries
in the world. We send them our money,
but it’s no secret that many of them
hate us. They betray us, and yet we
still write them checks. While the
United States needs to reevaluate giv-
ing foreign aid to nations that hate us,
thanks should be given to our faithful
ally Israel.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
COMBAT DRONE PROGRAMS

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. American drones in
Pakistan have killed as many as 3,378
people. Drones in Yemen have killed as
many as 1,952 people. Drones in Soma-
lia have Kkilled as many as 170 people.
We’ve not declared war on any of these
nations, but our weapons have killed
innocent civilians in all of them. High-
ly reputable research shows that the
number of high-level targets killed as a
percentage of total casualties is esti-
mated at about 2 percent.

According to The Washington Post,
the Obama administration is working
on efforts to institutionalize the prac-
tice of targeted Kkillings by unmanned
drones abroad. The volume of these
killings challenges the morality and
the legality of the attacks. We are cre-
ating a precedent for other nations
that are developing the same tech-
nology. China has just unveiled a new
drone.

The drone program has thus far been
conducted with no oversight from Con-
gress or any judicial body. Congress
has a constitutional responsibility to
ensure that programs that are being
conducted in the name of our Nation
are legal, transparent, and account-
able. We are holding a briefing tomor-
row about this exact matter.

———

NICHOLAS DOMINGUEZ, A TRUE
HOMETOWN HERO

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to applaud a true hometown hero—
Nicholas Dominguez of Lockport, Illi-
nois—for saving a woman who nearly
drowned in Lake Michigan.

Earlier this year, Nicholas was enjoy-
ing time with his mother on a beach on
the Indiana shore when he noticed an
empty raft and swimmers in distress.
Thanks to his quick thinking and self-
less instincts, Nicholas was able to res-
cue Evelyn Hernandez, pulling her safe-
ly to a sandbar.

Several years ago, I had the privilege
of nominating Nicholas to the U.S.
Naval Academy, and I was pleased to
congratulate him on his recent gradua-
tion. Today, as a second lieutenant in
the Marines, he has already put on full
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