November 16, 2012

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in recognizing the life of Jane Sheats and
wishing her a joyous 80th birthday.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE FOUNDERS OF
OUTSMART OFFICE SOLUTIONS,
GEORGE PIEPER AND DAWN
ACKERMAN

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the founders of OutSmart Office
Solutions, George Pieper and Dawn Acker-
man, for being honored with the National Gay
and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce’s 2012
LGBT Supplier of the Year Award. George
and Dawn have dedicated themselves and
their careers to creating and strengthening an
economy that fosters equality for all people.

George and Dawn founded OutSmart Office
Solutions in 2007. They brought a combined
twenty-three years of experience to provide of-
fice products that are environmentally sustain-
able and built a business that expands oppor-
tunities for lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender business owners.

As a certified Lesbian,
Trangender-owned Business Enterprise
(LGBTBE), OutSmart Office  Solutions
partnered with Office Depot to distribute office
furniture and supplies. Office Depot’s Tier One
Supplier Diversity Partnership enables Out-
Smart Office Solutions to provide the highest
quality products and top-notch service to cor-
porations and individuals while promoting
workplace diversity.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
recognize George Pieper and Dawn Acker-
man. Businesses like OutSmart Office Solu-
tions play a vital role in stimulating our econ-
omy and ensuring equality for all members of
our communities.

Gay, Bisexual,

HONORING BRUCE PETERSON
HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the members of my congressional staff
who have served with me over the past six
years while | have been in office. A Member
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to
provide exceptional constituent services and
my staff is second to none in providing the
best assistance to everyone in our district. |
take great pride in the work that each one has
done on my behalf and on behalf of everyone
in the 11th Congressional District of North
Carolina.

Each District staff member has shown a
strong sense of dedication in meeting the
needs of each and every one of our constitu-
ents. They often go well beyond the call to
make sure each constituent is treated fairly
and respectfully by our government agencies
and that they receive appropriate resolution. |
owe a debt of gratitude to each one of them
for the support and friendship which they have
shown me while | have served in Congress.
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Bruce Peterson served as my first District
Director. In this key role, Bruce was the driv-
ing force behind establishing every detail of
our district operation. Bruce’s knowledge of
local government and officials proved invalu-
able as we developed relationships and meth-
ods for providing top-notch services to folks
across western North Carolina. Bruce used his
extensive background as a school adminis-
trator to help develop the excellent constituent
services that our office has been recognized
for during these past six years of service.

Bruce should be proud of the service he has
provided to our district and country. It has
been an honor to serve with him and as | re-
tire from office | wish him the very best in the
future. Western North Carolina is a better
place because of his efforts and | will cherish
the memories of serving with Bruce and the
team by my side.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and thanking Bruce Peterson
for his hard work on behalf of all of western
North Carolina and to wish him continued suc-
cess in his future endeavors.

————

A TRIBUTE TO THE SACRAMENTO
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS
LEAGUE

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the Sacramento Chapter
of the Japanese American Citizens League,
and congratulate the chapter as they celebrate
their 17th annual community awards dinner.

Through their long history, the Sacramento
JACL has been dedicated to advancing the
civil rights of all Americans, deterring hate
crimes across the Nation, and helping to lead
the Japanese-American community to social
and economic equality. On Thursday, Novem-
ber 15, 2012, the Sacramento Japanese
American Citizens League will host its 17th
annual community awards dinner.

During the dinner, the Sacramento JACL will
honor: the Sacramento Japanese United
Methodist Church, one of the oldest Japa-
nese-American congregations in Northern
California; the Sacramento Senator Lions
Club, a civic organization that provides its
members with opportunities to serve the com-
munity through fundraising and hands-on
projects; and the Sakura Minyo Doo Koo Kai,
a troupe that performs traditional Japanese
folk song and dance. These three organiza-
tions and their members have worked dili-
gently to serve the community, teach others
about the history of Japanese-Americans, and
help preserve the Japanese culture. They
stand as organizations that truly embrace the
dinner's theme of “Bunka Isan,” helping the
community honor the lives of their ancestors
and celebrating their own lives as Americans.

During the dinner, the Sacramento JACL will
also honor my friend and colleague, California
Assemblywoman Mariko Yamada. Mariko has
dedicated her life to serving the public in many
capacities: working as an investigator for the
U.S. Department of Commerce’s Office for
Civil Rights; as a member of the Yolo County
Board of Supervisors; and now representing
her constituents in the California State Assem-
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bly. She has had tremendous success in the
California Assembly, passing landmark bills
that imposed greater criminal penalties on as-
sailants that abuse the elderly and disabled,
provided increased housing and employment
opportunities for our veterans, and reformed
government policies to protect consumers
from negligence and fraud. Mariko has made
California and our Nation a better place for all,
and is truly worthy of tonight's honoring.

Mr. Speaker, | hereby recognize and com-
mend the Sacramento Chapter of the Japa-
nese American Citizens League and their hon-
orees for their continued service to Sac-
ramento, California and our Nation. | ask all
my colleagues to join with me in wishing them
continued success and support as they work
to protect the civil rights of all our citizens, and
preserve the history of Japanese-Americans.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MIKE PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably
absent on November 15, 2012, and missed
rollcall votes 605, 606, and 607. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye” on rollcall
votes 605, 606, and 607.

HONORING ERIN “DOTY’ GEORGES

HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the members of my Congressional Staff
who have served with me over the past six
years while | have been in office. A Member
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to
provide exceptional constituent services and
my team is second to none in providing the
best assistance to all in our District. My Wash-
ington, D.C. office is also tasked with re-
searching, processing, analyzing, and making
recommendations on an infinite number of re-
ports, policies, and legislation. | could not ask
for a more talented or dedicated team, and |
take great pride in the work that each staff
member has done not only on my behalf, but
also on behalf of the 11th Congressional Dis-
trict of North Carolina and the United States.

My team has shown a strong sense of dedi-
cation to meeting the needs of our constitu-
ency. | owe a debt of gratitude to each one of
them for the support and friendship they have
shown me during my six years of service in
the Congress.

A very special thank you goes to Erin
“Doty” Georges, who is the longest serving
staff member in my Washington, D.C. office
and has been a member of my team since
day one. After contributing to my first cam-
paign’s victory, Erin took on a number of port-
folios and responsibilities in my Washington
office, excelling at each and eventually rising
to the influential position of Legislative Direc-
tor. Erin has served as a trusted advisor on a
broad range of issues, but none more so than
health care policy. In this, Erin is regarded as
one the best and most capable among her




		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-25T22:17:31-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




