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HONORING DEBORAH KHALILI

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 27, 2012

Mr. BOEHNER. | rise today to honor an em-
ployee who is retiring after four decades of
distinguished service to the House. Deborah
Woodard Khalili of the Office of the Parliamen-
tarian’s Office of the Compilation of the Prece-
dents will retire at the end of November.

A Virginia native, Debby Khalili came to the
Office of the Compilation of the Precedents
from the Library of Congress to assist with the
production and development of Deschler's
Precedents in the fall of 1973. She has re-
mained with the office since that time, exhib-
iting exemplary service under five Parliamen-
tarians, eight Speakers, and eight Presidents.

Debby has helped with the production of all
18 volumes of Deschler's Precedents, encom-
passing 41 chapters of House precedent. She
is the sole staff member to cover the entirety
of the project’s tenure, working from the days
of hot-metal type to the digital age. She has
worked closely with fifteen legal editors during
her time with the project, allowing the
Deschler's Precedents volumes to maintain a
consistent editorial quality standard throughout
its development.

In addition, Debby has assisted in the bien-
nial production of the House Rules and Man-
ual and all three versions of House Practice.
However, her most lasting and important con-
tribution has been preserving the House
precedents for more than twenty Congresses.
She leaves behind a detailed and rich histor-
ical record, one that will be used by the Office
of the Parliamentarian and by legal scholars
for decades to come.

A wealth of institutional knowledge will de-
part the House upon Debby’s retirement. |
thank her for her service and wish her well in
her retirement with her husband, Hassan, and
her children Ramin and Meena.

————
HONORING BILL MASTERSON, JR.,
PUBLISHER OF THE TIMES

MEDIA COMPANY OF NORTH-
WEST INDIANA

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 27, 2012

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found respect and admiration that | stand be-
fore you today to honor Mr. Bill Masterson, Jr.,
for his remarkable success as Publisher of
The Times Media Company of Northwest Indi-
ana, as well as for his devotion to professional
and ethical business and community leader-
ship. Bill was named Publisher of the Year
2012 by Editor & Publisher, a monthly inter-

national publication covering the newspaper
industry. Bill will be honored at a reception
sponsored by the Northwest Indiana Forum on
Thursday, November 29, 2012, at the Briar
Ridge Country Club in Schererville, Indiana.

Bill Masterson, Jr., was named Publisher of
the Year 2012 by the Editor & Publisher edi-
torial board. Publishers from across the nation,
and as far as Germany and Nigeria, were
nominated by their employees and peers for
this prestigious honor. In this era of expanding
technology and economic difficulty, the news-
paper industry has been forced to make sig-
nificant adjustments in order to compete with
the revenue, marketing, and demographic
challenges facing traditional ink-on-paper
media. For his ability to think outside the box
and his innovative approach to shift the role of
the local newspaper within the community of
Northwest Indiana, Bill certainly exemplifies
the qualities of a true leader and is a worthy
recipient of this award.

Bil’'s publishing career spans twenty-five
years. In 2006, Mr. Masterson became Pub-
lisher of The Times Media Company of North-
west Indiana and was recently promoted to
Vice President of Publishing for Lee Enter-
prises, Incorporated, the parent company of
The Times. While he will continue to serve as
Publisher of The Times Media Company of
Northwest Indiana, in his new position, Bill and
three other vice presidents will oversee print
and digital operations for Lee Enterprises in
twenty-three states. Under his leadership at
The Times, Bill has been able to increase rev-
enue while avoiding major staff cuts. He has
cultivated an environment of innovation and
continues to provide high-quality content to
readers.

The changing role of the local newspaper
within the community motivated Mr. Masterson
to create “One Region: One Vision,” which
strives to improve the quality of life for the
people of Northwest Indiana. The movement
was launched five years ago and brings to-
gether local business, political, and community
leaders in order to promote positive change
within the community. The program has led to
urban revitalization, a bimonthly mayor’s
roundtable discussion, the establishment of a
health care council, and it has helped to in-
crease community involvement and aware-
ness. Bill also serves on the executive board
of directors for the Barden of Gary Foundation
and the Boys and Girls Clubs of Northwest In-
diana, where he initiated a campaign to raise
funds for a new Boys and Girls Club and com-
munity center in Gary, Indiana. To date, the
campaign has raised more than $5.5 million.

Bill Masterson is the epitome of an excellent
person of business. He innately understands
and actively lives the words spoken by Jacob
Marley in A Christmas Carol: “Mankind was
my business. The common welfare was my
business; charity, mercy, forbearance, and be-
nevolence, were, all, my business.” We are
fortunate that he walks among us.

Bil's exceptional dedication to his field and
to his community is exceeded only by his de-

votion to his amazing family. Bill and his be-
loved wife, Julie, have six wonderful children
and three grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other colleagues join me in congratulating
Bill Masterson, Jr., on being named Publisher
of the Year 2012. For his unwavering commit-
ment to improving the quality of life for the
people of Northwest Indiana and his remark-
able career with The Times Media Company
of Northwest Indiana, Bill serves as an inspira-
tion to us all.

—————

TRIBUTE TO MS. AMANDA ROGERS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 27, 2012

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Ms. Amanda Rogers who was
born on April 17, 1997. Ms Rogers’s tenacity
to excel and kind heart have been empha-
sized through her community service and her
academic achievements.

Ms. Rogers graduated from Pre School with
the highest GPA at the school. She was val-
edictorian and she served with distinction as
President of the Student Body, where she also
tutored students with learning difficulties. She
continued to excel academically while at
Urban Assembly Institute School for Young
Women in Science and Math. Ms. Rogers was
Valedictorian once more and graduated with
an impressive 99.2 GPA, achieving high
scores in all of her Regents exams. It is worth
noting that Ms. Rogers graduated from both
elementary and intermediate schools with per-
fect attendance.

Ms. Rogers now attends Brooklyn College
Academy where she finished her first year of
high school receiving the highest Regent
scores. Ms. Rogers continues to help her fel-
low students through tutoring. Next year, as a
junior, she will be on Brooklyn College’s cam-
pus taking courses towards an Associate’s de-
gree.

In addition to her educations, this former
Girl Scout finds time to do community service
work through several organizations. She is a
two time recipient of the White House U.S.
Presidential Award. She has studied Modern,
African, Ballet, Hip-Hop, Tap and Belly Danc-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, those who meet the young Ms.
Rogers are taken by her humility and giving
spirit. Ms Rogers aspires to become a doctor
and with her determination we are sure that
she will continue to excel and be an example
of leadership to her peers.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to Ms. Amanda Rogers.
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