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has led to discoveries and technological ad-
vances that have been truly revolutionary.
NSF-funded researchers have decoded the
genetics of viruses and created an entirely
new state of matter. NSF-funded research is
also enhancing our understanding of the link
between brain health and overall human
health.

These examples merely scratch the surface
of federally-funded research discoveries and
only hint at the promise of our continued in-
vestment in research. We can imagine the
possibilities—a cure for HIV/AIDS, the elimi-
nation of health disparities, or the end of Alz-
heimer’'s disease. If we don’t stop the seques-
ter cuts, which include budget cuts of $2.5 bil-
lion to NIH, $586 million to NSF, and $490
million to CDC, or any other cuts, these dis-
coveries could be severely delayed or even
worse never become reality. We can’t allow
that. We must avert these cuts and replace
them with a balanced approach that continues
our investment in research.

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. EVELYN
TURNER PUGH
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to extend my sincerest appreciation to
not only an outstanding public servant but an
extraordinary banker and fiscal professional,
Mrs. Evelyn Turner Pugh, Vice President of
SunTrust Bank and Mayor Pro Tem of Colum-
bus, Georgia, upon her retirement this year
from SunTrust Bank. Retirement celebrations
will be held on Friday, November 30, 2012 at
4:00 p.m. at SunTrust Bank in Columbus and
at 7:00 p.m. at The Benning Club at Fort
Benning, Georgia.

A Columbus, Georgia native, Mrs. Pugh re-
ceived an Associate’s degree in Secretarial
Science, a Bachelor's in Management/Ac-
counting and an MBA in Business Administra-
tion from Columbus College before it was
known as Columbus State University.

Beginning her career as a secretary at Co-
lumbus College and Progressive Funeral
Home, Mrs. Pugh rose quickly through the
ranks, holding a number of positions ranging
from entry-level to managerial at Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Georgia across the span of thir-
ty years.

In 1999, Mrs. Pugh was appointed Vice
President of SunTrust Bank, West Georgia,
the position she still holds today. In addition,
Mrs. Pugh also serves as City Councilor—
Post 4 and in 2007, was elected Mayor Pro
Tem of Columbus Consolidated Government.

Due to her strong leadership and dedication
to public service, Mrs. Pugh was appointed by
former Governor Zell Miller to the Georgia Pol-
icy Council on Children and Families in 1995;
the University of Georgia Carl Vinson Institute
of Government Advisory Committee in 1995;
and the Mental Health, Mental Retardation
and Substance Abuse (MHMRSA) Funding
Study Committee in 1998.

Mrs. Pugh was also appointed Chair of the
National League of Cities’ Public Safety &
Crime Prevention Steering Committee in 1996,
where she worked with former U.S. Attorney
General Janet Reno and the U.S. Department
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of Justice to increase the flexibility in the use
of grants from Community Oriented Policing
Services, COPS.

Moreover, Mrs. Pugh was elected as Geor-
gia Chair of Women in Municipal Government
in 1995 and President of the Georgia Munic-
ipal Association in 1999. She was appointed
to the Georgia Public Defenders Council by
former Lieutenant Governor Mark Taylor. She
has also served on the Board of Directors and
Advisory Council of the National League of
Cities.

In conjunction with her professional accom-
plishments, Mrs. Pugh has served on a num-
ber of boards including the Board of Directors
for Girls, Inc., St. Francis Hospital, Columbus
Technical College, Columbus Housing Initia-
tive, Liberty Theatre, and Muscogee Edu-
cational Excellence Foundation. She is also a
member of the Columbus Chapter of The
Links, Inc. and the Columbus Alumnae Chap-
ter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and has
served as President, Treasurer, and Financial
Secretary, among other roles, continuing the
sorority’s tradition of far-reaching service to
the community. In addition, she has been
awarded the Martin Luther King. Jr. Unity
Award, among other distinguished honors.
Former Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm
once said that, “Service is the rent that we
pay for the space that we occupy here on this
earth.” Mrs. Pugh has paid her rent and she
has paid it well.

Mrs. Pugh has accomplished many things in
her life but none of this would have been pos-
sible without the enduring love and support of
her husband Reginald; children Marcus, Mau-
rice, Tajuana, Talender and Reggie; daugh-
ters-in-law Tasha and April; and grandchildren
Lincoln, Lyric, Makaylah, Imani, Caleb, Taylor,
McKenzie, Jaylon, Kennedy and Regan.

The great agricultural chemist George
Washington Carver once said, “It is not the
style of clothes one wears, neither the kind of
automobile one drives, nor the amount of
money one has in the bank, that counts.
These mean nothing. It is simply service that
measures success.” By any measure, Evelyn
Turner Pugh has been successful because of
her service to humankind.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join my
wife, Vivian, and me, along with the almost
700,000 people in the 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, in paying tribute to Mrs. Eve-
lyn Turner Pugh upon her retirement from
SunTrust Bank, while she continues her exem-
plary service to the Columbus, Georgia com-
munity.

———
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Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, earlier this year
| congratulated Joyce Banda on becoming the
first female President of the Republic of Ma-
lawi. In her first 100 days, President Banda
amassed an impressive list of accomplish-
ments including securing Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation investments, pledges for
more support from USAID and strengthening
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Malawi’s commitment to democracy. President
Banda has now been named by Foreign Pol-
icy magazine a 2012 “Top 100 Global Think-
er,” being accredited for “stepping in—and
up—to fix a broken country.” | congratulate
President Joyce Banda on this most recent
acknowledgement of her success. Submitted
here is the text of her prestigious recognition:

When Malawian President Bingu wa
Mutharika died of a heart attack in April, it
wasn’t immediately clear what would be-
come of his vice president, Joyce Banda. The
two had fallen out in recent years, with the
increasingly autocratic president booting
Banda from his political party in 2010. Even
Mutharika’s wife publicly derided the
smalltown veep—a longtime grassroots advo-
cate for women, children, and the poor—
scoffing, ‘‘She will never be president. How
can a mandazi [fritter] seller be president?”’
After a tense two days in the wake of
Mutharika’s death, however, Banda proved
the first lady wrong, becoming Africa’s sec-
ond-ever female president.

Governing Malawi—where an estimated 75
percent of its more than 15 million residents
live on $1 or less a day—presents enormous
challenges, to be sure. But in just seven
months Banda has largely thrown out her
predecessor’s playbook, showing the world
how to take charge and work to turn around
a troubled country. Within days of taking of-
fice, she dismissed key members of
Mutharika’s administration, including the
police chief in power when 19 Malawian dem-
onstrators were killed at a 2011 opposition
rally, and in May, amid rising persecution of
gays in Africa, she vowed to repeal Malawi’s
laws against homosexuality. By devaluing
the Malawian currency by more than a third,
a move Mutharika had long refused despite
the IMF’s urging, Banda also secured a
much-needed $157 million IMF loan in June—
a first step toward rebuilding Malawi’s de-
bilitated economy.

Her work is cut out for her. So far, how-
ever, all signs suggest Banda could become a
new model for African leadership—shedding
the strongman syndrome and getting down
to business to help the poor. To prove it, she
has cut her own salary by 30 percent and put
her predecessor’s $12 million presidential jet
and most of his fleet of 60 luxury cars up for
sale. ‘I can as well use private airlines,’’ she
said. “I am already used to hitchhiking.”
But it’s more than that: “I must dem-
onstrate to Malawians that we are in this to-
gether,” she explained to Al Jazeera. ‘I must
be the first person to set an example.”” For
Malawi, and the world over.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JIMMY AND
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AUBURN UNIVERSITY'S LIFE-
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Friday, November 30, 2012

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to commend members of an out-
standing family who have spent their lives
building successful businesses and giving
back to their community. Jimmy and Chris
Pursell started Pursell Technologies, Pursell
Farms and FarmLinks all located in or around
Talladega County in Alabama.

Jimmy Pursell grew up in Talladega, Ala-
bama and graduated from Auburn University
in 1952. In 1953, Jimmy married Chris Parker
of Sylacauga, Alabama. Jimmy spent four
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