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STEM JOBS ACT OF 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 30, 2012 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, hundreds of 
millions of hard-working people who are citi-
zens of foreign nations want to become Ameri-
cans. That is a testament to the greatness of 
our country. 

America can only accept a limited number 
of those who wish to move to our shores each 
year. Accordingly, we should provide visas in 
a manner that reflects they are a valuable 
asset to be allocated carefully. 

I do not believe the Diversity Visa Lottery is 
a good way to allocate the inherently limited 
number of immigrant visas. I believe that a ra-
tional, well-designed immigration system 
would not include the Diversity Visa Lottery. 

Given the political climate and legislative 
rules that we face, the passage of the bill be-
fore us on Friday, November 30, 2012, was 
not a step toward enacting a well-designed, 
rational immigration system. Nor was the 
Democratic Motion to Recommit likely to be 
the basis of a bipartisan reform bill. In any 
case, the bill will not be acted on by the Sen-
ate. 

Some of the visas we allocate should go to 
those who can provide the investment capital 
to create jobs within the United States. Some 
of the visas should go for family unification 
and for the humane treatment of refugees and 
persecuted persons. And some visas should 
go to those who have talents and skills that 
our economy needs. However, we need a bet-
ter system than the one provided in this bill. 

I look forward to creating a rational immigra-
tion system in 2013. 

f 

HONORING UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE VETERANS 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor our veterans. 

There are no words that can express the 
gratitude that the American people owe all of 
the men and women who choose to serve the 
United States of America in the armed serv-
ices. We are all humbled by the sacrifice they 
make—knowingly putting themselves in harm’s 
way while also leaving loved ones behind. 
This commitment is the mark of America’s fin-
est citizens and those who answer to a higher 
calling. Allow me to honor, from the Air Force: 

Willie H. Duckworth, William Frank 
Kornegay, Lexxie Neloms, Jr., Henry David 
Cunningham. Jr., David A. Bell, Jimmie L. 
Brown, Ronald E. Green, Charles K. Bronson, 
Clarles Flower, Charles Ronnye Johnson, Sr., 

Rolland James, Elizabeth Meyers, George 
Morris, Lee Miller Brown, Sr., Louis Sparks II, 
Benjamin R. Wilson, Roland James, Alfred 
Gordon, Louis Tyler, Christopher Flynn, Clyde 
Hilton, Loyd Harrison, Fred Rosenkoff Derek 
Joy, Otis Kitchen, Carolyn Crowell, Andrea 
Naomi Johnson, Robert A. Sewell, George Al-
bert Stewart, Elizabeth Myers, Antonio White, 
Skip Williams, Rodney X. Chain, Stafford 
Nairn, Willard Shepard, Darryl Jones, Ryan 
Ayer; 

Finally, it is not our tanks, weapons or ma-
chinery that make the United States Armed 
Forces the best military in the world. It is our 
young men and women who serve profes-
sionally with honor and distinction. If not for 
these exemplary citizens, freedom and the 
American way of life would not be safe and 
secure. For these sacrifices, we respect and 
should commend their service everyday of the 
year. Congress has designated, November 
11th 2012 as the official day showing our grat-
itude. 

Please join me in honoring these American 
heroes for their bravery and sacrifice in de-
fense of this great nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I was 
out of town due to a family medical situation 
and was not present for rollcall votes Nos. 609 
and 610 on Tuesday, November 27, 2012. 
Had I been present, I would have voted in this 
manner: 

Rollcall vote No. 609—On Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass, as amended, the 
Medical Preparedness Allowable Use Act: 
‘‘yes.’’ 

Rollcall vote No. 610—On Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Concur in the Senate 
Amendment, the Jamie Zapata Border En-
forcement Security Task Force Act: ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

CELEBRATING THE SAN FRAN-
CISCO GIANTS 2012 WORLD SE-
RIES VICTORY 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the 2012 World Series Cham-
pions, the San Francisco Giants. On October 
28, 2012, the Giants defeated the Detroit Ti-
gers by a score of four to three in game four 
to sweep the World Series, winning the fran-
chise’s second championship since the team 
moved to San Francisco from New York in 
1958. By their tremendous victory, our Giants 
once again made us the proudest city in base-
ball. 

This year, the Giants showed tenacity, 
heart, and teamwork on their path to victory. 
They unleashed their arsenal of reliable start-
ing pitching, stellar relief pitching, heroic de-
fense, and powerful hitting to outlast their ri-
vals in the fiercely contested National League 
Western Division. Their performance was a 
portrait of grit and good sportsmanship from 
the first pitch through the last, and we cele-
brate them for their excellence on and off the 
field. 

There is no one superstar on the Giants’ 
roster; they are a band of brothers who ‘‘play 
for the name on the front of their jerseys, not 
the name on the back.’’ Congratulations to all 
25 players on the playoff roster, including 
World Series Most Valuable Player Pablo 
Sandoval, who demonstrated the true meaning 
of ‘‘Panda Power’’ to the rest of the country, 
and National League Most Valuable Player 
Buster Posey, as well as: Jeremy Affeldt, 
Madison Bumgarner, Matt Cain, Santiago 
Casilla, Tim Lincecum, Javier Lopez, Guil-
lermo Mota, George Kontos, Sergio Romo, 
Barry Zito, Ryan Vogelsong, Marco Scutaro, 
Brandon Crawford, Gregor Blanco, Aubrey 
Huff, Brandon Belt, Hunter Pence, Angel 
Pagan, Hector Sanchez, Jose Mijares, Joa-
quin Arias, Ryan Theriot, and Xavier Nady. 

This year’s extraordinary win required a full 
team effort, from the field to the front office. 
While the players poured their hearts out on 
the diamond, the thanks and gratitude of all 
Giants fans also goes to the team’s Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Larry Baer, General Manager 
Brian Sabean, and Manager Bruce Bochy. 
Through their commitment, strategy, guidance, 
and dedication, the 2012 San Francisco Gi-
ants emerged as the 2012 World Series 
champions. 

The San Francisco community united in 
support behind their team and an estimated 
one million fans turned out to celebrate their 
victory in a parade full of past and present 
San Francisco baseball legends. Congratula-
tions to the passionate and devoted Giants 
fans in northern California, across the country, 
and around the world for their unrelenting sup-
port of the Giants. 

f 

HONORING OUR VETERANS AND 
THEIR FAMILIES THROUGH THE 
AMERICAN VETERANS TRAV-
ELING TRIBUTE 

HON. STEVE AUSTRIA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. AUSTRIA. Mr. Speaker, while we can 
never fully express the depth of our apprecia-
tion for those who have risked and given their 
lives to protect our freedoms, I rise today on 
behalf of the constituents of Ohio’s Seventh 
Congressional District to recognize and honor 
our military veterans and their families through 
the American Veterans Traveling Tribute. 

Our veterans have quietly gone to work and 
war so that Americans can freely pursue their 
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dreams. Their spouses have gone about the 
daily task of keeping the home fires burning, 
and have often sacrificed careers and other 
goals to provide stability at home during con-
stant transitions. Furthermore, their children 
have learned to be resilient and appreciative 
of the cost of freedom. They are strong fami-
lies who have contributed to our communities, 
and have defended our Constitution and free-
doms. 

The American Veterans Traveling Tribute is 
a mobile memorial dedicated primarily to the 
memory of fallen military members from Viet-
nam. The traveling unit centerpiece of a the 
American Veterans Traveling Tribute is a 380- 
foot exact replica of the Vietnam Memorial 
Wall, and the AVTT includes memorial dis-
plays honoring the veterans of World War 2, 
Korean War, the Gulf War, September 11th at-
tack victims and the current War on Terror. 

A non-profit event owned by a retired Army 
Vietnam veteran, there is a patch and coin 
available from the AVTT that is inscribed, ‘‘I 
touched the Wall; the Wall touched me.’’ This 
motto was so very true for a small group of 
veterans and citizens in Greene County, Ohio 
who formed a committee and hosted the 
AVTT in Xenia from October 10–14, 2012. 
They physically touched the Wall, but their 
lives were touched forever along with the lives 
of thousands of visitors who came to Xenia to 
see the AVTT. 

Tim and Susan Spradlin of Xenia proposed 
the project in August 2011. Tim is a retired Air 
Force Reserve first sergeant, a member of the 
Greene County Veterans Service Commission 
plus he and Susan are very active members 
of the Ohio Patriot Guard Riders. A veteran of 
combat in Iraq, Tim was frustrated by the fact 
that age and injuries caused him to retire from 
the reserve in late 2008 at age 49 after 30 
total years of service. He found new ways to 
serve the military with the Patriot Guard and 
the veteran’s commission. In 2010 Susan and 
Tim rode a PGR escort mission in Sidney, 
Ohio for the AVTT display there. On seeing 
the entire display Tim told his wife, ‘‘...Steve 
Molden would love this’’, and so the idea of 
hosting the AVTT in Xenia was first born. 

Steve Molden is a Vietnam veteran in 
Xenia, who proudly served with the 3rd Bri-
gade of the 82nd Airborne Division. Now re-
tired from Greene County services depart-
ment, Steve is also a former volunteer mem-
ber of the Xenia Township Fire Department 
and Greene County Rescue, where Tim 
Spradlin had met him many years ago. For 
many years Steve had been frustrated in his 
efforts to organize Veterans Day and Memorial 
Day ceremonies or parades in Xenia. Tim was 
aware of Steve’s frustration and wanted to do 
something special for Steve and other Viet-
nam veterans like him. Activated in 1991 for 
the Desert Shield / Desert Storm conflict, Tim 
never forgot that there were Vietnam veterans 
across the nation who stood up in support of 
the new generation of military, loudly pro-
claiming that these war vets would not be 
abused or mistreated as many Vietnam vets 
had been. Tim suggested to the Veterans 
Commission that they could host the AVTT, 
and the committee was born. 

First to join the local AVTT committee was 
Steve Molden and veteran’s service office di-
rector Lame Woodward. Lance is a disabled 
Navy veteran who was part of the AVTT dis-
play planning in Clermont County, Ohio in 
2003. Susan followed her husband and 

agreed to serve as the treasurer for the group, 
and Steve’s wife Karen joined as the volunteer 
coordinator, to honor her husband and her 
uncle, member of the Order of the Purple 
Heart for wounds in Vietnam. 

Steve Molden also brought his old friend 
Jim McMichaels on board. Jim is a Navy vet-
eran of Vietnam, a high school classmate of 
Steve, and they both personally knew some of 
the 34 sons of Greene County who were killed 
in Vietnam, and whose names were engraved 
on the Wall. Other members of the community 
stepped up to serve also, including Jim Ken-
nedy and Helena Curtis. Helena is a former 
deputy sheriff and cancer survivor whose spirit 
and dedication as unmatched. She said she 
was inspired to serve on the committee in 
honor of her father and grandfather who were 
military war veterans. Jim Madsen, a retired 
Air Force officer and federal civilian was proud 
to join the group and dedicated hundreds of 
hours, stating it was his personal way to say 
thank you, that he felt the need to do more 
since he had never been tasked to go to war 
during his service years. 

As the committee worked for a year to plan 
the AVTT event many other citizens, spouses, 
veterans and business people joined the ef-
fort. For Susan Spradlin it was hard work but 
a labor of love, honoring her husband as an 
Iraq vet, a tribute to her late father who was 
a Navy veteran of Korea, and her brother who 
was disabled due to service in the Gulf War. 
Betty Zentiara is 80 years old, a Marine Corps 
veteran of Korea and dedicated many hours of 
her time to working in the kitchen at the event 
to serve refreshments to the many volunteers. 
Master Sergeant Jason Larimore, an active 
duty member from Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base joined the effort and recruited many ac-
tive duty Air Force personnel to man the Wall 
at night, providing security. David ‘‘Smitty’’ 
Smith, retired Greene County deputy sheriff 
and 101st Airborne veteran of Vietnam was 
very honored to serve and inspired to bring 
out his motorcycle ad joined the Ohio Patriot 
Guard Riders as a result of his experience on 
the AVTT committee. Marine veteran Ed 
Vance tearfully told his fellow committee mem-
bers that the experience had ‘‘changed his 
life’’. There were two church pastors who par-
ticipated in the event and ceremonies; both 
were also Vietnam veterans. Many fire and 
law enforcement personnel also got involved, 
notably Captain Doug Cope, a shift com-
mander with the City of Xenia Fire Division 
and a veteran of the rescue team deployment 
to New York City after the September 11th at-
tacks on the World Trade Center. 

Steve and Karen Molden worked to create 
34 plaques with the names, ranks, service in-
formation and dates for the Greene County 
citizens killed in Vietnam. These plaques were 
placed at the base of The Wall during the 4 
day display, a touching personal memory of 
the local sacrifice paid by the community. 
Some of the families for those killed in action 
came to see the Wall in Xenia and they were 
presented with the plaque in honor of their fall-
en brother. 

Over the 4 day display of the AVTT there 
was a motorcycle escort parade, music and 
concerts, a police and fire September 11th 
memorial service, and numerous interactions, 
reunions and fellowship. Steve Molden and 
Jim McMichaels were out at the Wall almost 
constantly, leaving late at night for some sleep 
and then back early the next day, walking, sit-

ting in a golf cart or on a bench, talking, 
teaching and sharing . . . not only were they 
paying tribute to the fallen, but they were hon-
oring all veterans by educating others about 
Vietnam, the war and the people who fought 
it. Watching these veterans and others find 
healing through this project was so rewarding. 

The pinnacle event was the military memo-
rial service on Saturday October 13th. Guest 
speakers included Congressman Steve Aus-
tria, Ohio Patriot Guard captain Bob Woods 
(US Army Vietnam), AVTT owner Don Allen 
(US Army Vietnam) and Major General Ed 
Mechenbier, US Air Force Vietnam, who was 
shot down while flying an F4 aircraft and spent 
nearly 6 years in a POW cell. There was not 
a dry eye in the large crowd as the 34 names 
of Greene County KIA were read. ‘‘Sorry for 
crying, but I went to high school with some of 
these guys, ‘‘ explained a tearful Jim 
McMichaels as he and Vietnam vets Steve 
Molden, Sam Wallace, Pastor John Corcoran 
and Pastor Wes Barnhill read the details of 
the fallen. The end of the reading was fol-
lowed by the USAF band, the bagpipes play-
ing Amazing Grace and a bugler playing 
‘‘Taps’’ as a memorial wreath was laid at the 
apex of the Wall. For Steve Molden, Tim 
Spradlin and Jim McMichaels it was the end of 
a long year, as they sat down on a park bench 
near the wall and shared tears of joy for the 
good they had done together, and the blessing 
of surviving their wars. 

Inspired by the dedication and initiative of 
so many people, the Greene County Veterans 
Tribute Committee will continue to make a dif-
ference. After all the AVTT bills were paid, the 
committee donated part of their remaining 
funding to the Honor Flight program and part 
to the Wounded Warrior Project. The remain-
der will be kept in the non-profit endowment 
fund as the seed money for a new project; we 
have a vision to build a suitable large war me-
morial for all Greene County veterans and 
families on the lawn of the county courthouse. 
With the support of the community, the Mem-
bers have no doubt that they can continue to 
serve local veterans, serve the community, the 
nation and with God’s blessings create a per-
manent tribute to all Greene County citizens 
who have served in the United States Armed 
Forces or paid the ultimate cost of freedom. 

I am grateful that Greene County, located 
within my district, was granted the opportunity 
to remember and celebrate the lives of vet-
erans and first responders through the Amer-
ican Veterans Traveling Tribute. All those who 
worked to make this event happen are to be 
commended for their time and efforts. It was 
a bittersweet time to remember both those 
who came home from Vietnam and other wars 
as well as those who never had the chance. 

Thus, today I ask my colleagues to join me 
and the constituents of Ohio’s Seventh Con-
gressional District in honoring our military vet-
erans and their families for their continued and 
selfless service to the land of the free. 

f 

HONORING THE SONOMA COUNTY 
HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor The Sonoma Hispanic 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1867 
County Chamber of Commerce, of Santa 
Rosa, California on the occasion of their 25th 
anniversary celebration. 

The mission of the Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce is to promote and support Sonoma 
County businesses with a commitment to-
wards creating a healthy business environ-
ment through education, civic, and economic 
programs. They are an association of individ-
uals, organizations, and business profes-
sionals working together to enhance our local 
economy and foster a positive cultural image. 

The Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of 
Sonoma County was founded in the spring of 
1987, and has since greatly expanded its 
membership and endeavors. Originally known 
as the Latino Breakfast Club, it formalized into 
a network of professionals, entrepreneurs, 
business people, and community leaders— 
Hispanic and non-Hispanic—who recognize 
the importance of the Hispanic community and 
its impact on society. 

In the last 24 years, the Chamber has 
raised over $280,000 for the Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce Scholarship Fund, which 
has been distributed to over 300 students liv-
ing in Sonoma County. These scholarships 
have helped many rising Latino students reach 
their goals by supporting their financial needs. 
Bilingual parent/student workshops were insti-
tuted in order to complement the scholarship 
program, and have since provided information 
on FAFSA, financial aid, and the college tran-
sition. 

In order to get further involved in the com-
munity, the Sonoma County Chamber of Com-
merce established the Leadership Academy, 
modeled after the well-respected program de-
veloped by the Press Democrat, The Press 
Democrat Leadership Forum. The Leadership 
Academy was created with the objectives of 
encouraging a new generation of leaders in 
Sonoma County and facilitating an ongoing 
dialogue that helps members of the Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce understand all the 
ways our hometowns are changing. 

Members of the Sonoma County Hispanic 
Network have an opportunity to create a dif-
ference in the community. Through the mem-
bership their voices are heard in the political, 
social, economic, and educational arenas. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time 
that we acknowledge The Sonoma County 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce for their ex-
traordinary work. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. WADE NOR-
WOOD OF ROCHESTER, NEW 
YORK, WINNER OF THE ‘‘ROCK IN 
THE POND’’ AWARD 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, it is my es-
teemed honor to recognize Mr. Wade Nor-
wood of the Finger Lakes Health Systems 
Agency (FLHSA) in Rochester, New York, who 
was today awarded the ‘‘Rock in the Pond’’ 
Unsung Heroes of Public Health Award by the 
Campaign for Public Health. I am immensely 
proud of Wade and the work that he and the 
FLHSA do for the citizens of Rochester. 

Wade has dedicated his life to ensuring 
long-term community change for today’s fami-

lies and future generations. When it comes to 
public health, he is a true ‘‘rock in the pond’’— 
advocating for the betterment of our commu-
nity, with a keen interest for the underserved 
and the most vulnerable. He gives a voice to 
those who do not have one, and advocates 
health care equity for all, whether in his role 
as Director of Community Engagement at the 
FLHSA, as Pastor of the Holy Jerusalem Spir-
itual Church in Rochester, NY, or as a mem-
ber of the New York State Board of Regents. 

At FLHSA, Wade plays a crucial role in con-
vening programs that improve public health, 
such as the local Partnership for the Unin-
sured, the Rochester Area Task Force on 
AIDS, the Coalition to Prevent Lead Poi-
soning, the African-American Health Coalition 
and the Latino Health Coalition, and Healthi 
Kids, among others. He has been the face 
and voice of statewide health care improve-
ment as he has led the FLHSA’s effort to re-
duce health disparities, helping to shape the 
Agency’s community engagement efforts and 
providing leadership to issues that have a tre-
mendous impact on the health of the city of 
Rochester and the Finger Lakes region. He 
heads up a program called Healthi Kids, which 
advocates for policy changes that prevent 
childhood obesity, and which has resulted in 
returning recess into Rochester City School 
District (RCSD) elementary schools and work-
ing with the RCSD to provide healthier, more 
nutritional and culturally relevant meals during 
the school year and summer camps. As a re-
sult, approximately 30,000 children and youth 
receive healthier school meals daily. 

Wade also convenes the Coalition to Pre-
vent Lead Poisoning in Rochester, an edu-
cation and advocacy organization composed 
of nearly 100 individuals and community orga-
nizations dedicated to eliminating childhood 
lead poisoning in Monroe County. The pro-
gram received the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s (EPA) Environmental Justice 
Achievement Award for its leadership in com-
munity-based efforts to prevent childhood lead 
poisoning. It has influenced major lead-related 
public policy changes, including a local lead 
ordinance requiring inspections for lead paint 
hazards. 

Under Wade’s leadership, the High Blood 
Pressure Collaborative aims to reduce the in-
cidence of hypertension and its devastating ef-
fects (heart disease, kidney disease, and 
stroke) through a collaborative approach and 
community engagement. The program in-
cludes working with employers to establish 
worksite wellness initiatives, collaborating with 
faith and community based organizations in 
inner city neighborhoods where residents find 
barriers in accessing care, and working with 
health providers to improve their practices’ 
control rate of high blood pressure. In 2012 
alone, the Collaborative provided over 7,000 
face-to-face blood pressure readings and con-
sultations, and another 6,000 with kiosks stra-
tegically located in public facilities, such as li-
braries. 

Wade has expanded the roles of the Health 
Disparities/African American and Latino Health 
Coalitions to ensure there is a community 
table that is truly representative, and that all 
voices are heard. Wade and the members of 
the coalitions address diseases of deep im-
pact to minorities, which include metabolic 
syndrome and high blood pressure. This effort 
included engaging 19 churches—including his 
own—with a membership in excess of 5,000 

minority congregants, to engage in screening 
and health literacy programs. 

Wade also led the Partnership on the Unin-
sured in its evaluation of insurance coverage 
barriers, defining community-wide strategies to 
address these barriers, and implementing a 
strategic approach to diminishing the number 
of those without health insurance. 

Whether it is through his extensive work 
with FLHSA, on volunteer boards, in his par-
ish, or in the many civic roles he holds, Wade 
embodies the ‘‘Rock in the Pond’’ award he 
has received. He makes a difference in the 
health and well-being of all in our community. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring Mr. 
Wade Norwood for his commitment, his self-
lessness, and his passion to improve the 
health and lives of all those around him. 

f 

HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MUSEUM OF HIS-
TORY & INDUSTRY AND THE 
GRAND OPENING OF ITS NEW 
MUSEUM AT LAKE UNION PARK 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the 60th anniversary of the Museum 
of History & Industry (MOHAI) in Seattle, and 
to salute the museum as it prepares for the 
Grand Opening of its new museum at Lake 
Union Park on December 29, 2012. 

Since its founding in 1952, MOHAI has es-
tablished itself as the preeminent history cen-
ter in the Seattle region, engaging over 
100,000 visitors and 17,000 students and their 
teachers each year in the exploration of the 
history, character and development of Seattle 
and the Central Puget Sound region. 

Drawing on a collection of more than 4 mil-
lion historic artifacts, archives, photographs 
and oral histories, MOHAI exhibits and pro-
grams bring visitors face-to-face with the chal-
lenges of the past so that they can make in-
formed decisions for the future. Working with 
school districts from across the region, MOHAI 
programs foster the civic literacy which is so 
essential to a strong community, and the mu-
seum provides a full range of scholarship 
services so that all students have access to 
the power of history. 

With the opening of its expansive new mu-
seum in the landmark Naval Reserve Armory 
at Lake Union Park, MOHAI is poised to 
launch a history museum distinguished by 
leading edge technology, research and edu-
cational programs, which will serve the Seattle 
area for the 21st Century. 

In recognition of its excellence, MOHAI is 
accredited by the American Alliance of Muse-
ums, is an official affiliate of the Smithsonian 
Institution, and was selected by Museum Mag-
azine as one of the 60 international ‘‘museums 
that matter.’’ 

As we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the 
Museum of History & Industry, I would like to 
convey my congratulations to MOHAI on the 
opening of its new museum and its expanding 
work to ensure that the lessons of history are 
shared with generations to come. 
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HONORING NATHAN WILONDEK 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Mr. Nathan Wilondek, of Defiance 
Ohio. Mr. Wilondek was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross on Monday, November 
12 during a Veterans Day program at Tinora 
High School 

The Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) is a 
military decoration awarded to any officer or 
enlisted member of the United States Armed 
Forces who distinguishes himself or herself in 
support of operations by ‘‘heroism or extraor-
dinary achievement while participating in an 
aerial flight, subsequent to November 11, 
1918.’’ 

Wilondek was a Warrant Office 1 helicopter 
pilot serving in the Republic of Vietnam. On 
August 18, 1969, WO1 Wilondek volunteered 
along with his crew to fly a resupply mission 
to an infantry company that had become com-
pletely surrounded by the NVA. Without 
gunship cover WO1 Wilondek and his crew 
(Wallace Honda, Stewart Brooks, and Terry 
Paxton) flew nap of the earth down a hillside 
and hovered the UH–1 Huey low enough to 
drop ammo and supplies to the embattled in-
fantrymen. 

The entire time the re-supply was hap-
pening the NVA were hitting the helicopter 
with accurate small arms fire, and WO1 
Wilondek’s door gunner was unable to return 
fire because the US troops were too closely 
intermingled with NVA in close combat. It was 
determined that without the re-supply effort of 
WO1 Wilondek and his crew, the infantry unit 
would have been completely overrun by NVA, 
instead they survived. Mr. Wilondek is award-
ed this DFC for his heroism that day. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in the acknowledgment of Nathan Wilondek’s 
heroism and recognize his service and dedica-
tion to our country. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, I missed re-
corded votes last week attending to official 
business back in the district. If I had been 
here, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Rollcall No. 
609; ‘‘yea’’ on Rollcall No. 610; ‘‘yea’’ on Roll-
call No. 611; ‘‘nay’’ on Rollcall No. 612; and 
‘‘yea’’ on Rollcall No. 613. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MR. LARRY 
LANG OF HOLMES COUNTY 

HON. BOB GIBBS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Mr. 
Larry Lang of Big Prairie, OH who has spent 
over twenty years of his life serving the 
Holmes County community through the Red 

Cross, local school boards, Farm Bureau and 
other programs with outstanding dedication, 
honor and merit. Mr. Lang is a model citizen 
and his efforts are truly inspiring. He has been 
an excellent example and partner in working 
with the Amish community and his amazing ef-
forts in recruiting platelet donors have saved 
countless lives. 

Mr. Lang’s strong relationship with the 
Amish community in Holmes County has re-
sulted in an Amish representative being 
present on the Holmes County Chapter board 
and has led to thousands of hours of volunteer 
service from the Amish community. Mr. Lang 
has served as assistant director of the Holmes 
County Chapter of the American Red Cross 
and is the recipient of this year’s prestigious 
Biomedical Partnership Award from the Amer-
ican Red Cross for his tremendous efforts re-
sulting in 490 donors, 3600 platelet units and 
approximately 6100 single donor platelet units. 
Mr. Lang personally made over 300 trips to 
support, donate and bring donors to the 
Cleveland apheresis center. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud and honored to 
represent a man who has worked tirelessly on 
behalf of others and who has made such a 
positive and lasting impact on my community. 
I ask all of our colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Mr. Larry Lang for receiving the 
Biomedical Partnership Award from the Amer-
ican Red Cross. 

f 

CARRIE BAZEWICZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Carrie 
Bazewicz for her service to our community 
and receiving the 2012 Mayor of Golden’s 
Award for Excellence. 

Carrie brought the Environmental Learning 
for the Future program to Mitchell Elementary 
in Golden, Colorado. This program promotes 
the understanding and appreciation of the nat-
ural world to each of the young students. Her 
commitment to the education of the children in 
Golden serves as a model for teachers 
throughout the state of Colorado and our na-
tion. 

Carrie exemplifies education and preserva-
tion of Golden’s beauty. She encourages and 
empowers her students as an enthusiastic, 
supportive classroom volunteer. 

As a recipient of one of the Mayor of 
Golden’s 2012 Awards for Community Excel-
lence, Carrie was chosen based on her out-
standing initiatives, leadership, problem-solv-
ing, and community values, all of which di-
rectly aided the community of Golden in its 
great success this past year. 

Carrie Bazewicz has been a champion in 
the community and I am honored to congratu-
late her on receiving the 2012 Mayor of 
Golden’s Award for Excellence. I am sure she 
will exhibit the same dedication and commit-
ment to all her future endeavors. 

HONORING UNITED STATES COAST 
GUARD VETERANS 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor our veterans. 

There are no words that can express the 
gratitude that the American people owe all of 
the men and women who choose to serve the 
United States of America in the armed serv-
ices. We are all humbled by the sacrifice they 
make—knowingly putting themselves in harm’s 
way while also leaving loved ones behind. 
This commitment is the mark of America’s fin-
est citizens and those who answer to a higher 
calling. Allow me to honor, from the United 
States Coast Guard: Sammie Stewart, Jr., 
Steven Bernard Rising, Omar K. Payton, 
Shane J. Nicholas, Randy Kevin Jopp, Jr., 
David R. Hetticher, Andrea Naomi Johnson, 
Christopher Daniels, William O’Boyle, Jacob 
G. Bryan, Sandy Guerra, Eric Driggs; from the 
National Security Agency: Allyn C. McKinney. 

Finally, it is not our tanks, weapons or ma-
chinery that make the United States Armed 
Forces the best military in the world. It is our 
young men and women who serve profes-
sionally with honor and distinction. If not for 
these exemplary citizens, freedom and the 
American way of life would not be safe and 
secure. For these sacrifices, we respect and 
should commend their service everyday of the 
year. Congress has designated, November 
11th 2012 as the official day showing our grat-
itude. 

Please join me in honoring these American 
heroes for their bravery and sacrifice in de-
fense of this great nation. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION 
TO CREATE A HOUSE SELECT 
COMMITTEE ON THE TERRORIST 
ATTACK ON THE U.S. CON-
SULATE IN BENGHAZI, LIBYA 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today I have intro-
duced a resolution to establish a House Select 
Committee on the Terrorist Attack in Benghazi 
to ensure a unified investigation of the attack 
and the Obama Administration’s response. A 
select committee is essential to combine the 
myriad existing investigations into a single, 
comprehensive and exhaustive review. I be-
lieve such a combined effort will yield even 
more information regarding the true nature of 
these terrorist attacks and the administration’s 
response. 

More than 80 days have passed since the 
terrorist attack on the U.S. consulate and 
annex that occurred during the late evening 
and early morning hours of September 11–12. 
The attack took the lives of four Americans, in-
cluding a U.S. ambassador—the first ambas-
sador to be killed in the line of duty since 
1979. Yet the American people still have been 
told little about the timeline of this attack and 
the administration’s response in the hours, 
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days and weeks following. The American peo-
ple still haven’t been provided answers to seri-
ous questions. For example, why was addi-
tional security denied to the ambassador? 
What intelligence was known about the threat 
prior to the attacks? There are also serious 
questions about links of this terrorist attack to 
the protests at the U.S. embassies in Cairo, 
Egypt, Tunis, Tunisia and Sanaa, Yemen that 
same week—where each American compound 
was breached by individuals allegedly linked 
to al Qaeda-affiliated groups. What, if any, 
were the connections between these incidents 
and the attack in Benghazi? 

These questions are too serious—and the 
consequences too grave—to be brushed 
aside. There are critical legislative decisions 
the next Congress will have to make based on 
the answers of these questions. But more im-
portantly, the American people deserve an-
swers to these questions—including open 
hearings and an unclassified report. 

The select committee I am proposing should 
draw from the existing congressional inves-
tigations by including the chairman and rank-
ing member of each committee of jurisdic-
tion—Intelligence, Foreign Affairs, Judiciary, 
Armed Services and Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform—as well as five additional Re-
publicans appointed by the Speaker and two 
additional Democrats appointed by the Minor-
ity Leader. 

I appreciate the support I have received for 
this resolution from the original cosponsors, as 
well as the Heritage Foundation. I also submit 
for the record a recent op-ed that was pub-
lished on RealClearPolitics.com by former 
Senator Fred Thompson articulating the bene-
fits of a unified select committee. Senator 
Thompson has a unique perspective on the 
need for this committee given his experience 
as counsel on the Senate select committee on 
Watergate. 

Mr. Speaker, we owe it to the families of the 
victims, and the American people, to fully in-
vestigate this terrorist attack. I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution. 

[Nov. 28, 2012] 
INVESTIGATING BENGHAZI: WHY WE NEED A 

SELECT COMMITTEE 
(By Fred Thompson) 

As we fixate on the latest version of Gen. 
David Petraeus’ testimony or the misleading 
statements of Susan Rice, I suggest that we 
stop and think about the size of what we are 
dealing with. The Benghazi tragedy raises 
questions concerning the protection of our 
embassies, the performance and capabilities 
of our military and our intelligence commu-
nity, as well as the decisions of high-ranking 
officials in the Department of Defense, the 
State Department, the White House and pos-
sibly the Justice Department. 

The scope of the questions that involve an 
array of officials, and sensitive agencies and 
departments of our government, is unprece-
dented. The inquiry into what happened and 
why, along with who is or should be account-
able, calls for a focused, responsible effort 
equal to the seriousness and the complexities 
the issues. 

I’ve seen this rodeo before, both in a con-
structive manner (Watergate, where I served 
as a counsel) and a less-than-constructive 
one (Clinton-era investigations, where I 
chaired a committee that probed at least one 
facet of the various scandals). On our present 
course, the prospects for a relatively short 
but thorough, credible, bipartisan congres-
sional investigation are not good. The pros-
pects for a disjointed, drawn-out mess, re-

plete with partisan bickering, are much bet-
ter. 

It is easy to identify at least eight congres-
sional committees (four in each chamber) 
with claims of jurisdiction in the Benghazi 
matter. No committee has jurisdiction over 
all of it, and several committees have juris-
diction over parts that overlap with the ju-
risdictions of other committees. Some of the 
committee hearings will involve classified 
information and will be conducted behind 
closed doors. Members of ‘‘Committee A’’ 
will not know what a witness told ‘‘Com-
mittee B’’ in a closed hearing. Gen. Petraeus’ 
recent appearance on Capitol Hill dem-
onstrates how difficult it can be to get a con-
sistent story when the witness is making 
multiple appearances before even the same 
committee. 

Perhaps not all committees with jurisdic-
tion will have hearings, but if half of them 
do it will produce competing hearings, with 
competing staffs and competing press con-
ferences over much of Capitol Hill. It will 
also take longer than necessary, as govern-
ment officials shuffle back and forth giving 
repeat performances. Different committee 
chairmen and their committees will make 
different rulings on document production, 
whether to move for immunity for witnesses 
who refuse to testify on the basis of the 5th 
Amendment, and a host of other matters. 

This is simply not the most efficient and 
credible way to proceed. And it is less likely 
to arrive at the truth. The seriousness of the 
matter calls for something better. It calls for 
a select committee that is given a specific 
mandate, a budget and a cut-off date that 
can be adjusted if it is agreed upon. It needs 
to be comprised of members of both parties 
who have been selected by their leadership 
because of their proven integrity, reputation 
for fairness, and expertise in a given area. 

In a matter fraught with political implica-
tions, it is especially important that Con-
gress accept its responsibility and minimize 
partisanship as much as possible. History 
demonstrates that this goal is much easier 
to achieve with a handful of selected people 
than it is with many. Since 1789, when Con-
gress investigated a failed military expedi-
tion, select committees have been utilized to 
serve such important and sensitive func-
tions, and the Benghazi matter should follow 
in that long tradition, whether by means of 
a joint committee of both houses of Congress 
or by either chamber. 

Most select committees have become his-
torical footnotes. Some, however, are well 
remembered because of the contribution 
they made to helping Congress carry out its 
duties of legislating, overseeing the execu-
tive branch and educating the American peo-
ple as to the operation of their government. 
Ironically, it is because of the success of 
these panels that some members of Congress 
and others oppose the formation of one in 
this case. 

They say that forming a select committee 
for a matter such as Benghazi, where a con-
sulate and four American lives were lost, 
would attach too much importance to the in-
vestigation. They fear that it would be 
equating it with Watergate. Of course, if the 
Watergate standard, as they define it, is now 
the operative standard for the formation of a 
select committee, then seldom, if ever, will 
another select committee be formed. 

Critics of the select committee miss the 
point on several levels. First of all, if indeed 
a comparison is to be made, one must look at 
the seriousness of facts and issues presented 
concerning Benghazi and compare them with 
the seriousness of facts and issues presented 
at the times when other select committees, 
such as Watergate, were formed. So compare 
the Watergate burglary with what we have 
here. Can there be any doubt that Benghazi 
passes the Watergate test? 

The wisdom of utilizing a select committee 
should not just be judged on the outcome of 
the committee’s work; dramatic results are 
not always achieved or warranted. The select 
Watergate Committee is a beneficial ref-
erence point, not because of the end result of 
its investigation a year and a half after it 
was formed, but because of the process Con-
gress utilized to deal with a difficult situa-
tion. 

At that time, we had a Republican presi-
dent and a Congress controlled by the Demo-
crats. Yet the Senate voted unanimously to 
form the committee. Democratic leadership 
appointed Sen. Sam Ervin, reputed to be the 
chamber’s leading constitutional scholar, to 
chair the committee. The Republican leader 
appointed Sen. Howard Baker to be the vice 
chairman and leading member of his party 
on the committee—a senator who was re-
spected on both sides of the aisle. These men 
protected the legitimate partisan interests 
of their respective parties and the path was 
not always smooth, especially behind closed 
doors, but they understood that their col-
leagues, as well as the nation, were depend-
ing upon them to be responsible and seek the 
truth. Authority and accountability were 
clearly placed on the committee, and its 
members performed accordingly. 

Select committees are not perfect cre-
ations by any means. A clear narrative is 
often difficult to produce under any cir-
cumstances. However, a select committee is 
simply much more likely to produce focused 
and credible results. Soon we will see if the 
United States Congress is still capable of 
coming together toward the common goal of 
getting to the bottom of a very serious mat-
ter. Or, are decisions about select commit-
tees simply reflective of positions based 
upon whose ox is in danger of being gored? 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ANN DAWSON 
AUGUST 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is a bitter-
sweet occasion as I rise today to congratulate 
Ms. Ann Dawson August on being named Ex-
ecutive Director of the Birmingham-Jefferson 
County Transit Authority in Birmingham, Ala-
bama. As she accepts this position, she is 
leaving the Santee-Wateree Regional Trans-
portation Authority (SWRTA) in Sumter, South 
Carolina, where she has se ed as the Execu-
tive Director of SWRTA for the past 11 years. 
She leaves behind a stellar record and will be 
sorely missed. 

A native of Sumter, South Carolina, Ms. Au-
gust spent 39 years in Philadelphia, where 
she attended public schools and La Salle Uni-
versity before working for 13 years for the 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Au-
thority (SEPTA), the fifth largest transit author-
ity in the country. In 1997, she demonstrated 
her versatility when she transferred her talents 
from the urban SEPTA system to SWRTA, the 
second largest urban and rural transportation 
authority in South Carolina. 

Ann’s service in the transportation arena 
has extended far beyond SWRTA. She is a 
member of the Sumter County Transportation 
Committee and the Transportation Research 
Analysis Committee for the Transportation Re-
search Board in Washington, DC. From 2009 
to 2011, she was the Chair of the Transit Co-
operative Research Program Oversight and 
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Project Selection Committee, and she is cur-
rently the Southeast Regional Director of the 
Community Transportation Association of 
America. 

Ms. August has garnered media acclaim 
during this distinguished career. In 2007, 
SWRTA was featured in Mass Transit Maga-
zine, and in 2008, Ms. August contributed to 
the magazine’s ‘‘Manager’s Forum’’ on the 
topic ‘‘How a Board Can Help Directors Man-
age Systems.’’ 

An asset to the community in numerous ca-
pacities outside of transportation, Ms. August 
previously served as Vice President of the 
YWCA of the Upper Lowlands Membership 
Committee and is the immediate past Chair of 
the United Way of Sumter. She served 30 
years in the Army Reserves, retiring in 2004. 
Ann is married to Henry August Jr., a trans-
portation professional who retired from SEPTA 
after serving 35 years in the industry; they 
have two adult children and five grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. August will be missed in 
South Carolina, but I have no doubt that our 
loss will be Alabama’s gain. I ask that you and 
my colleagues join me in wishing Ms. Ann 
Dawson August all the best and Godspeed in 
her future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING OFFICER THOMAS 
DECKER UPON HIS DEATH 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Officer Thomas Decker of the Cold 
Springs Police Department. On November 29, 
Officer Decker was killed in the line of duty 
while trying to help a man believed to be suici-
dal. 

Officer Decker was a Minnesota boy 
through and through, growing up on a dairy 
farm near Cold Spring. After attending Rocori 
High School, he went on to serve as a police 
officer for 10 years, serving in the commu-
nities of Isle, Watkins, Kimball, and the Cold 
spring/Richmond Police Department. He 
bravely served the citizens of central Min-
nesota and those who knew him called him a 
hero who loved his family. He leaves behind 
a wife, four young children, parents, siblings 
and a community who loved him. 

Officer Decker’s death tears at the 
heartstrings of a small town who knows all too 
well the sting of heartbreaking tragedy. This 
community lost another son to senseless 
bloodshed. It is hard to grasp why such vio-
lence occurs, but it is important that friends 
and neighbors stick together in these trying 
times. My thoughts and prayers are with the 
Decker family as they deal with this painful 
loss, especially five-year-old Devon, six-year- 
old Justin, seven-year-old Jade and eight- 
year-old Kelly. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask this body join with me in 
mourning the loss of this brave and noble po-
lice officer who represented not only Min-
nesota, but a force which protects citizens 
across this great country. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF DR. PHILLIP HAM-
MONDS 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to join my colleagues Congressman 
SPENCER BACHUS and Congresswoman TERRI 
SEWELL in asking for the House’s attention 
today to recognize Dr. Phillip Hammonds who 
is retiring as the Superintendent of Jefferson 
County Schools after nearly 40 years of serv-
ice to Alabama’s school systems. 

Dr. Phillip Hammonds received his Bachelor 
degree in English Education from Evangel 
College in Springfield, Missouri. Soon after, he 
received his Master’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Alabama at Birmingham. He went on to 
earn Doctoral degrees from both the Univer-
sity of Montevallo and the University of Ala-
bama. 

While earning his numerous degrees, Dr. 
Hammonds also served Alabama schools in 
various capacities. From 1973–1983 he work 
for Sylacauga High School. In 1983, he began 
working for the Sylacauga City School Sys-
tem, where he stayed until 1996. He also 
served as the Superintendent of Sylacauga 
City Schools from 2001–2003. From 1996– 
1997, Dr. Hammonds was the Superintendent 
of Education for Pell City Schools. In 1997, he 
began his work for the Jefferson County 
School System, and in 2004 he was appointed 
Superintendent. 

Because of his faithful service to Alabama’s 
school systems, Dr. Hammonds has been the 
recipient of numerous awards. In 1989, he 
was honored as the Outstanding Graduate 
Student in School Administration at the Uni-
versity of Montevallo. In 1991, he received a 
Faculty Recognition Award from the University 
of Alabama. He was also named the Out-
standing Alumnus in School Administration by 
the University of Montevallo in 1996. In 2007, 
he was recognized as the Outstanding Super-
intendent of the Year by the Alabama Con-
gress of Parents and Teachers. Finally, in 
2010, he was appointed to the Board of Direc-
tors for the The Capstone at the University of 
Alabama. 

Mr. Speaker, we join his family, friends and 
the state of Alabama in this celebration in his 
honor. We will miss Dr. Hammonds’ leader-
ship in Alabama, and wish him the very best. 

f 

HONORING UNITED STATES NAVY 
VETERANS 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor our veterans. 

There are no words that can express the 
gratitude that the American people owe all of 
the men and women who choose to serve the 
United States of America in the armed serv-
ices. We are all humbled by the sacrifice they 
make—knowingly putting themselves in harm’s 
way while also leaving loved ones behind. 
This commitment is the mark of America’s fin-

est citizens and those who answer to a higher 
calling. I would like to honor, from the Navy: 

Michelle Luz Trinidad, Stephanie Tillman, 
Andrew Kissoon, Gary Austin, Emmanuel Her-
nandez, Carlo D. Casanova, Kristie Hamm, 
Relles Campos, Raymond Farmer, Peter Cal-
houn, Ruben Gallardo, Percy Fernando Mon-
roe, Jeffrey W. Butler, Jr., Marquais Rashann 
Bellamy, Marcus M. White, John C. Carter, Jr., 
Michael C. Thompson, Frederick Alan 
Edwards, Kenyatta Bennett, Jamie Shire, 
Cameron Zbikowski, Sam Owens, Neville 
Bain, Alvine Burke, Freddie Berrios, Janette 
Ramos Chandler, Rafael Trinchet, Henry 
Elam, Willie B. Taylor, Mae Christian, Ran-
dolph Mobley, John M. Locklier, Charles W. 
Wright, Brian F. Kipp, David Nunez, Ben 
Rape, Stephanie Tillman, James F. Wilson Jr., 
Jackie Bernard Singleton, Richard Victor Pow-
ell, Mary Lesic, Angus Laney, Rock Daze, 
Franklin Johnson; 

Finally, it is not our tanks, weapons or ma-
chinery that make the United States Armed 
Forces the best military in the world. It is our 
young men and women who serve profes-
sionally with honor and distinction. If not for 
these exemplary citizens, freedom and the 
American way of life would not be safe and 
secure. For these sacrifices, we respect and 
should commend their service everyday of the 
year. Congress has designated, November 
11th 2012 as the official day showing our grat-
itude. 

Please join me in honoring these American 
heroes for their bravery and sacrifice in de-
fense of this great nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I was 
out of town due to a family medical situation 
and was not present for the rollcall vote num-
bered 611 on Thursday, November 29, 2012. 
Had I been present, I would have voted in this 
manner: 

Rollcall Vote No. 611—Resolution providing 
for consideration of H.R. 6429, the STEM 
Jobs Act: ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

LT ENVIRONMENTAL, INC. (LTE) 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud LT Environ-
mental, Inc. for providing decades of expertise 
through innovative technologies in helping our 
citizens identify and eliminate environmental li-
abilities. 

Since 1992, LT Environmental or LTE, has 
performed environmental consulting services 
for a diverse range of industries including oil 
and gas, transportation, manufacturing, real 
estate, government, and public and private 
property owners. The high level of devotion 
LTE has shown to our communities serves as 
a prime example of their quality service. 

LTE’s primary goal of rapid site closure al-
lows for businesses, many of whom would 
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otherwise had to close their doors, to ensure 
the safety of their employees and the environ-
ment alike. Sustainable and environmentally- 
conscious practices have been a top priority 
for LTE since its foundation. Certainly, without 
companies like LTE, the citizens of Colorado 
would not be able to enjoy the beautiful lands 
we have all come to know and love. 

The list of awards and recognitions received 
by LTE serves as a testament to the ongoing 
successes of LTE. Most notably, the company 
is the recent recipient of the both the 2012 
Top Company award and the 2012 Colorado 
Company to Watch. It has also been recog-
nized by Colorado Biz Magazine as one of the 
top ten fastest growing private midsize compa-
nies in Denver. 

I am very proud to have the LTE head-
quarters located in Arvada, Colorado. LTE 
continues to expand its outreach into all areas 
of Colorado, as well as New Mexico, Wyo-
ming, Idaho, Utah and Florida. I can con-
fidently say that my colleagues here today will 
soon observe the benefits of having LTE serve 
in their communities. 

Mr. Speaker, the commitment of LT Environ-
mental to the people, businesses and lands of 
Colorado serves as an example to those in 
the environment, and throughout all areas of 
commerce. It is with great pride and admira-
tion that I am able to briefly speak on the tri-
umphs of LT Environmental. I am certain the 
effects of their service will continue to benefit 
our communities for decades to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BENJAMIN 
STRALEY 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Benjamin Straley on being 
named Assistant Organist at the National Ca-
thedral in Washington D.C. His dedication to 
sacred music and continued education is truly 
remarkable. Today, Mr. Straley holds his posi-
tion on the incredible music staff at the Na-
tional Cathedral and shares playing respon-
sibilities with two other organists. 

Mr. Straley is an Ohio native from the 15th 
Congressional District, and he has proven to 
be one of the top organists in the nation. A re-
cent graduate of Yale University, Mr. Straley 
studied sacred music and theological edu-
cation and earned many awards and recogni-
tions. Included among his many accomplish-
ments is the Baker Prize, a prize awarded to 
incoming organ students at Yale deemed to 
be in the top one or two percent of young or-
ganists in the country. Mr. Straley was also 
one of the few Americans in the entire history 
of the Haarlem Organ Festival invited to com-
pete in its prestigious improvisation contest. 

I would again like to congratulate Benjamin 
Straley on being named Assistant Organist at 
the National Cathedral. The people of Ohio’s 
15th District are dedicated, hardworking peo-
ple, and Mr. Straley’s accomplishments make 
me proud to represent the 15th District in Con-
gress. 

HONORING SOLANO COUNTY 
SUPERVISOR BARBARA KONDYLIS 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today with my colleague, Con-
gressman MIKE THOMPSON, to recognize the 
many accomplishments of Solano County Su-
pervisor Barbara Kondylis as she retires after 
twenty years of distinguished service on the 
Solano County Board of Supervisors. 

Barbara as born in Seymour, Indiana, and 
raised in Port Jefferson on Long Island, NY. In 
1969, Barbara moved to Vallejo with her hus-
band Gabriel. Barbara completed her edu-
cation in the Bay Area, earning a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Public Administration from the Uni-
versity of San Francisco and a Master’s De-
gree in Public Administration from California 
State University, Hayward. 

Barbara won a Vallejo City Council seat in 
1979 and served for nine years. She then 
turned her attention to the Solano County 
Board of Supervisors, winning the seat in 
1992. Barbara was motivated to run because 
she was concerned about government process 
and land use decisions that threatened Solano 
County’s environment, as well as the plight of 
women and children, particularly issues of 
family violence, poverty, and family planning. 

Barbara has accomplished much on behalf 
of Solano County’s children and families. She 
established the Office and Family Violence 
Prevention, the Family Justice Center, and 
Baby Coach, an innovative program to ensure 
good outcomes for high risk mothers and their 
babies. Barbara also successfully promoted 
AB 2010, which passed the California Legisla-
ture, allowing Solano County to charge Vital 
Records Fees, increasing revenue $80,000 a 
year directed to reduce family violence. She 
helped implement Court Appointed Special 
Advocates who have helped hundreds of chil-
dren going through dependency court. Barbara 
also proposed and initiated ‘‘Smile in Style’’ 
which provided dental screenings and other 
services to thousands of elementary school 
children, allowing many to get emergency den-
tal care. 

During her long career, Barbara has served 
on many local and regional boards including 
the Solano County Water Authority, City-Coun-
ty Coordinating Committee, San Francisco 
Bay Conservation and Development Commis-
sion, Mare Island Re-Use Committee, Health 
and Social Services Sub-Committee, Tri City- 
County JPA for Agriculture Lands and Open 
Space Preservation, Vallejo Sanitation and 
Flood Control District Board, Vallejo Justice 
Committee, California State Association of 
Counties Board of Directors and Executive 
Committee, Solano County Children and Fami-
lies First Commission, Baby First Solano, As-
sociation of Bay Area Government Board, 
Delta Protection Commission, and California 
State Association of Counties Condition of 
Children Taskforce. 

Mr. Speaker, we invite this chamber to join 
us in honoring Supervisor Barbara Kondylis for 
her tireless and dedicated service to the peo-
ple of Solano County. We also join her family, 
colleagues, and friends in congratulating her 
on a successful and fulfilling career as an 
elected official and wish her the very best in 
her future endeavors. 

HONORING DENNIS ROTH ON THE 
OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM THE CONGRESSIONAL RE-
SEARCH SERVICE 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to acknowl-
edge the outstanding career of a dedicated 
public servant from the Congressional Re-
search Service, Dennis Roth. Mr. Roth is retir-
ing in January after 42 years of public service. 

Mr. Roth came to the Congressional Re-
search Service in 1976 as a labor economist, 
working in what was the the CRS Economics 
Division. Mr. Roth rose steadily through the 
ranks, becoming one of that division’s first 
section heads. During this time, Mr. Roth 
worked closely with Members of both houses 
of Congress and their staff, providing valuable 
research and analysis for one of the era’s 
landmark pieces of legislation, the Humphries- 
Hawkins Full Employment Act. Among its pro-
visions, the Act set national goals for full em-
ployment and mandated that the Federal Re-
serve establish policies that not only controlled 
inflation, but also encouraged long-term eco-
nomic growth and price stability; a mandate 
that guides the Federal Reserve to this day as 
it navigates the troubled economic environ-
ment in which we currently find ourselves. 

In the 1980’s, while maintaining his work-
load as a labor economist at CRS, Mr. Roth 
became active in the Congressional Research 
Employees Association (CREA). In 1986, Mr. 
Roth ran for President of the Association, but 
lost on his first try. He ran again in 1987, and 
this time he won. The employees at CRS 
demonstrated their confidence in his steward-
ship by returning him to office each year 
since. For 25 years, Mr. Roth has been a tire-
less advocate for the rights, goals, and aspira-
tions of all employees at the Congressional 
Research Service. In his spare time, he has 
also been active in the Federal Caucus of the 
International Federation of Professional and 
Technical Engineers (the IFPTE), with which 
CREA is affiliated, and which represents a 
broad segment of the federal workforce. In 
1990, Mr. Roth was elected IFPTE Eastern 
Federal Area Vice President, a position in 
which he served until July of 1997. He was 
also elected as Executive Vice President of 
IFPTE in 1994 and served until July 1997. 

Mr. Roth grew up outside Carlisle, Pennsyl-
vania. He graduated from Antioch College in 
1968. He immediately joined the Peace Corps, 
serving in Catanduanes in the Philippine Re-
public where he taught math and worked in 
the areas of economic and agricultural devel-
opment. In fact, Mr. Roth met his wife-to-be 
Daisy while he was a Peace Corps volunteer. 
The two wed and, at the end of his Peace 
Corps tour, they returned to the States, where 
Mr. Roth attended the University of California, 
Berkley and completed the academic require-
ments for a Ph.D. in Economics. Before com-
ing to CRS, Mr. Roth also served in the De-
partment of Labor, working as an economist 
for the Assistant Secretary for Policy, Evalua-
tion, and Research. Mr. and Mrs. Roth have 
two grown children, Jessica and Benjamin. 

As Ranking Member of the Legislative 
Branch Appropriations Subcommittee, I take 
great pride in all of the outstanding people 
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who choose to work for this august body and 
help us do our jobs better. On behalf of my 
colleagues, I congratulate Mr. Roth on his 
many years of exceptional service to this Con-
gress, to the people of the United States, and 
the employees of the Congressional Research 
Service; and as a fellow Returned Peace 
Corps Volunteers, I thank him for his service 
to the people of Catanduanes Island. He epit-
omizes the highest ideals of public service. 
We wish him all the best. 

f 

THE PASSING OF MR. LOWELL O. 
SCHUSTER 

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN 
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I come 
before the House with a heavy heart to ex-
press my condolences and pay tribute to Mr. 
Lowell O. Schuster a beloved Virgin Islander, 
loving husband, devoted father, veteran, 
teacher, businessman, community leader and 
very dear friend. 

Lowell Schuster was born in Christiansted, 
St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, on November 
12, 1928 to Mr. Eugene and Mrs. Enid 
Schuster of Christiansted, St. Croix. Mr. 
Schuster attended St. Mary’s Catholic School 
and The Christiansted High School. After 
graduation from high school, he enrolled at 
Howard University in Washington, DC, where 
he received a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Psychology. While attending Howard Univer-
sity he entered the Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps. Following his graduation from Howard 
University, he entered the United States Army 
as an officer with the rank of Second Lieuten-
ant. 

Mr. Schuster had a distinguished military ca-
reer. He was stationed in Germany where he 
bravely served during the Cold War. On May 
9, 1955, he was promoted to First Lieutenant 
of the United States Army and was granted 
Top Security clearance. He became Infantry 
Unit Commander and led the troops on daily 
patrols along the West Germany-East Ger-
many border. On November 26, 1958, Mr. 
Schuster was granted an Honorable Dis-
charge. In recognition of his military service, 
he received the National Defense Service 
Medal. Mr. Schuster continued his service to 
our Nation by entering the Army Reserves 
where he was promoted to Captain. He also 
became active with the U.S. Virgin Islands Na-
tional Guard. He was honorably discharged 
from the United States Army Reserves on 
February 10, 1969. 

During his tenure in the Reserves, Mr. 
Schuster began his second career as a teach-
er at the Christiansted High School. He again 
distinguished himself as an educator and with-
in a short period of time was promoted to As-
sistant Principal and later became Acting Prin-
cipal. After his father became ill, he resigned 
from his position to enter the world of busi-
ness, taking over the operations of Schuster’s 
Services, the largest fully integrated water 
company in the Virgin Islands. He further ex-
panded the business to include the bottling of 
water and named it Blue Mountain Water, now 
Blue Mountain Purified Water, LLC. 

These water companies were Mr. Schuster’s 
pride and joy. He looked forward to going to 
the office every morning, working tirelessly, 
and returning home to his family. Blue Moun-
tain Purified Water, LLC remains the first bot-
tled water company in the Virgin Islands and 
the largest of its kind on St. Croix. Schuster’s 
Services is one of the oldest businesses in the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Of all of his accomplishments, his greatest 
was being a devoted husband and father. Mr. 
Schuster married the love of his life and high 
school sweetheart, Rita M. de Chabert, after 
entering the armed services. They started their 
family while he was stationed in Germany. Mr. 
Schuster and his wife were married for 58 
years and raised 4 children—Gregory, Janine, 
Kenneth and Troy. They are the proud grand-
parents of three grandchildren. 

On behalf of my family, staff and the Con-
gress of the United States, I extend our sin-
cere condolences and want the family to know 
that our thoughts and prayers are with them 
as we mourn the passing of a great man. We 
cannot replace Lowell but we will attempt to 
improve our lives and live our lives as dem-
onstrated by his great example. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DONNA F. EDWARDS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
from votes in the House last Friday (Novem-
ber 30th) due to a family funeral and missed 
rollcall votes 612–613. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 612 
(motion to recommit H.R. 6429, the STEM 
Jobs Act) and ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 613 (final 
passage of H.R. 6429). 

f 

HONORING UNITED STATES ARMY 
VETERANS 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor our veterans. 

There are no words that can express the 
gratitude that the American people owe all of 
the men and who choose to serve the United 
States of America in the armed services. We 
are all humbled by the sacrifice they make— 
knowingly putting themselves in harm’s way 
while also leaving loved ones behind. This 
commitment is the mark of America’s finest 
citizens and those who answer to a higher 
calling. I would like to recognize, from the 
Army: 

Mona Figueroa, Julie Chery, Amaury 
Acosta, Delawrence Blue, Pedro David Lanza, 
Jimmy Moises Palma, Edwin Garcia Llauger, 
Dejongh Oscar, Evette Linda Phillips, Virgil A. 
Lacey, Norman Cooper, William Berrios, 
James Hosley, Charles Henry Green, Daniel 
Shannon, Franklin D. Mack, Alfred E. Glass, 
Cleotha Brown, Thomas George Darden, 

Ishmnel Cash Rolle, Jr., John Steele, Bobby 
White, Andrew D. Reid, Neville Solomon 
Shorter, Richard A. Love, Jr., Rufus Lester, 
Hector Ramirez, Paul Murray, Alexander Flow-
ers, Eulas C. Mitchell, Jr, Jeffrey Smith, 
Reinnier Ray Santos, Sunil Mittoo, Trenton A. 
Brewton, Travis D. Small, Bernard Carr, Mi-
chael D. Beebe, George Hill, Robert Foster, 
Wilfred Bedeau, Derrill Clayton White, Hector 
E. Valle Acosta, Alex Esteban White, Tan S. 
Eward, Jeffrey Allen Cooper, Robert Brown, 
Mose McClain, Alejandro Suarez, James 
Henry Sconiers, Murray Lanard, Milto N. 
Smith, Tomas M. Rodriguez, Rutheven Wil-
liams, Roscoe Shannon, James L. Struchins, 
Tommy Fortner, Jr, Elizabeth Fequiere, An-
drew Nesbitt, Paul M. Wellons, Samuel C. 
Rhoden, Cedric Halyard, Alvin Chambers, 
Shirlene Ann Lassiter, Jerome Williams, Hugh 
H. Hood, Jared M. Dawson, Charles F. John-
son, Jr., John A. Cooper, Israel Santiago, 
Deoraj Ramsaran, Willie L. Thompson, 
Michelle R. Forbes-Brown, Benjamin B. 
Cowins, Sr., Rufus Curry, Jr., Michel Pellerin, 
Craig Coney, Abe Stein, Phillip A. Johnson, 
Claude Evans Adside, Jr., Debra Reed, 
George A. Stewart, John Garrison, Ronald 
Maycok, Charles Markx, Walter Hardemon, 
Corey Cornell Butler, Willie Brinson, Willie 
Thomas, Edwin Bain, Herman Williams, Albert 
Sturrip, Dan Brand, Jerry Williams, Esme 
Bain, James C. Smith, Raymond Burke, John 
Donald Pace, Jr., Derrick Andrea Porter, Patri-
cia Ann Barber, James E. Johnson, Diana M. 
Gilliam, Carla Horne, Beatrice E. McIver, Wini-
fred D. Browne, Evette Linda Phillips, Charlie 
Reid, John Williams, Simuel Williams Jr, Mau-
rice Ratliff, Michael Johnson, Santwan Wil-
liams, Hector Rivera, Nathan Johnson, Jose 
Morales, Alphonso Giles, Beverly Bethel, John 
Riley, Karen Boyd, Edgar Childs, Virgil Lacey, 
Frank Rawlerson, Mariano Cruz, John Zeigler, 
Melissa Billingsley, Evette Phillips, George 
Stanley, Namon J. Gilbert Jr. Glen R. George, 
Allyn McKinney, Charles Green, Roger Hibard, 
Seitu Muhammad Kokavi, Shirl Cornwall, Rich-
ard Mason, Peter James Kendrick, Charles 
Mack, Ronald Maycok, John Garrison, Nor-
man Kight, Henry Picket, Willie Thang, April 
Barnes, Thaddeus Pinkney, John Wallace, 
Walter Hodge, Luther Benjamin Smith, 
Charmaine Rolle, Allison Bullard, Timothy 
Forbes Sr., Sam Lattimore, Edilberto Martinez, 
Phillip Moncur, Vernette Berry Richardson, 
Wilfred Bedeau, Wesly Frazier, Darrell Mor-
gan, Roland James, Henry Elam, Alfred Gor-
don, Peter James Kendrick, Louis Tyler, Karen 
A. Boyd, Frederick Edwards, Johnnie Nesmith; 

Finally, it is not our tanks, weapons or ma-
chinery that make the United States Armed 
Forces the best military in the world. It is our 
young men and women who serve profes-
sionally with honor and distinction. If not for 
these exemplary citizens, freedom and the 
American way of life would not be safe and 
secure. For these sacrifices, we respect and 
should commend their service everyday of the 
year. Congress has designated, November 
11th 2012 as the official day showing our grat-
itude. 

Please join me in honoring these American 
heroes for their bravery and sacrifice in de-
fense of this great nation. 
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CONGRATULATING THE REPUBLIC 

OF CYPRUS ON ITS PRESIDENCY 
OF THE EUROPEAN UNION (EU) 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to honor the Republic of Cyprus as its first 
six-month rotation of the European Union 
Presidency comes to a close. The EU Presi-
dency is a significant event in the history of 
this nation with which the United States has 
such a close relationship. 

This small, but vigorous country has over-
seen a number of historic events during its 
tenure in the Presidency. Most notably, the EU 
approved a new round of sanctions against 
Iran. These sanctions are the toughest meas-
ures imposed by the EU to date and target 
Iran’s nuclear and ballistic missile program. 
The sanctions ban financial transactions, pro-
hibit the export to Iran of materials that could 
be used for its nuclear and ballistic program, 
ban the importation of natural gas from Iran, 
and impose an asset freeze and travel ban on 
34 additional Iranian entities reportedly pro-
viding financial support to the Iranian govern-
ment. I would like to congratulate the Republic 
of Cyprus for overseeing the enactment of 
these sanctions as they will work in tandem 
with the strong US sanctions imposed against 
Iran. This is a critically important step that will 
help to keep the rulers of Iran from fulfilling 
their quest for nuclear weapons. Furthermore, 
it will help to ensure the security of our strong-
est ally in the region, Israel, by maintaining re-
gional stability. Again, I extend my sincere 
congratulations to the Republic of Cyprus on a 
successful EU Presidency. 

f 

DR. FREDERICK L. GROVER, MD 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Dr. Frederick 
Grover for his service to our community. 

After serving in the Navy, Dr. Grover dili-
gently worked to ensure the future of 
cardiothoracic medicine. Throughout his ca-
reer, Dr. Grover trained and mentored over 39 
thoracic surgery residents. As the Chair of the 
Department of Surgery at the University Colo-
rado School of Medicine, Dr. Grover preserved 
the success of our medical communities for 
generations to come. Dr. Grover’s selfless de-
votion to his students provided an exemplary 
standard of service. 

Dr. Grover’s continual efforts in aiding the 
men and women whom served our nation are 
undoubtedly worth the upmost gratitude. For 
12 years, Dr. Grover dedicated himself as the 
Chief of Surgical Services at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Denver. 
During this time, Dr. Grover pioneered the VA 
Cardiac Surgery Database as the Medical Di-
rector of the Continuous Improvement. It is his 
daily endeavors, as well as promotion of future 
medicines, that exemplify the level of service 
Dr. Grover continues to emulate. 

Dr. Grover distinguishes himself as a caring 
member of the community by striving to aid 

numerous professional organizations. Whether 
it is his advocacy through the formation of 
healthcare policy at the national level, or serv-
ing as President of the Society of Thoracic 
Surgeons, Dr. Grover is truly a remarkable 
member of our community. 

Dr. Grover’s commitment to enriching the 
community serves as a great example to 
those in medicine, and throughout all dis-
ciplines. It is with great pride and admiration 
that I am able to briefly speak on the suc-
cesses of Dr. Frederick Grover. I am certain 
the effects of his service will continue to ben-
efit our communities in Colorado for decades 
to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CENTRAL SERVICE 
TECHNICIANS 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Central Service Technicians. 

Central Service Technicians are responsible 
for processing surgical instruments, supplies 
and equipment, and serve in settings ranging 
from hospitals to ambulatory surgical centers 
throt ghout the country. 

These individuals provide support to patient 
care services and are tasked with ensuring 
supplies needed for patient care are decon-
taminated, cleaned, assembled, and sterilized. 

The Central Sterile Supply Department of a 
health care facility is the heart of all activity 
surrounding instruments, supplies and equip-
ment required for operating rooms, Endoscopy 
suites, Intensive Care Units, birth centers and 
other patient care areas. 

Central Service Technicians play an impor-
tant role in patient care arenas, and are re-
sponsible for first-line processes to prevent 
patient infections. 

Mr. Speaker, Central Service Technicians 
are instrumental to patient safety and I am 
honored to recognize their vital role in the 
health care arena. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THOMAS MCKENNON 
‘‘KEN’’ SHEA 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. ROSS of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Thomas McKennon 
‘‘Ken’’ Shea, a life-long resident of Dumas, Ar-
kansas, who passed away at the age of 58 on 
November 29, 2012. Ken was born on August 
9, 1954 in Dumas, Arkansas and I would like 
to recognize his life and achievements. 

Raised in Dumas, Arkansas, Ken attended 
Dumas High School and earned a bachelor’s 
degree from Louisiana State University, where 
he was a member of Kappa Sigma fraternity. 
Ken returned to Dumas after graduating from 
LSU to become associated with his father at 
McKennon Implement Co. Inc, the family’s 
John Deere farm equipment dealership, and 
served as president and sales manager there 
while helping to oversee his family’s farming 
interests. Following the sale of the McKennon 

dealerships Arkansas Ag in 2011, he was Lo-
cation Manager for Arkansas Ag in McGehee. 
He was a past president of the Southeast 
Equipment Dealers Association. 

Ken led an exemplary life and was ex-
tremely active in many different capacities. He 
was past president of the Dumas Chamber of 
Commerce, Dumas Lions Club, and Walnut 
Lake Country Club Boar. He served as chair-
man of the Dumas Airport Commission, on the 
Chicot-Desha Metropolitan Port Authority (Yel-
low Bend Port) and on the Dumas School 
Board. He represented the Dumas area on the 
Southeast Arkansas Levee District Board and 
had been a member of the AgHeritage Farm 
Credit Services Board of Directors since 1993. 
Ken was chosen as the Ding Dong Daddy of 
Dumas for 1996 and was named Dumas Lions 
Club Man of the Year in 1993, the same year 
his wife Debbie was honored as Woman of 
the Year at the annual Dumas Chamber of 
Commerce banquet. 

Ken was also very active at the First United 
Methodist Church where he served as past 
chairman of the Administrative Board, a mem-
ber of the governing council, and a Sunday 
School teacher. 

Leading by example through a lifetime of 
dedication, community service, and commit-
ment to agriculture, Ken has left an undeni-
able mark on the Desha County community. 
Dumas is a better place, more cohesive com-
munity because of Ken Shea and he will be 
deeply missed. My heartfelt condolences are 
with his wife of 35 years, Debbie; his son, the 
Rev. Thomas McKennon Shea Jr. and wife 
Anna Collins Shea; his daughter, Sarah Helen 
Shea Studebaker and husband Peyton Mills 
Studebaker; his brother, William Warrick ‘‘Bill’’ 
Shea; his sister, Anne Shea Carroll; and his 
two grandchildren, Jackson Reade Studebaker 
and Thomas McKennon ‘‘Mac’’ Shea, III. 
While Ken may no longer be with us, his spirit 
will live on forever in the lives he touched. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 20, 2009, the day President 
Obama took office, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,338,092,943,716.61. We’ve 
added $5,711,215,894,803.53 to our debt in 
nearly 4 years. This is $5 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TOM VICINI 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to my good friend, 
Tom Vicini, for his tremendous leadership and 
tireless dedication to inspire young people in 
southern and eastern Kentucky live a drug- 
free life. 
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In recent years, Tom has witnessed the 

devastating effects of the prescription drug 
epidemic in his hometown of Lynch, Kentucky 
and across our rural region. Rather than quiet-
ly standing by, Tom has committed his life to 
making a difference both as a selfless commu-
nity leader and a compassionate little league 
coach. 

After earning a Bachelor’s degree in Busi-
ness Administration from the University of 
Kentucky, Tom returned to Lynch where he 
worked in the private sector and served as 
Mayor for 13 years without taking a salary, 
due to tight budgets. He is now a Coalition 
Coordinator for Operation UNITE, a non-profit 
organization designed to combat substance 
abuse through law enforcement, treatment and 
education, serving the Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict of Kentucky. Through his work with 
UNITE, Tom helps coordinate community anti- 
drug events and reaches out to families and 
individuals grappling with addiction on a daily 
basis. 

For the last 34 years, Tom has spent his 
evenings and weekends coaching little league 
baseball, a lifelong passion. Tom is more than 
a successful coach, however. He is also an 
excellent mentor and role model, encouraging 
players to stay off drugs, make healthy life 
choices, and never give up. Tom makes sure 
that every child gets to play, regardless of tal-
ent. All he asks for in return is that they give 
their best effort on the field. Additionally, Tom 
organizes free baseball camps for youth and 
assists with various drug-free programs, in-
cluding Shoot Hoops Not Drugs and Hooked 
on Fishing—Not on Drugs. In honor of his 
contributions to the sport of baseball, Tom re-
ceived the 2012 Major League Baseball Com-
missioner’s Play Healthy Award through the 
Partnership at DrugFree.org in conjunction 
with MLB Charities. 

Tom’s talents far exceed his boundaries, yet 
he is determined to help transform his small 
community and our rural region of southern 
and eastern Kentucky. As some of those 
same little league players have grown up, 
Tom has encountered a few in handcuffs dur-
ing drug roundups, but his immediate re-
sponse is to kneel down beside them in pray-
er, offering words of encouragement. It is his 
courage of conviction and steadfast resolve to 
help those in need that drive his unwavering 
kindred spirit. His message of hope and per-
severance in the face of adversity is mani-
fested every day through his tireless effort to 
encourage the youth of his community to 
reach for a brighter future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Tom Vicini for receiving the MLB 
Commissioner’s Play Healthy Award, and for 
his unwavering commitment to the youth of 
Harlan County. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. WILLIAM L. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably absent due to a family emergency on No-
vember 29th and November 30th, 2012. As a 
result, I missed rollcall votes 611, 612, and 
613 related to H.R. 6429, the STEM Job Act 
of 2012. Had I been present, I would have 

voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 611, ‘‘yes’’ on roll 
call vote 612, and ‘‘no’’ on roll call vote 613. 

f 

THE IMPENDING FISCAL CLIFF 
NEGOTIATIONS AND THE EXTEN-
SION OF TAX CUTS FOR THE 
MIDDLE CLASS 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as 
Congress and the President continue to move 
toward a compromise addressing the ‘‘Fiscal 
Cliff,’’ I support a balanced approach that cre-
ates jobs and supports long-term economic 
growth. A key component of sustained eco-
nomic growth is the extension of the current 
tax rates for middle class Americans. Further-
more, I support an approach that boosts the 
confidence of small business owners and pro-
vides them with the certitude they need to 
meet the demands of a recovering economy. 
Congress must support an approach that 
avoids the harmful sequestration spending 
cuts that may affect nearly every sector of our 
economy and threaten our economic recovery. 
It is my hope that my colleagues and I can act 
as partners in promoting economic fairness 
that will steer America toward a brighter fu-
ture. 

f 

JESSICA FORD 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Jessica 
Ford had big dreams of becoming a doctor 
when she was growing up. Like many young 
girls, Jessica was just trying to find her way in 
life when she ran away from home. After she 
ran away, she met a man who made her feel 
safe. He claimed to have all the answers to 
her problems. She fell in love. Unfortunately, 
Jessica didn’t realize she was falling in love 
with a predator. 

Unbeknownst to Jessica, her new love iden-
tified her as prey and lured her in to his con-
trol by taking advantage of her vulnerability. 
Before she knew what was happening, she 
was his slave—threatened, raped and force 
into prostitution. Her predator sold her for sex 
in her city and trafficked her in other places. 
This nightmare—living in slavery—lasted for 
thirteen years. 

Jessica lived in constant fear of the men 
who owned her during those years. Not only 
did they steal her childhood, they stole her 
identity. She was an object to them, sold on 
an underground market just like any other 
commodity in demand. The sick reality of this 
market is best explained by Assistant U.S. At-
torney Sherri Zack: ‘‘With selling a girl there’s 
a huge advantage. After you sell a kilo of co-
caine, you have to then buy another kilo of co-
caine, but you can sell a girl or boy over and 
over again. It’s an incredible renewable re-
source.’’ Jessica’s nightmare didn’t start in a 
third world country; it started right here in 
Houston, Texas. 

Human trafficking is the second largest or-
ganized crime business in he world, gener-

ating $32 billion a year. This dastardly deed 
occurs all over the world, but most people 
don’t know that it occurs right here in the 
United States. Unfortunately, Texas has be-
come a hub for human trafficking—in 2007 
nearly 1/3 of the calls to the National Human 
Trafficking Hotline came from our state. The 
many interstates, airports and ports in Hous-
ton make our city convenient for traffickers. 
Trafficking rings operate in places that you 
see along the streets in our communities, like 
some massage parlors where women are sold 
for sex. This modern day slave trade occurs 
right in our own backyard. It seems like a Hol-
lywood movie, but this is reality. 

There are many faces of trafficking victims, 
but typically the victims are women—both 
adult and child. In less frequent instances, the 
victims are men. Some are people who are 
smuggled here from another country believing 
they will have a job. Others are vulnerable 
American children. In many cases, these vic-
tims are forced into sex and/or labor trafficking 
to repay a debt. Sadly, too many of them are 
treated as criminals and not what they really 
are—victims of crime. 

When I came to Congress, I founded the bi-
partisan Congressional Victims Rights Caucus. 
The Caucus works to bring attention to human 
trafficking. Legislatively, the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act has brought about considerable 
changes in the way that the federal govern-
ment responds to trafficking and coordination 
worldwide. We are working towards reauthor-
izing this important bill. 

On the state and local levels, Texas has 
taken significant steps forward to prevent traf-
ficking, prosecute traffickers, and help victims. 
In Harris County, Precinct 4 Constable Ron 
Hickman and County Attorney Vince Ryan 
have made cracking down on human traf-
ficking a top priority. They’re working hard to 
close illegitimate businesses and arrest and 
prosecute those exploiting the vulnerable. The 
biggest challenge we face to battling this 
crime is the endless demand by customers. 

Human Trafficking is modern day slavery. 
It’s a human rights issue. Bringing awareness 
to the problem is the first step. We must con-
tinue to tell stories like Jessica’s. Collaboration 
between federal, state and local governments 
is also key. Together, we can strengthen pen-
alties for traffickers and buyers. And most im-
portantly, we can’t forget that those who have 
been trafficked are the victims. We must treat 
them like victims. They need assistance as 
they recover from servitude and rebuild their 
lives. Together we can eradicate the scourge 
of human trafficking. And that’s just the way it 
is. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MARIO GUILIO 
MUSCIANO, SR. 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the beloved Mario Guilio Musciano, Sr. 
of Somerdale, New Jersey who passed away 
on Friday, November 23rd, 2012. 

Born and raised in Camden, Mr. Musciano’s 
life has been an inspiration to the citizens of 
South Jersey. As a United States Army vet-
eran, he served with distinction during World 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 01:12 Dec 07, 2012 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\RECORD12\RECFILES\E04DE2.REC E04DE2bj
ne

al
 o

n 
D

S
K

2T
W

X
8P

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1875 
War II, rising to the rank of sergeant as he 
fought to protect the freedoms that we all, as 
Americans, cherish. He survived the Decem-
ber 7th attack on Pearl Harbor and has, for 
over a decade, been an honored speaker at 
the annual Pearl Harbor Remembrance Cere-
mony held aboard the USS New Jersey. 

A self-employed entrepreneur, Mr. Musciano 
owned and retired from the Sterling Tile Com-
pany of Somerdale, NJ. He was counted a 
member of both the Lion’s Club and the Pearl 
Harbor Survivors’ Club, and was a devoted 
husband, father, grandfather, great-grand-
father, and brother. He will be sorely missed. 

Mr. Speaker, Mario Guilio Musciano was a 
great man who exemplified the American spir-
it. I join the people of Somerdale and all of 
South Jersey in honoring the life of this excep-
tional man. 

f 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS NEED FOR 
EMERGENCY ENERGY RELIEF 

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN 
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the Virgin Islands Energy 
Crisis Relief Act of 2012. In January of this 
year, the HOVENSA Oil Refinery located on 
St. Croix in my Congressional district the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, announced that it would cease 
refinery operations because of the global eco-
nomic slowdown, the addition of new refining 
capacity in emerging markets and the current 
low domestic price of natural gas. This an-
nouncement was an economic gut blow to the 
U.S. Virgin Islands not only because of its 
overall impact; a potential $580 million reduc-
tion in direct gross economic output and $92 
million in overall government tax revenues be-
ginning in FY 2012; and the direct termination 
of 2,471 employees and subcontractors which 
represents 12% of total employment and 27% 
of average gross pay of the private sector on 
St. Croix; but because of the crippling threat to 
energy affordability which inhibits economic 
growth and sustainability. 

The HOVENSA refinery, which was one of 
the ten largest in the world, provided four per-
cent of its refinery products in the form of gas-
oline, diesel, jet and propane fuel to the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. The HOVENSA refinery pro-
vided at least 90% of energy for the Virgin Is-
lands Water and Power Authority, which re-
ceived fuel to power the utility at a reduced 
cost based on the average cost of crude deliv-
ered to the refinery or $2.00 less than the 
New York harbor landed fuel of the same 
type. The refinery also supplied most of the 
territory’s gasoline service stations also at a 
reduced cost. According to VIWAPA, 76% of 
its costs are for the purchase of fuel. Even so, 
Virgin Islands residents and businesses pay 
electric power rates in the range of 44 to 48 
cents per kilowatt hour, among the highest en-
ergy costs in the nation. 

The greatest threat to the Virgin Islands 
economy and way of life posed by the closing 
of the HOVENSA refinery is energy afford-

ability. While HOVENSA has agreed to supply 
fuel to the end of 2012, the Virgin Islands is 
in need of emergency relief in order to sta-
bilize the cost of water and electricity to its 
business and residential consumers in the 
near future. In his 2012 State of the Territory 
address, Governor John deJongh said: ‘‘With-
out reliable electricity and water there will be 
no new businesses. Without reliable electricity 
and water, we will have no economic develop-
ment, fewer jobs and lower revenues, all con-
tributing to a downward spiral.’’ 

In light of the potential for economic catas-
trophe that currently exists, we are exploring 
an emergency appropriation for the purpose of 
stabilizing the economy of the Virgin Islands 
for a period of time, by subsidizing the cost of 
fuel, which the utility passes on to the con-
sumer, both residential and business, through 
a funding mechanism called the Levelized En-
ergy Adjustment Clause, known locally as the 
LEAC. 

In recent months, the Government of the 
Virgin Islands and the utility, the Virgin Islands 
Water and Power Authority, have moved to 
implement a series of initiatives aimed at sta-
bilizing the energy situation in the territory. 
They have published an Energy Action Plan 
that lists the following as its strategy to meet-
ing the islands needs for energy. It includes: 

Implementing measures to enhance produc-
tion efficiency at existing power generation fa-
cilities; 

Converting base load power production from 
fuel oil to liquefied natural gas or liquefied pe-
troleum gas; 

Developing grid interconnection between the 
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico; 

Maximizing the development of solar and 
wind resources; 

Pursuing biomass energy and ocean ther-
mal energy as potential diversification of base 
load energy. 

While noteworthy, all of these goals are long 
term solutions that do not address the impact 
to homes, businesses and the entire Virgin Is-
lands economy in the short term, hence the 
request for emergency relief. The Virgin Is-
lands Energy Crisis Relief Act is aimed at low-
ering the cost of fuel to utility and therefore to 
the consumer; facilitating the conversion of the 
existing plant to utilize liquefied natural or liq-
uefied petroleum gas; and increasing the num-
ber of residents who qualify for relief through 
the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Act 
(LIHEAP). 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I was 
out of town due to a family medical situation 
and was not present for the rollcall votes num-
bered 612 and 613 on Friday, November 30, 
2012. Had I been present, I would have voted 
in this manner: 

Rollcall vote No. 612—Motion to Recommit 
with Instructions—H.R. 6429, the STEM Jobs 
Act: ‘‘Yes.’’ 

Rollcall vote No. 613—Final Passage—H.R. 
6429, the STEM Jobs Act: ‘‘No.’’ 

f 

HONORING UNITED STATES 
MARINE CORPS VETERANS 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor our veterans. 

There are no words that can express the 
gratitude that the American people owe all of 
the men and women who choose to serve the 
United States of America in the armed serv-
ices. We are all humbled by the sacrifice they 
make—knowingly putting themselves in harm’s 
way while also leaving loved ones behind. 
This commitment is the mark of America’s fin-
est citizens and those who answer to a higher 
calling. Allow me to honor, from the United 
States Marine Corps: 

Edgar Harris, Tony Colmenares, Willie 
James Ferguson, Leroy McKenzie, Clifford 
Farrell, Jr., Peter Almeida, Jr., Joyuanki 
Victore, Christian Zegarra, Felix Garcia, Oscar 
Sola Vega, Phil Davis, Eddy J. Fonseca, 
Charles V. Manno, Edward Haynes, Larry Gil-
bert Jones, Ewin Vasco, Alexander Cruz, Phil-
ip Henry, Brent W. Quinones, Candyce 
Haynes, Christina Watson, Tracy Noel, Jamal 
Jenkins, Bentley Broussard, Jonathan M. 
Fuller, Javier A. Herbello, Kelvin J. Cox Jr., 
Kenneth del Mazo, Scott Schmidt, Richard Mil-
ler, Shane Suzuki, Jose ‘‘Pepe’’ Diaz, Rudolph 
Felton, Roberto Morejon, Widmayer Boucard, 
David Scott, Artice Shine, Jeffrey Paris, Jose 
Morla, Philip White, Darrell Morgan, Wesley 
Frazier, Johnnie Nesmith, Gary Gene 
Lipsomb, II, Joseph L. Cook, Jose Rojas, 
Manuel V. Ferrer, Walnex Philor, Leon Parker, 
Lonnie Lawrence, Gary Bryant, William Dozier, 
Peter Almeida, Jr., Patrick L. Purdy, William 
Draper, Milton Qaadir, Jim Gates Jr., Ed 
Moore, James Moore, William Parros, John L. 
Raineri, Jacob B. Butz, Luis Alvarez, Justin 
Cook, Luis Rivera, Ivens R. RestoSalgado, 
Eddy J. Fonseca Jr., Jonathan A. Salcedo, 
Ismael R. Lopez, Matthew D. Younger, Jaime 
M. Varillas, Carlos Santiago, Matthew J. 
Drumsta, John R. Hirnyk, Steven S. 
Vonsoosten, Eliezer Olea; 

Finally, it is not our tanks, weapons or ma-
chinery that make the United States Armed 
Forces the best military in the world. It is our 
young men and women who serve profes-
sionally with honor and distinction. If not for 
these exemplary citizens, freedom and the 
American way of life would not be safe arid 
secure. For these sacrifices, we respect and 
should commend their service everyday of the 
year. Congress has designated, November 
11th 2012 as the official day showing our grat-
itude. 

Please join me in honoring these American 
heroes for their bravery and sacrifice in de-
fense of this great nation. 
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