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Mr. Speaker, this poster beside me is
a book that I read. The title is, ‘“‘Fund-
ing the Enemy.”” The subtitle is, ‘“‘How
U.S. Taxpayers Bankroll the Taliban.”

I would like to quote Lisa Freeman,
who recently acknowledged that we
have lost 2,000 young Americans in Af-
ghanistan. She lost her son, Captain
Matthew Freeman, in 2007, in Afghani-
stan. Ms. Freeman said:

Where is America’s outrage? Where is
America’s concern that we’re still at war?

I agree with Ms. Freeman. Where is
the outrage here in Congress? Does it
make any sense that we continue to
borrow money from foreign govern-
ments to prop up a corrupt leader and
half the money going to the leader of
Afghanistan ends up in the hands of the
Taliban to buy weapons to kill Ameri-
cans? Our Nation is broke—China owns
us—and we’re sending our young men
and our money to Afghanistan, yet
we’re going to cut programs right here
in America for the American people.

The American people need to put the
pressure on Congress to bring our
troops home now and not wait until
December of 2014. Mr. Speaker, I assure
you, if we start bringing them home in
December of 2014, it will become 2015
and it will become 2016, and how many
more families have to cry about their
loved ones being killed in a war that
has no end to it?

Mr. Speaker, again, I ask the people
to look at this poster and realize that
this war is costing us in so many, many
ways—the most important, our young
men and women who are dying. If you
agree with me that we need to bring
our troops home before the current De-
cember 2014 deadline, please go to
www.bringthemhome2013.com and sign
the petition.

Mr. Speaker, I have been to Walter
Reed and Bethesda now so many times
to see the broken bodies, to see the
faces of the moms and dads with pain
in their face, to see the young men or
women’s faces that know that they will
never be physically able to do what
they had done before going to Afghani-
stan.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I make one
last reference. I would hope that col-
leagues of mine in both parties would
read this book, ‘“Funding the Enemy,”’
by Douglas Wissing, ‘“‘How the U.S.
Taxpayers Bankroll the Taliban.”

This is a sin, and it must stop.

Mr. Speaker, I ask God to please
bless our men and women in uniform,
to please bless the families of our men
and women in uniform, to bless the
families who have given a child dying
for freedom in Afghanistan and Iraq.
And I ask God to help this Congress
come together with the Senate and
come forward with a plan that we, the
American people, can be proud of. I ask
three times, God please, God Dplease,
God please continue to bless America.

NAMES OF RECENTLY DECEASED IN
AFGHANISTAN
Spc. Daniel L. Carlson
Pfc. Brandon L. Buttry
Staff Sgt. Dain T. Venne
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Spc. Ryan P. Jayne

Spc. Brett E. Gornewicz

Petty Officer 2nd Class Matthew G. Kantor

Cpl. Alex F. Domion

Staff Sgt. Kashif M. Memon

Sgt. Clinton K. Ruiz

Chief Warrant Officer Michael S. Duskin

Pfc. Shane G. Wilson

Sgt. Robert J. Billings

Spc. Brittany B. Gordon

Cmdr. Joel Del Mundo Tiu

Sgt. First Class Ryan J. Savard

Sgt. Thomas R. Macpherson

Culinary Specialist 2nd Class Milton W.
Brown

Warrant Officer Joseph L. Schiro

Staff Sgt. Justin C. Marquez

Sgt. Camella M. Steedley

Sgt. 1st Class Daniel T. Metcalfe

Sgt. Thomas J. Butler IV

Sgt. Jeremy F. Hardison

Sgt. Donna R. Johnson

Sgt. 1st Class Aaron A. Henderson

Sgt. 1st Class Riley G. Stephens

Staff Sgt. Orion N. Sparks

Sgt. Jonathan A. Gollnitz
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DO WHAT’S RIGHT FOR THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 56 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, America has always been
known to rise to the occasion—the
American people, our values—when
there is a need for us to come together.
Just a few minutes ago, I sat in for a
moment on the recapturing of the
enormous bravery of those who were on
Flight 93, Americans who came to-
gether and made a sacrifice. So al-
though all my remarks will not speak
to the issue of sacrifice, some of what
I say this morning speaks to the values
of the American people who always,
when called upon, have said: Send me.

But first I'd like to speak to an issue
of just basic fairness. Let me give great
respect to the constitutional premise
that the Senate has the right to advice
and consent. Of course that comes with
the Presidential right to nominate per-
sons to serve in his or her administra-
tion—either at the Cabinet level, under
Secretaries, various appointees—
throughout the administration, admin-
istrations from years gone by. So I rise
today to query the character assassina-
tion of Ambassador Susan Rice. She
has not been nominated.

We are so fortunate to have such a
dynamic Secretary of State in Hillary
Clinton, who has indicated her desire
to leave the administration at the end
of her term, but has also indicated her
willingness to continue her work—re-
cently in Syria, possibly even today in
that devastating area.

Certainly, her partner at the United
Nations for 4 years in diligent, excel-
lent, astute, thoughtful and patriotic
service has been Susan E. Rice, a
daughter of Washington, D.C. and par-
ents who loved America, a graduate of
Stanford University, where of course
she earned department honors and uni-
versity distinction, became a Harry S.
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Truman scholar, Phi Beta Kappa and a
Rhodes scholarship, certainly a begin-
ning that did not warrant the kind of
personal attacks that we have seen.

I think we should leave politics and
campaigns and won or lost races to No-
vember 6, 2012, for you cannot debate a
political and Presidential campaign
around a patriotic public servant. If
there is a nomination for Ambassador
Rice, the Senate has every right to ad-
vice and consent, and the votes need to
be taken on up and down.

I can assure you that if she is nomi-
nated by the President she will serve
this Nation well, as she has done in the
past. I know her well as the Assistant
Secretary for African Affairs under the
Clinton administration, dealing with
very difficult issues involving African
countries such as Ethiopia and Eretria,
responsive and detailed. Why in the
world, with others who may have been
equally culpable in misunderstanding
what actually occurred on that day—
the tragic day where we should be
speaking more to the loss of brave
Americans in Benghazi, Libya—why is
she the one that is pinpointed, pin-
pointed, pointed, and with, I think, in-
appropriate accusations, casting asper-
sions and doing damage to a reputation
of service that is undeserving?

So my words are simply this: let’s be
fair. Let’s carry on our rights as Mem-
bers of Congress to speak to the issue
of what a tragic incident occurred in
Benghazi. If there is a nomination—
which I hope there will be—among the
many talented people that the Presi-
dent has, it will be his choice. Senators
that are eager, friends of mine, Senator
KERRY and others, may have this op-
portunity. But let us hold to the
premise that you are innocent until
proven guilty, that someone’s great
service is deserving of respect—and she
is deserving of respect. Susan Rice is
deserving of respect.

Let me move quickly to this idea
that America cannot settle its issues of
financial concern before the fiscal
deadline. See, there is no cliff, because
as we all well know, the simple premise
of making sure that we have tax cuts
for those making $250,000 and below
have the right to follow through on the
President’s premise because this is
what the American people voted on.

Vote for the tax relief for $250,000 and
below, Mr. Speaker, and move forward
in reconciliation on doing the right
thing for Medicare holders, Social Se-
curity, and Medicaid. None of that has
anything to do with the deficit; there-
fore, we need to know that we are in a
nonstarter position, Mr. Speaker. We
need to go forward and reconcile to do
what is right for the American people.

———

BUHLER, KANSAS, IS UNDER
ASSAULT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. POMPEO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise in support of the 1,300 citizens of
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Buhler, Kansas—and indeed all Kan-
sans—and in fact all Americans who
value religious freedom and religious
liberty.

The citizens of Buhler are under as-
sault. They are the latest victims of an
ungodly extortion racket perpetrated
by the Freedom from Religion Founda-
tion based in Madison, Wisconsin.

On September 14, 2012, the Freedom
from Religion Foundation sent a letter
to the mayor of the town of Buhler,
Daniel Friesen, alerting him to the
foundation’s intent to sue the city for
its city seal, which contained a cross,
and for a billboard that included ele-
ments of that city seal that was in a
city park. Mr. Speaker, this is an out-
rage. The seal and sign are harming no
one; they are widely embraced by the
citizens of Buhler, Kansas.

The seal contains the words ‘‘tradi-
tional values’ and ‘‘progressive ideas.”
Unfortunately, in this case, progressive
ideas are making war on traditional
values, and it’s high time for that to
stop.

Some will claim that the First
Amendment to the Constitution re-
quires the cross to be removed from
this seal and sign. That’s hogwash. The
First Amendment begins with the
words: ‘‘Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of.” In this instance, Congress made no
law. For that reason alone the First
Amendment does not apply.

Furthermore, it cannot be said that
this simple seal in any way is an estab-
lishment of religion; meaning that
there is no officially supported sect or
denomination here in the manner that
some of the American colonies had.
This is not in any way an endorsement
of any particular religion or any reli-
gious denomination.

In short, the First Amendment, as
originally written, has nothing to do
with this city’s sign. Indeed, for the
first 175 years of our constitutional his-
tory, no one would have read the First
Amendment in any way that would
have prevented this seal or this sign.

Mr. Speaker, in this very room in
which I stand, this very Chamber, right
over my right-hand shoulder is a sign
that says ‘“In God We Trust.” Near the
rotunda of the Capitol is the Congres-
sional Prayer Room, a chapel that’s
been in use since 1955 as a place where
Members go to pray for divine guidance
in debating the issues of the day. A
stained glass window there shows
President George Washington kneeling
in prayer and the words of Psalm 16:1
surround him: ‘“‘Preserve me, O God, for
in thee do I put my trust.” And a Holy
Bible rests on the alter beneath that
window in this very building.

Of course I grant you that the First
Amendment has been badly interpreted
by the U.S. Supreme Court. Indeed, the
10th Circuit’s rulings are even more
troubling. It could well be that in this
case the city would lose this case.

I don’t fault the citizens of Buhler,
Kansas, for the process that they’re
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going through in trying to figure out
how to proceed. Indeed, the Freedom
from Religion Foundation knows this.
They know that they’ve attacked a
city, threatened to sue a city with very
few resources. We will have a very dif-
ficult time battling an extended period
of litigation. I do not fault the folks in
Buhler at all for trying to figure out a
way to move forward without resulting
in litigation.

But why didn’t the Freedom from Re-
ligion Foundation sue the United
States Congress for all that I spoke
about just a minute ago? The reason is
obvious. The reason is they are being
bullies. They are seeking to put their
secular vision in a place where they be-
lieve they can do it without opposition,
a place that has fewer resources. Folks
will face a very, very difficult decision
about how the town and the city should
move forward.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that this assault
on religion in the public square will
end soon. I am very saddened by the re-
cent events in Buhler, Kansas. I am an-
gered by the extortionary tactics of the
Freedom from Religion Foundation.
And, above all, I am determined to en-
sure that the religious heritage of our
great Nation will not be cast aside.

————
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AMERICA’S FINANCIAL FUTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
there is a great deal of hyperactive
rhetoric about the fiscal cliff and the
trouble ahead. The fact is that people
should just take a deep breath and
focus on where we are and where we
need to go.

First of all, it’s not a fiscal cliff but
a slope. There are many opportunities
for us in the weeks ahead to be able to
change the unsustainable trajectory of
America’s financial future. There are
many efforts already evident and peo-
ple taking steps to try to cope with it.

The President campaigned very ex-
plicitly on raising the top tax rates. It
was something that was embraced by
Democrats running for the Senate and
virtually all of them running for the
House. The President won. The Senate
actually increased in Democratic num-
bers. There were more Democrats
added to the House. And more Ameri-
cans voted for the President and his vi-
sion, for the Senate Democrats, and for
Democrats in the House than my Re-
publican friends on the other side of
the aisle.

It’s encouraging that the President
has decided that he’s no longer going
to negotiate with himself. He’s laid out
his positions and has encouraged a re-
sponse. I, for one, was pleased that
there was a proposal offered up by my
Republican friends, signed not just by
the Speaker but the entire Republican
leadership. While it still does not have
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the specifics about what those elusive
tax loopholes that they want to close
are, which will raise sufficient revenue,
I find this an encouraging sign that
there is an effort, for the first time, to
put something back, and I think there
are opportunities for people to flesh
out the details. There is an oppor-
tunity for tax reform; our system now
is not efficient. It’s chaotic. It’s expen-
sive. It’s unfair and perplexing. There
is an opportunity for us going forward
to add a little more rationality to it
while it raises more revenue.

There are countless opportunities in
the Department of Defense to save
money, starting with $250 billion in the
nuclear arsenal for weapons that we
will never use and don’t need. There
are opportunities for agricultural re-
form. And it’s been my pleasure to
work on bipartisan reform efforts with
Senator-elect JEFF FLAKE of Arizona
and my friend from Wisconsin, PAUL
RYAN. And there are real opportunities
in health care.

Now I hope my Republican friends
will stop the charade we went through
this last 2 years repealing ObamaCare
some 37 times. That train has left the
station. The President was reelected.
It’s not going to be repealed. The Su-
preme Court has decided that it’s con-
stitutional. And most of the major
health care players are busy at work
implementing health care reform. But
we have barely scratched the surface of
the ability to squeeze more value out
of the health care system.

The United States does not have to
spend nearly twice as much as all the
other developed countries and actually
have health care results that, on aver-
age, are worse than our European and
Japanese friends.

We have the best health care in the
world for some Americans. But too
many are denied regular health care,
and others are paying too much for re-
sults that aren’t good enough.

We know what to do: embedded in the
health care reform act are elements of
reform that used to have bipartisan
support, starting with the mandate
that was cosponsored by 16 Republican
Senators, elements of reform that were
implemented by Republican and Demo-
cratic Governors alike, including Gov-
ernor Romney. It’s time for us to act
on those elements, to accelerate the re-
form.

I note with no small amount of irony
that the $716 billion that the Repub-
lican ticket, Mr. Romney and Mr.
RYAN, used to campaign against the
President, PAUL RYAN’s budget in-
cluded the same reductions, and it’s
likely that they will be in his budget
that’s coming forward.

Let’s act on things that we agree.
Let’s rebuild and renew America and
find ways to save money and put us on
the path to fiscal responsibility that
the American public needs and de-
mands.
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