December 4, 2012

Mr. Speaker, this poster beside me is
a book that I read. The title is, ‘“‘Fund-
ing the Enemy.”” The subtitle is, ‘“‘How
U.S. Taxpayers Bankroll the Taliban.”

I would like to quote Lisa Freeman,
who recently acknowledged that we
have lost 2,000 young Americans in Af-
ghanistan. She lost her son, Captain
Matthew Freeman, in 2007, in Afghani-
stan. Ms. Freeman said:

Where is America’s outrage? Where is
America’s concern that we’re still at war?

I agree with Ms. Freeman. Where is
the outrage here in Congress? Does it
make any sense that we continue to
borrow money from foreign govern-
ments to prop up a corrupt leader and
half the money going to the leader of
Afghanistan ends up in the hands of the
Taliban to buy weapons to kill Ameri-
cans? Our Nation is broke—China owns
us—and we’re sending our young men
and our money to Afghanistan, yet
we’re going to cut programs right here
in America for the American people.

The American people need to put the
pressure on Congress to bring our
troops home now and not wait until
December of 2014. Mr. Speaker, I assure
you, if we start bringing them home in
December of 2014, it will become 2015
and it will become 2016, and how many
more families have to cry about their
loved ones being killed in a war that
has no end to it?

Mr. Speaker, again, I ask the people
to look at this poster and realize that
this war is costing us in so many, many
ways—the most important, our young
men and women who are dying. If you
agree with me that we need to bring
our troops home before the current De-
cember 2014 deadline, please go to
www.bringthemhome2013.com and sign
the petition.

Mr. Speaker, I have been to Walter
Reed and Bethesda now so many times
to see the broken bodies, to see the
faces of the moms and dads with pain
in their face, to see the young men or
women’s faces that know that they will
never be physically able to do what
they had done before going to Afghani-
stan.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I make one
last reference. I would hope that col-
leagues of mine in both parties would
read this book, ‘“Funding the Enemy,”’
by Douglas Wissing, ‘“‘How the U.S.
Taxpayers Bankroll the Taliban.”

This is a sin, and it must stop.

Mr. Speaker, I ask God to please
bless our men and women in uniform,
to please bless the families of our men
and women in uniform, to bless the
families who have given a child dying
for freedom in Afghanistan and Iraq.
And I ask God to help this Congress
come together with the Senate and
come forward with a plan that we, the
American people, can be proud of. I ask
three times, God please, God Dplease,
God please continue to bless America.
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DO WHAT’S RIGHT FOR THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 56 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, America has always been
known to rise to the occasion—the
American people, our values—when
there is a need for us to come together.
Just a few minutes ago, I sat in for a
moment on the recapturing of the
enormous bravery of those who were on
Flight 93, Americans who came to-
gether and made a sacrifice. So al-
though all my remarks will not speak
to the issue of sacrifice, some of what
I say this morning speaks to the values
of the American people who always,
when called upon, have said: Send me.

But first I'd like to speak to an issue
of just basic fairness. Let me give great
respect to the constitutional premise
that the Senate has the right to advice
and consent. Of course that comes with
the Presidential right to nominate per-
sons to serve in his or her administra-
tion—either at the Cabinet level, under
Secretaries, various appointees—
throughout the administration, admin-
istrations from years gone by. So I rise
today to query the character assassina-
tion of Ambassador Susan Rice. She
has not been nominated.

We are so fortunate to have such a
dynamic Secretary of State in Hillary
Clinton, who has indicated her desire
to leave the administration at the end
of her term, but has also indicated her
willingness to continue her work—re-
cently in Syria, possibly even today in
that devastating area.

Certainly, her partner at the United
Nations for 4 years in diligent, excel-
lent, astute, thoughtful and patriotic
service has been Susan E. Rice, a
daughter of Washington, D.C. and par-
ents who loved America, a graduate of
Stanford University, where of course
she earned department honors and uni-
versity distinction, became a Harry S.
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Truman scholar, Phi Beta Kappa and a
Rhodes scholarship, certainly a begin-
ning that did not warrant the kind of
personal attacks that we have seen.

I think we should leave politics and
campaigns and won or lost races to No-
vember 6, 2012, for you cannot debate a
political and Presidential campaign
around a patriotic public servant. If
there is a nomination for Ambassador
Rice, the Senate has every right to ad-
vice and consent, and the votes need to
be taken on up and down.

I can assure you that if she is nomi-
nated by the President she will serve
this Nation well, as she has done in the
past. I know her well as the Assistant
Secretary for African Affairs under the
Clinton administration, dealing with
very difficult issues involving African
countries such as Ethiopia and Eretria,
responsive and detailed. Why in the
world, with others who may have been
equally culpable in misunderstanding
what actually occurred on that day—
the tragic day where we should be
speaking more to the loss of brave
Americans in Benghazi, Libya—why is
she the one that is pinpointed, pin-
pointed, pointed, and with, I think, in-
appropriate accusations, casting asper-
sions and doing damage to a reputation
of service that is undeserving?

So my words are simply this: let’s be
fair. Let’s carry on our rights as Mem-
bers of Congress to speak to the issue
of what a tragic incident occurred in
Benghazi. If there is a nomination—
which I hope there will be—among the
many talented people that the Presi-
dent has, it will be his choice. Senators
that are eager, friends of mine, Senator
KERRY and others, may have this op-
portunity. But let us hold to the
premise that you are innocent until
proven guilty, that someone’s great
service is deserving of respect—and she
is deserving of respect. Susan Rice is
deserving of respect.

Let me move quickly to this idea
that America cannot settle its issues of
financial concern before the fiscal
deadline. See, there is no cliff, because
as we all well know, the simple premise
of making sure that we have tax cuts
for those making $250,000 and below
have the right to follow through on the
President’s premise because this is
what the American people voted on.

Vote for the tax relief for $250,000 and
below, Mr. Speaker, and move forward
in reconciliation on doing the right
thing for Medicare holders, Social Se-
curity, and Medicaid. None of that has
anything to do with the deficit; there-
fore, we need to know that we are in a
nonstarter position, Mr. Speaker. We
need to go forward and reconcile to do
what is right for the American people.

———

BUHLER, KANSAS, IS UNDER
ASSAULT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. POMPEO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise in support of the 1,300 citizens of
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