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the costs and benefits, and an evalua-
tion of the local, economic, environ-
mental, strategic, and operational con-
sequences. By requiring significant re-
ductions in uniform personnel to be in-
cluded in the budget request, Congress
will have two opportunities to review,
block, or approve a base closure in the
annual defense authorization bill and
the defense appropriations bill.

The Senate is nearing completion of
its version of the defense bill today,
and it’s my hope that both Chambers
will work to restore Congress’ proper
oversight authority. The issue facing
Congress is not a new one. Since the
1960s, the executive branch has tried
repeatedly to close bases for reasons
other than the best interests of tax-
payers or the military. The necessity
of a strong base closure law giving Con-
gress oversight of these decisions was
perhaps best expressed in 1985 by Sen-
ator CARL LEVIN. He said:

These protections against untrammeled ex-
ecutive power to close bases came because
Members of this Senate and this Congress
felt that the power to close bases had been
abused and had been used as a club over
Members of Congress.

Today, it is the 911th, but tomorrow
it could be a base in any Member’s dis-
trict. I urge my colleagues to support
efforts to strengthen the base closure
law.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 43
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Glen Bohannon, College
Acres Baptist Church, Wilmington,
North Carolina, offered the following
prayer:

Our Father in Heaven, who desires
that all people breathe the fresh air of
freedom, enable us to walk worthy of
all rights sacrificially handed down to
us by patriots past and present.

So lead us that we will not take for
granted the blessings of our Constitu-
tion, our laws, and all institutions that
help make these United States an in-
strument of peace and purpose.

Strengthen our resolve not to con-
fuse liberty with license, restraint with
weakness, and half error with full
truth.

Empower and motivate us to cul-
tivate a spirit of goodness and a high
sense of honor. Deepen our desire to
practice virtues of conduct to help
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make our Nation strong and deserving
to endure.

Our eternal God, open our eyes today
to see that our Nation’s greatest threat
is not all external, but the inner
thought that we can afford to live
without dependence upon You. This I
pray in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Amen.

————————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I de-
mand a vote on agreeing to the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

POSTPONING CALL OF PRIVATE
CALENDAR

The SPEAKER. This is the day for
the call of the Private Calendar.

Without objection, the Private Cal-
endar will be called after 1-minute
speeches today.

There was no objection.

————

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. GLEN
DALE BOHANNON

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. CUL-
BERSON) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, it is
a privilege to have with us today as our
guest chaplain, Dr. Glen Dale
Bohannon, who now pastors a church in
North Carolina, but who understands
clearly the importance of this great in-
stitution that it’s our privilege to rep-
resent. I think Dr. Bohannon’s prayer
was appropriate to strengthen these
great institutions that were created for
the sole purpose of protecting our lib-
erty.
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Dr. Bohannon was married to Jo Ann
Summers on October 26, 1957, was saved
on February 2, 1959, and became an or-
dained pastor on November 20, 1960. Dr.
Bo is a graduate of Southeast Missouri
University and received his master’s of
divinity from Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in 1972 and his
doctorate of ministry in 1985.

Glen and his wife, Jo Ann, have three
children: Lisa, John, and Glen, Jr.
John and his wife, Jody, have three
children, Glen and Jo’s grandchildren:
Summer, Levi, and Joelle.

Dr. Bohannon has served churches in
Missouri, Virginia, and North Carolina.
He retired from full-time pastorate in
1996 after serving at Central Baptist
Church of Richmond, Virginia, for 10%
years. He received his intentional in-
terim training from 1996-1997, and has
since served as an intentional interim
pastor and as an interim pastor in sev-
eral churches in Virginia and North
Carolina.

Dr. Bohannon currently serves as the
interim senior pastor at College Acres
Baptist Church in Wilmington, North
Carolina. He recently completed an in-
tentional interim at Memorial Baptist
Church in Arlington, Virginia, where
my family attends when we’re in the
D.C. area. We’re honored to have our
good friend, Dr. Glen Bohannon, here
as the pastor of the House for the day.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YODER). The Chair will entertain up to
15 further requests for 1-minute speech-
es on each side of the aisle.

———

DR. HARRY ROSENBERG

(Mr. HECK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HECK. Mr. Speaker, I come to
the floor today to recognize Dr. Harry
Rosenberg, founding president of Rose-
man University of Health Sciences.

In 1999, Dr. Rosenberg rented a small
office space in Henderson, Nevada, be-
lieving he could establish a pharmacy
school that would produce highly
skilled graduates ready to be recruited
for work across the country.

His innovative approach to education
led him to develop a block format cur-
riculum that emphasizes a student-cen-
tered active learning environment, al-
lowing students to participate in expe-
riential education from the very begin-
ning of their studies and complete
their doctoral degree in just 3 years in-
stead of the traditional 4 years, mak-
ing Roseman one of the most affordable
pharmacy schools in the Nation.

During his tenure, Dr. Rosenberg
helped transform Roseman from a local
school of 38 students to a regional in-
stitution with over 1,000 and offering
an array of quality programs in nurs-
ing, dentistry, and business adminis-
tration.
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As he prepares for retirement, I com-
mend Dr. Rosenberg for his vision, in-
novation, and commitment to offering
students an affordable, state-of-the-art
education that has and will benefit the
State of Nevada and the Nation.

——
THE POLITICS OF THE POSSIBLE

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, today, let’s show the American peo-
ple the politics of the possible. Let’s
focus on what we agree on, not what we
disagree on. Let’s find common ground.
We can accomplish this by extending
the middle class tax cuts immediately.
Let’s have the people’s House break
this ridiculous stalemate. Let families
across the Nation go into the holiday
season with certainty.

Everyone here agrees taxes should
not go up on middle class families.
Democrats and Republicans can come
together to make that happen. By ex-
tending the tax cuts, every American
will get a tax break on the first $250,000
of income. Let me repeat that 100 per-
cent of Americans will receive a tax
break on $250,000 of income.

It also extends the child tax credit,
makes it easier for small businesses to
invest, makes it affordable to go to col-
lege, and fixes the alternative min-
imum tax.

If we fail to act in the next 10 days,
middle class families could see their in-
come taxes go up by $2,000. No one
wants it, and the economy doesn’t need
it. The Senate has already passed a
bill; the President said he would sign it
today. It can be done now.

Please stand up, sign the discharge
petition, and make a difference for the
American public.

———

KEVIN KLINE

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I’d like to
introduce the American people to
Kevin Kline.

Kevin is a friend and a popular DJ
back home on the 93Q Morning Zoo.
But Kevin is more than a voice on the
radio. He is the man of the year accord-
ing to the Fort Bend Focus Magazine.
He earned that honor because of the
Snowdrop Foundation, an organization
he and his wife, Trish, created to help
children fighting life-threatening can-
cer.

Kevin’s inspiration was a remarkable
young lady, Chelsey Campbell. Chelsey
lost her battle with cancer on Decem-
ber 9, 2006. She was 16 years old. Kevin
was a pallbearer at her funeral. Kevin
is always looking for an outlet to tell
Chelsey’s story and keep her memory
alive.

If Kevin were here, I'd thank him for
sharing Chelsey’s story with me so I
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could enshrine her life forever in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of the United
States of America. Because of Kevin,
we all look forward to meeting Chelsey
in heaven.
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MIDDLE CLASS TAX CUTS

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LEVIN. This discharge petition
frames the issue immediately before
us: will Republicans take America over
the cliff, and the middle class tax cuts
with them, in order to protect tax
breaks for the very wealthy. And will
they take the economy with them over
the cliff?

The fiscal cliff confronting us threat-
ens an economic mess, half of which
could be resolved in one fell swoop—by
passing the middle class tax cuts. The
Senate has already acted. The Presi-
dent is waiting to sign it. Republicans
should join with Democrats and give 98
percent of Americans and 97 percent of
small businesses the certainty that
they won’t face a tax increase on Janu-
ary 1.

Colleagues, Republicans as well as
Democrats, sign now—the signal that
America needs.

————

THE PRESIDENT IS NOT TAKING
THE FISCAL CLIFF SERIOUSLY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, Speaker BOEHNER
sent a letter to the President in re-
sponse to his unreasonable proposal
suggesting how Congress can avert the
fiscal cliff. Shortly after the election,
the House Republican leadership pre-
sented the President with a balanced
framework by coupling spending cuts
and reforms.

The Speaker’s letter to the President
also states, ‘‘Regrettably, the proposal
outlined on behalf of your administra-
tion contains very little in the way of
common ground. The proposal calls for
$1.6 trillion in new tax revenue—twice
the amount you supported during the
campaign.”

House Republicans understand the
necessity of finding a reasonable solu-
tion. We have made it very clear that
we are willing to work with the Senate
leadership to find middle ground legis-
lation. It is my hope the President will
begin taking these negotiations seri-
ously and will work with the House Re-
publicans to find a balanced approach
to this challenge.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
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THE WHITE HOUSE MUST
PRODUCE ITS LEGAL JUSTIFICA-
TION FOR DRONE STRIKES

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Before Congress ad-
journs, this House will vote on my res-
olution of inquiry about the U.S.’ use
of drones.

The vote will not be about the thou-
sands of deaths of innocent civilians
caused by drones, though that’s impor-
tant. It won’t be about whether the
drones are creating more terrorism. It
won’t be a vote to stop the killing of
American citizens without due process
guaranteed by the Constitution. It
won’t be about whether our ongoing
use of drones constitutes violations of
the Constitution and violations of
international law.

The vote will, however,
something fundamental.

We will determine whether or not
Congress has the power to require the
administration to release their still se-
cret legal justification to use drones.
In matters of the Constitution, in mat-
ters of war, ‘‘trust us’ is neither suffi-
cient legally, constitutionally, nor is it
morally acceptable.

I urge Members of the House to re-
claim Congress’ constitutional impera-
tive by supporting H. Res. 819, the reso-
lution of inquiry demanding the White
House produce its legal justification
for drone strikes.

be about

———

SERVING THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. There
should be one powerful driving force for
all of us—and that is to serve the
American people.

The least we can do before December
31, 2012, is to provide the middle class
of America—the working men and
women of America, those who every
day get up at 6 a.m., at 4 a.m., and
work night shifts—a tax break. I am
proud to commit to giving Americans
making incomes of $250,000 and below a
tax break, and I stand here today
proudly in having signed the petition.

Let me say what else we can do very
quickly.

As a cochair of the Congressional
Children’s Caucus, we have passed a bi-
partisan bill on the intervention in and
prevention of bullying. Everywhere you
go, you’re hearing about the dastardly
conditions of our children who are
going to school across America.

To our Members of the United States
Congress, let’s pass that legislation be-
fore we leave here, and let’s go into
2013 with America recognizing that the
Congress understands that the safety
and security of our children in the
schools of America are vital. That’s the
least we can do—to protect the chil-
dren of America. Pass the Bullying
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