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spending beyond anything that Sec-
retary Morgenthau, under Roosevelt,
could have ever dreamed.

Well, here’s a good answer. When you
hear the term ‘‘fair share,” think flat
tax. You want people to pay their fair
share, make a flat tax.

Now, the President has had his friend
Warren Buffett, one of many of the
megarich in this country—in fact, the
megarich Wall Street apparently sup-
port the President four to one over Re-
publicans. It’s one of the great, amaz-
ing misconceptions in America. Wall
Street executives and their spouses do-
nate four to one to Democrats over Re-
publicans. So I would like to see the fat
cat Democrats and the fat cat Repub-
licans all pay their fair share. I'm tired
of hearing Warren Buffett say he
doesn’t pay as much a rate as his sec-
retary and he wishes the rich were
taxed more.
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What hypocrisy is that? Holy cow.
It’s really easy. We’ve made it easy.
Just write the check to the U.S. Gov-
ernment, IRS, however you want to.
We’ll cash it however you want to
write it.

You want everybody to pay their fair
share? Let’s pay taxes at a flat tax
rate. The great thing about a flat tax is
when you make more, you pay more;
when you make less, you pay less. The
other thing about a flat tax, it doesn’t
just need to be a flat tax on income; it
ought to be a flat tax across the board.

Some think there should be no deduc-
tions. I'm in favor of two. A brilliant
mind, even though he went to Harvard,
Arthur Laffer, has an idea, and he’s
talking in terms of two good deduc-
tions: a mortgage interest deduction
and charitable deductions. Frankly, I
don’t want to see a cap on charitable
deductions, because that plays right
into this administration’s desire to
have government be the end-all, be-all
charity, even though as we’ve seen
from Katrina under a Republican ad-
ministration and we’ve seen from
Sandy under a Democratic administra-
tion, the Federal Government is not
the best answer for getting help quick-
ly enough to people. It was the private
sector that got gas, water, and help
most quickly to people who suffered
from Hurricane Katrina and from Hur-
ricane Sandy. But a proposal to cap
charitable contributions as deductions
would end up killing charities and forc-
ing people to come begging, Oh, please,
government, would you please give me
a morsel, give me another crumb. So
whichever party happens to be in power
gets more power, Republican or Demo-
crat, we’ve got to stop that cycle of de-
pendency. We have got to help people
reach their God-given potential.

When you hear about fair share, you
want an equal percentage tax, let’s
have one for Warren Buffett and the
same rate for his secretary. Let’s make
the income tax, the corporate tax, the
capital gains tax, the gift tax, the es-
tate tax, let’s just make them all 15
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percent across the board. I'll never
have a problem with an estate tax, but
it is outrageous to make people sell the
family farm or sell the business or get
in hock up to their ears for something
their parents have worked a lifetime to
build up. People like Warren Buffet,
the ultrarich, they’re not going to have
to worry about the estate tax because
they’re able to pay megabucks for law-
yvers and brilliant financial analysts to
come up with a way—usually involving
life insurance and different things—to
take care of their estate tax. So it’s
not the megarich.

When people say they’re going after
the rich fat cats, England did that in
2009. An article last week pointed out
that in 2009, England increased to 50
percent, in addition to all the other
taxes they have, the tax against people
making 1 million pounds or more, and
that next year England went from hav-
ing 16,000 people who were making 1
million pounds or more a year to 6,000.
They dropped from 16,000 people mak-
ing more than 1 million pounds a year
to 6,000. That’s an incredible drop, a
two-thirds loss. So there was no addi-
tional income made—or, it’s not
made—it’s taken. There was no addi-
tional income taken by raising the
taxes on the rich because they’re too
elusive to nail down.

So you might as well set up a system
that doesn’t keep punishing the middle
class. The truth is, when you raise
taxes on the ultrarich and you keep
spending to match that—and actually
this administration and some friends in
this Congress want to keep raising the
amount we spend instead of getting re-
alistic. When you Kkeep doing that,
what you hurt is the middle class.
They’re the ones that suck it up be-
cause the middle class—when you work
at a store or a factory or a mechanic’s
garage, any of the places that the mid-
dle class work, when you work there,
you can’t just pick up your factory if
you’re a worker and move wherever
you want where the taxes are less. The
owners of the factory can, they can
move. They don’t have to pay the high-
er tax. The workers can’t. As you see
what happened in England, when that
happens everywhere, when you raise
taxes on the ultrarich, they move be-
cause they can. And who has to suck up
all that extra money that has to be
provided for, that the government
doesn’t have? It’s the middle class that
does.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 4 o’clock and 45 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, December 5, 2012, at 9 a.m.
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

8568. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Fenpropathrin; Pesticide
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2009-0644; FRL-
9366-1] received November 28, 2012, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

8569. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting ac-
count balance in the Defense Cooperation
Account as of September 30, 2012; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

8570. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Dela-
ware; Control of Stationary Generator Emis-
sions [EPA-R03-OAR-2012-0619; FRL-9754-9]
received November 28, 2012, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

8571. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Health and Safety Data Re-
porting; Addition of Certain Chemicals
[EPA-HQ-OPPT-2011-0363; FRIL-9355-9] (RIN:
2070-AJ89) received November 28, 2012, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

8572. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Penn-
sylvania; Allegheny County Incorporation by
Reference of Pennsylvania’s Consumer Prod-
ucts Regulations [EPA-R03-OAR-2012-0797;
FRL-9755-2] received November 28, 2012, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

8573. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; State
of Florida; Regional Haze State Implementa-
tion Plan [EPA-R04-OAR-2010-0935; FRL-9755-
8] received November 28, 2012, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

8574. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; California; Deter-
minations of Attainment for the 1997 8-Hour
Ozone Standard [EPA-R09-OAR-2011-0492;
FRL-9757-1] received November 28, 2012, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

8575. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of State Implementation Plans; City of Albu-
querque-Bernalillo County, New Mexico;
Interstate Transport Affecting Visibility and
Regional Haze Rule Requirements for Man-
datory Class I Areas [EPA-R06-OAR-2008-0702;
FRL-9755-5] received November 28, 2012, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

8576. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Revisions to the California
State Implementation Plan, San Joaquin
Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District
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(SJVUAPCD) [EPA-R09-OAR-2012-0267; FRL-
9730-3] received November 28, 2012, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

8577. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Revisions to the California
State Implementation Plan, San Joaquin
Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District
(SJVUAPCD) and South Coast Air Quality
Management District (SCAQMD) [EPA-R09-
OAR-2012-0252; FRL-9737-1] received Novem-
ber 28, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

8578. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Ohio;
PBR and PTIO [EPA-R05-OAR-2007-1102;
EPA-R05-OAR-2008-0782; FRL-97563-7] received
November 25, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

8579. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Colorado: Final Authoriza-
tion of State Hazardous Waste Management
Program Revisions [EPA-R08-RCRA-2012-
0396; FRL-9753-6] received November 20, 2012,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

8580. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of State Implementation Plans; State of New
Mexico; Regional Haze Rule Requirements
for Mandatory Class I Areas [EPA-R06-OAR-
2009-0050; FRL-9755-6] received November 20,
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

8581. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Florida; Section
128 and 110(a)(2)(E)(ii) and (G) Infrastructure
Requirements for the 1997 8-hour Ozone Na-
tional Ambient Air Quality Standards; Cor-
rection [EPA-R04-OAR-2011-0809; FRL-9754-5]
received November 20, 2012, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

8582. A letter from the Assistant Regional
Director, USFWS; Acting Chair, Federal
Subsistence Board, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Subsistence Management Regulations
for Public Lands in Alaska — 2012-13 and
2013-14 Subsistence Taking of Wildlife Regu-
lations [Docket No.: FWS-R7-SM-2010-0066]
(RIN: 1018-AX33) received November 29, 2012,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

8583. A letter from the Director, Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Snapper-Grouper Fishery off the Southern
Atlantic States; Snapper-Grouper Manage-
ment Measures [Docket No.: 120403249-2492-02]
(RIN: 0648-BC03) received November 29, 2012,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

8584. A letter from the Director, Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act Provisions; Fisheries of the
Northeastern TUnited States; Northeast
Multispecies Fishery; Interim Action; Rule
Extension [Docket No.: 120316196-2195-01]
(RIN: 0648-BB89) received November 29, 2012,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.
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8585. A letter from the Director, Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Atlantic Highly Migratory Species; 2006 Con-
solidated Highly Migratory Species Fishery
Management Plan; Amendment 4 [Docket
No.: 080603729-2454-02] (RIN: 0648-AW83) re-
ceived November 29, 2012, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

8586. A letter from the Director, Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Fisheries Off West Coast States; West Coast
Salmon Fisheries; Announcing OMB Ap-
proval of Information Collection [Docket
No.: 120614172-2395-017 (RIN: 0648-BC29) re-
ceived November 29, 2012, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

85687. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— 2013 Standard Mileage Rates [Notice 2012-
72] received November 29, 2012, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

8588. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Tier
2 Tax Rates for 2013 received November 29,
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. POE of Texas (for himself and
Mrs. MALONEY):

H.R. 6628. A bill to amend the DNA Anal-
ysis Backlog Elimination Act of 2000 to pro-
vide for Debbie Smith grants for auditing
sexual assault evidence backlogs and to es-
tablish a Sexual Assault Forensic Evidence
Registry, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. WALZ of Minnesota (for him-
self, Ms. McCoLLUM, and Mr.
WOMACK):

H.R. 6629. A bill to improve the training of
child protection professionals; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, and
in addition to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. CARTER:

H.R. 6630. A bill to require that the mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and civilian em-
ployees of the Department of Defense who
were victims in the attack that occurred at
Fort Hood, Texas, on November 5, 2009, and
the family members of those victims be ac-
corded the same treatment, benefits, and
honors as were accorded the victims of the
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the
United States and the family members of
those victims; to the Committee on Armed
Services, and in addition to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mrs. CHRISTENSEN:

H.R. 6631. A bill to provide energy crisis re-
lief to residents of the Virgin Islands; to the
Committee on Agriculture, and in addition
to the Committees on Energy and Com-
merce, Transportation and Infrastructure,
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Financial Services, and Education and the
Workforce, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. MORAN:

H.R. 6632. A bill to amend the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 to modernize
State voting systems by allowing for in-
creased use of the internet in voter registra-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

By Mr. WITTMAN (for himself, Mr.
FORBES, Mr. RIGELL, Mr. ScOTT of
Virginia, Mr. WoOLF, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
HURT, Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia, Mr.
GRIFFITH of Virginia, Mr. COURTNEY,
and Mr. GOODLATTE):

H. Con. Res. 143. Concurrent resolution
congratulating the Navy and the current and
former officers and crew of the U.S.S. Enter-
prise (CVN 65) on completion of the 25th and
final deployment of the vessel; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mr. WOLF (for himself, Mr. BROUN
of Georgia, Mr. CAMPBELL, Mr. WIL-
SON of South Carolina, Mr. GOHMERT,
Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr.
CRAVAACK, Mr. BROOKS, Mr. WITT-
MAN, Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina,
Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas, Mr. MEE-
HAN, Mr. POSEY, and Mr. KING of
Iowa):

H. Res. 824. A resolution establishing a se-
lect committee to investigate and report on
the attack on the United States consulate in
Benghazi, Libya; to the Committee on Rules.

———

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials
were presented and referred as follows:

300. The SPEAKER presented a memorial
of the General Assembly of the State of Cali-
fornia, relative to Assembly Joint Resolu-
tion No. 39 supporting the use of a portion of
federally generated seafood product import
revenues for domestic marketing and pro-
motion of California fish and seafood; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

301. Also, a memorial of the General As-
sembly of the State of California, relative to
Assembly Joint Resolution No. 31 requesting
the Congress and the Department of Defense
to remain committed to maintaining the
144th Fighter Wing and the Aerospace Con-
trol Alert mission in California; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

302. Also, a memorial of the General As-
sembly of the State of California, relative to
Assembly Joint Resolution No. 40 urging the
Federal Housing Finance Agency to imme-
diately allow the Federal National Mortgage
Association and the Federal Home Loan
Mortgage Corporation to offer principal re-
ductions to homeowners; to the Committee
on Financial Services.

303. Also, a memorial of the General As-
sembly of the State of California, relative to
Assembly Joint Resolution No. 46 supporting
the advocacy efforts of Operation San Diego;
to the Committee on the Budget.

304. Also, a memorial of the General As-
sembly of the State of California, relative to
Assembly Joint Resolution No. 27 memori-
alizing high school and college coaches of
women’s athletics are to be commended for
progress in attaining the goals of Title IX; to
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force.

305. Also, a memorial of the General As-
sembly of the State of California, relative to
Assembly Joint Resolution No. 47 supporting
the efforts to ensure pay equity and to pro-
tect employees who seek information about
pay without fear of retribution; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.
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