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Eissenstat, who works for Senator
HATCcH, worked very hard. They lead
very good, trained teams, I might add.
They are very talented, able folks.

I see this too as a vote to help propel
us to the next level of trade expansion.
One is the TPP, Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship, which is being worked on by the
United States and other Asian coun-
tries. I think it is a dramatic oppor-
tunity for growth.

Second, working with Europe, the po-
tential free-trade agreement with Eu-
rope, there has been a lot of interest in
Europe joining the United States and
reducing barriers to trade. It is a great
opportunity that we should take ad-
vantage of. Obviously, that raises an-
other question, which is trade pro-
motion authority. Next year Congress
and I will work to get trade promotion
authority passed so we can include
these trade agreements and help Amer-
ican companies and, equally impor-
tantly, help American consumers be-
cause American consumers and Amer-
ican workers are, frankly, helped dra-
matically by properly negotiated trade
agreements when it is in the best inter-
ests of the United States.

I thank the Presiding Officer for all
she does too.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?

Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, I
yield back the remainder of my time.

Mr. HATCH. I yield back the remain-
der of our time.

Mr. BAUCUS. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

Mr. HATCH. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second? There appears to be
a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is on
passage of H.R. 6156.

The yeas and nays have been ordered.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Hawaii (Mr. INOUYE), the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
ROCKEFELLER), and the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. CONRAD) are nec-
essarily absent.

I further announce that, if present
and voting, the Senator from North
Dakota (Mr. CONRAD) would vote
uaye.n

Mr. KYL. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Illinois (Mr. KIRK).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 92,
nays 4, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 223 Leg.]

YEAS—92
Akaka Ayotte Baucus
Alexander Barrasso Begich
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Bennet Grassley Moran
Bingaman Hagan Murkowski
Blumenthal Harkin Murray
Blunt Hatch Nelson (NE)
Boozman Heller Nelson (FL)
Boxer Hoeven Paul
Brown (MA) Hutchison Portman
Brown (OH) Inhofe Pryor
Cantwell Johann Reid
antwe ohanns X
Cardin Johnson (SD) ngbC};t
Carper Johnson (WI) RO eres
ubio
Casey Kerry Schumer
Chambliss Klobuchar .
Coats Kohl Sessions
Coburn Kyl Shaheen
Cochran Landrieu Shelby
Collins Lautenberg Snowe
Coons Leahy Stabenow
Corker Lee Tester
Cornyn Lieberman Thune
Crapo Lugar Toomey
DeMint Manchin Udall (CO)
Durbin McCain Udall (NM)
Enzi McCaskill Vitter
Feinstein McConnell Warner
Franken Menendez Webb
Gillibrand Merkley Wicker
Graham Mikulski Wyden
NAYS—4
Levin Sanders
Reed Whitehouse
NOT VOTING—4
Conrad Kirk
Inouye Rockefeller
The bill (H.R. 6156) was passed.
——
ORDER OF BUSINESS
Mr. REID. Madam President, this

morning Senator MCCONNELL came to
the floor. He made a serious offer deal-
ing with the debt ceiling—one of the
most important issues facing this
country. As I said, it is a serious offer.
I have not personally read it. My staff
looked at it, and it is important
enough that I would like to have a vote
on it this afternoon. I need to have a
caucus and explain to my troops what
this is all about. If we can work some-
thing out with Senator MCCONNELL, I
would like to have a vote sometime
this afternoon. I do need to have a cau-
cus. We have another vote right now,
and if my Republican colleagues think
there is not a chance of having a vote
this afternoon—I can only do it by
unanimous consent. If someone is
going to object to it, they should do it
now and we will arrange another time
to address this issue.

So the issue is that Senator McCON-
NELL has made a proposal on how we
handle the debt ceiling, and we have to
get permission from my Republican
colleagues as to whether we can have a
vote on it this afternoon at a time that
would be as convenient as possible. I
don’t think we need a lot of time to de-
bate it. We have done that lots of
times.

Mr. McCAIN. Madam President, how
about 1 p.m.?

Mr. REID. Madam President, I know
there are airplanes that people want to
leave in, but this is very important.
This vote will end at about 1 p.m. I
scheduled the caucus for 1:30 p.m.
There is no reason we couldn’t start
the caucus at 1:056 p.m. We can move it
up.

I need some direction from my Re-
publican colleagues. So if I hear no one

S7663

yelling no, then we will go ahead and
schedule this as soon as we can this
afternoon, to vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President,
I know there are those on my side who
would also like to have a conference to
talk about this. Could we have an indi-
cation as to the timeframe of the vote?

Mr. REID. Madam President, to my
friend from Texas, the conference we
will have won’t take very long—half an
hour, maybe 45 minutes. I am sure we
could finish that by 1:45 p.m. or some-
thing like that, and we could have a
vote.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION—Continued

VOTE ON NOMINATION OF MARK E. WALKER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Mark E.
Walker, of Florida, to be United States
District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of Florida?

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. CON-
RAD), the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE), and the Senator from West
Virginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) are nec-
essarily absent.

Mr. KYL. The following Senators are
necessarily absent: the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. DEMINT), and
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. KIRK).

The result was announced—yeas 94,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 224 Ex.]

YEAS—9%4
Akaka Feinstein MecCaskill
Alexander Franken McConnell
Ayotte Gillibrand Menendez
Barrasso Graham Merkley
Baucus Grassley Mikulski
Begich Hagan Moran
Bennet Harkin Murkowski
Bingaman Hatch Murray
Blumenthal Heller Nelson (NE)
Blunt Hoeven Nelson (FL)
Boozman Hutchison Paul
Boxer Inhofe Portman
Brown (MA) Isakson Pryor
Brown (OH) Johanns Reed
Cantwell Johnson (SD) Reid
Cardin Johnson (WI) Risch
Carper Kerry Roberts
Casey Klobuchar Rubio
Chambliss Kohl Sanders
Coats Kyl Schumer
Coburn Landrieu Sessions
Cochran Lautenberg Shaheen
Collins Leahy Shelby
Coons Lee Snowe
Corker Levin Stabenow
Cornyn Lieberman Tester
Crapo Lugar Thune
Durbin Manchin Toomey
Enzi McCain Udall (CO)
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