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URGING EUROPEAN UNION TO
DESIGNATE HEZBOLLAH AS A
TERRORIST ORGANIZATION

SPEECH OF

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 31, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | challenge the
wisdom of House Resolution (H. Res. 834)
which urges the governments of Europe and
the European Union to designate Hezbollah a
terrorist organization and imposes sanctions.

This resolution could have an effect oppo-
site to that which was intended—to strengthen
Israel. The UN Security Council Resolution
1701, which called for the end of hostilities be-
tween Hezbollah and lIsrael, is now being en-
forced by the United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL) with the participation of Eu-
ropean governments. There are reports that
Hezbollah has been cooperating with UNIFIL
in stabilizing south Lebanon and that the rela-
tionships developed are channels for peaceful
dialogue in the future.

Asking Europe to designate Hezbollah a ter-
rorist organization could be counter-produc-
tive, increase dangers and lessen the effec-
tiveness of European troops in UNIFIL. There
will be adverse consequences of the resolu-
tion on the situation in south Lebanon.

| have visited the region and have worked to
end the conflict between Israel and Lebanon,
even as it was starting. | offered a peace plan
to try to end the war. | further visited Lebanon
and Israel on after the war. | visited an apart-
ment house in Qana, south Lebanon, which
had been destroyed by a bomb which killed
fifty women and children.

| brought the bomb fragment back from the
site and kept it on display in my office, to-
gether with three dog tags of kidnapped Israeli
soldiers to remind of the great human tragedy
of the conflict, and the suffering on all sides.

The passage of this bill means that Con-
gress must take up the responsibility of mak-
ing sure that the Lebanese army is sufficiently
equipped to protect the country.

At this very moment America is roaming the
world strenuously involved in promoting the
Art of Governing. In Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya,
Serbia, Yemen, Pakistan, Somalia and all
points north and south, east and west, it is our
State Department with its large plans, it is our
Central Intelligence Agency with its drone
strikes, our military by its active presence, our
Defense Intelligence Agency, and our military
contractors all of whom are the instructors in-
volved in a show of unparalleled force to dis-
play not only American power but to make the
case for American exceptionalism.

If the machinations concerning the so-called
fiscal cliff mean anything, they illustrate the
conceit that somehow we have a right to tell
others how to govern their affairs, and use our
military to enforce our worldview. What is our
case for democracy and cooperation else-
where, if we have such difficulty practicing it or
demonstrating it here at home? Where, with
our unemployment, mortgage foreclosures,
school closings, pension fund collapses,
neighborhood violence, oh where is our show-
case of democracy?

For all of our foreign entanglements, our
military occupations and preoccupations, our
spy-in-the-sky-surveillance, death dealing from
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drones on high to those who we see as a
threat, for all of this—we are not safer.

We may in fact be less safe. There is plenty
of evidence to suggest that Al Queda has
been strengthened by the US support for mili-
tary action in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Syria, Yemen and by extrajudicial killings
through the use of drones which are exacting
a high toll on innocent civilians.

John Quincy Adams once said America
goes not abroad in search of monsters to de-
stroy”. How far we have journeyed from that
wise aspiration of a Founding Father?

To paraphrase Shakespeare’s Cassius in
Julius Caesar: ‘We act as a Colossus bestride
the narrow world . . . and petty men walk
under (our) huge legs.’ It is an illusion.

Through our endless interventions, we have
lost our way in the wide world, by trying to
conquer it. We cannot conquer the world. We
cannot rule the world. We cannot be the po-
liceman of the world. We cannot afford it mili-
tarily, financially or spiritually. American control
of the fate of others in faraway land is an ex-
pensive fantasy and can no longer be in-
dulged.

We will spend trillions of dollars in pursuit of
a war on terror, which has become like a war
against apparitions which shift shapes, loyal-
ties and directions, consumes lives and money
and at the end we meet in the distorted mirror
of our fears the prophecy of Walt Kelly’s Pogo:
“We have met the enemy and he is us.”

The cost of the wars is a threat to our free-
dom. The money spent for war inevitably
comes from pressing domestic needs for job
creation, infrastructure rebuilding, education,
health care, retirement security. Since 9/11 we
have let fear set our priorities and that fear
has cost us mightily. It is worth recalling Presi-
dent Eisenhower’s full warning about the un-
dermining of freedom which comes from out of
control military spending:

“Our toil, resources and livelihood are all in-
volved; so is the very structure of our society.
In the councils of government, we must guard
against the acquisition of unwarranted influ-
ence, whether sought or unsought, by the mili-
tary-industrial complex. The potential for the
disastrous rise of misplaced power exists, and
will persist. We must never let the weight of
this combination endanger our liberties or
democratic processes. We should take nothing
for granted. Only an alert and knowledgeable
citizenry can compel the proper meshing of
the huge industrial and military machinery of
defense with our peaceful methods and goals
so that security and liberty may prosper to-
gether.”

The wars have been a disaster for innocent
civilians. More than one million innocent Iragis
perished in a war based on lies, a war exe-
cuted by an American president and vice
president who flat out lied to the Congress,
lied to the American people, lied to the media
and escaped responsibility and accountability
because we just moved on.

We will never recover from the tragedy
which we wrought upon the people of Iraq, we
will never recover from the sordid legacy of
torture, rendition, indefinite detention, we will
never recover from the effects of 911 unless
America has a deep, searching period of Truth
and Reconciliation, where the principle deci-
sion-makers are required to come before a
public tribunal to tell the truth or to face the
consequences of their perfidy. We need such
a process not only to set straight the historical
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record, but to remove the dark stain upon the
soul of this nation which an unjust war fixes
firmly.

There must be a new role for America in the
world, where we can work with the community
of nations for comprehensive international law
enforcement, to assure security abroad, and
protection here at home with democratic gov-
ernance through strengthening our community
safety forces.

This is much to be preferred to the architec-
ture of the national security state here at
home which increasingly requires American
citizens to give up their civil liberties to
achieve a measure of security. Big Brother is
hard at work in America, assembling huge
databases of personal information, warrantless
wiretaps, tracking phone calls, emails and
internet searches, watching closely with new
networks of cameras, new sophisticated drone
technology, observing everything but the US
Constitution.

Our right to freedom from unreasonable
search and seizure has been annihilated
through the legal acrobatics of high tech-
nology.

It was Benjamin Franklin who wrote “Those
who give up essential liberty to purchase a lit-
tle temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor
safety.”

What is outermost in the conduct of our for-
eign affairs is a reflection of what is innermost
in our domestic affairs. And what is innermost
in ourselves becomes outermost in our fami-
lies and our communities. This is the ironclad
law of reciprocity in human affairs. It is not
simply ‘do unto others as you would have
them do unto you’, but as you do unto others,
S0 you do unto yourself.

It may not be possible for the US to bring
peace to anywhere except the U.S.

Peace inside the United States is possible.
Peace in our communities, our neighborhoods,
our homes is possible. Yet the omnipresence
of violence in our society mirrors the violence
which the United States visits on nations
across the globe.

The fate of humanity is written not large in
the sky, but in a cursive across the tablet of
our heart. How bold we stand for peace and
love in our daily lives informs the strength of
the impulse of our hearts to radiate outward to
establish new conditions of our existence and
in the lives of each person we touch.

The peace we claim for ourselves is the
peace we can give to others. But it requires
conscious thought in every moment. Peace
necessarily involves a structured approach,
within our lives, intersecting with the lives of
others. An awareness of the consequences of
our every action, how it affects us and how it
affects others.

This is not a theoretical exercise. For the
past 16 years, this Congress has been my
human relations workshop in which | have
tested ideas of conflict resolution, of standing
for truth, of fiercely engaging in debate, of
moving forthrightly into partisan debates, of
negotiating around partisanship, of alignment
with another person on matters of personal in-
terest, of even building friendships from the
broken pieces of partisan battles.

We are locked into a cultural matrix of think-
ing which produces violence and we are
shocked when its heartbreaking effects
emerge. It's “Us vs. them” thinking, the evo-
cation of enemies, whoever they are.

On a global level, this type of thinking justi-
fies war and brings the slaughter of innocents.
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Nationally it sows seeds for murder. Yet, war
abroad and violence at home are not inevi-
table. We have it within our power to recreate
America today. Are we not the land of the
free, the home of the brave? Is there not
something uniquely American which gives us
the ability to transcend our woes and seek a
more perfect union? Even at the darkest mo-
ment we Americans can stand bravely for our
freedoms. Mindful of our inherent unity, we
must break the “US vs. them” mindset and
move beyond survival mode to security
through cooperation.

Let us create an organized structured ap-
proach to become architects of a new culture
of peace, in our homes, our schools, our work-
places.

This is what the “Dept. of Peace” (H.R.
808) is about. Let us establish that America’s
national security and peace at home includes
jobs, housing, physical and mental health
care, education, retirement security for all. We
are, the land of the free, the home of the
brave. Freedom and bravery, courage and de-
mocracy are our birthright, our inheritance, our
destiny.

And let us not propagate to Europe and the
European community the fears which have in-
fected this county. The Scriptures bid us to
make peace with our brothers and sisters.
This is the higher calling for the United States.
This should be our new raison d’étre in the
world and at home. God Bless America.

———

2013 NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 1, 2013

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to sup-
port the provisions of the 2013 National De-
fense Authorization Act that ban the overseas
transport of a minor for the purposes of female
genital mutilation, or FGM.

This language mirrors the bipartisan Girls
Protection Act, legislation | authored and intro-
duced in the 111th and 112th Congresses.

FGM is an issue that isn't always easy to
talk about, and one that has gone on for far
too long. According to the World Health Orga-
nization, up to 2 million girls—or 6,000 per
day—are threatened with FGM each year.
Here in the United States, studies indicate that
all too many girls are under similar threat. The
United Nations says that FGM is an “irrep-
arable, irreversible abuse” inflicted on women
and girls.

| couldn’t agree more. So, when some New
Yorkers approached me three years ago and
told me that girls from my own city were being
transported overseas where they were forced
to undergo FGM, | knew we needed to take
action. Since FGM is illegal in the United
States, it should be illegal to transport a minor
overseas for the same purpose.

This provision addresses the issue by put-
ting law enforcement on the side of girls. If
signed into law, it will never again be accept-
able, or legal, to transport a minor from the
United States to another country for the pur-
poses of FGM. It will also be illegal to con-
spire to transport a minor abroad for the pur-
poses of FGM. In fact, if this bill is signed into
law, those actions will be a crime. The intent
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of this legislation is clear—if you plan or par-
ticipate in the transportation of a minor abroad
for so that the minor can undergo FGM, you
will have committed a criminal act.

The days of impunity for FGM are now over.
Girls who may feel under threat, and families
and communities who seek to protect girls
from being transported overseas for FGM, will
be able to turn to law enforcement for help.

Clearly, there is much more that must be
done to address FGM. We need to fund cul-
turally-appropriate outreach and education ef-
forts. We need to work with counselors, teach-
ers and medical providers to ensure they
know to help prevent FGM. We need to do ev-
erything we can to empower girls. And, efforts
should be carried out in consultation with com-
munities where FGM may be prevalent, many
of whom have already stepped forward to re-
nounce the practice of FGM. | believe that ulti-
mately these types of efforts are equally as
important as instituting a ban on FGM, and we
must work to make them a reality here in the
United States.

———

TRIBUTE TO MRS. JULIE ETTA
WASHINGTON NANCE

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 1, 2013

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute a woman who will be forever
known as “the First Lady of South Carolina
State College.” | was fortunate to know Mrs.
Julie Etta Washington Nance since my days
on the campus in the late 1950s. She passed
away on December 30, 2012, and | know that
she will be sorely missed by so many who had
the privilege to know her.

Julie Nance was born in 1926, the daughter
of J. Irwin Washington, who was South Caro-
lina State College’s business manager for 40
years, and Julia Robinson Washington. J. I,
as he was called, was my longtime mentor,
and | was honored to have a close association
with the Washington family throughout my life.

From the time she was born, Julie was con-
nected to South Carolina State College (now
University). She lived with her family on the
Orangeburg campus and attended Felton Lab-
oratory School, also located there. After grad-
uating from Wilkinson High School, she at-
tended S.C. State and earned her Bachelor of
Science degree in elementary education in
1947.

She briefly left Orangeburg to teach first
grade in Florence for one year, but returned to
Orangeburg to work in the college bookstore
and to be closer to the love of her life, M.
Maceo Nance, Jr. He had been enrolled on
the campus in 1942, but joined the U.S. Navy
for three years during World War Il. He re-
turned to campus after his military service.

The two married in 1950, and lived with her
parents on campus until they were able to
build their own home next door.

Dr. Nance began his 37-year career at
South Carolina State as a supply clerk. As he
rose through the ranks on campus, Julie
stayed home to raise her two sons, M. Maceo
Nance, 1l and Robert M. Nance, who would
later become the District Director for my Con-
gressional office where he has served continu-
ously for the past 20 years.
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In 1967, Dr. Nance was named the interim
president of South Carolina State during the
tumultuous days of the civil rights movement.
Shortly after taking office, a protest in front of
the campus over a segregated bowling alley
turned tragic when law enforcement open fire
on the student protestors, killing three young
men and wounding nearly two dozen others.

Following the tragedy, Dr. and Mrs. Nance
formed the rock that held the campus to-
gether. Their strength and compassion united
the college, and ultimately, Dr. Nance was re-
warded by being named the permanent presi-
dent of South Carolina State. It was a position
he held for 19 years with great distinction.

Julie Nance continued to build on the family
atmosphere on the Orangeburg campus. She
and her husband often hosted events in their
home and at the president’s office, where stu-
dents, faculty and staff could mingle. Julie,
known for her elegance and charm, was a tre-
mendous asset to her husband to whom she
was married for more than 50 years. During
their leadership at S.C. State, the college ex-
perienced great growth and increased its influ-
ence within the community and the state. After
Dr. Nance retired in March 1986, the couple
remained two of the college’s staunchest sup-
porters.

Mrs. Nance received numerous awards in-
cluding the Distinguished Alumna Award from
South Carolina State University and the
Sammie Davis Jr. Life Membership Achieve-
ment Award given by the NAACP, of which
she was a lifetime member. She also held life
memberships in the South Carolina State Uni-
versity Alumni Association and Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority Incorporated. She was a mem-
ber of Wiliams Chapel A.M.E. Church, the
Links, Inc. and an Emeritus member of The
Regional Medical Center Foundation Board.

In addition to being the parents of two sons,
the couple was also grandparents to two
granddaughters, Michelle Nelson and Kimberly
Colley; three grandsons, Nicholas Nance, Mil-
ligan Nance and Kevin Hunt; and four great-
grandchildren, Mya Nelson, Maci Nelson,
Madison Hunt and Halie Hunt.

When Mrs. Nance departed this life, she
was at home in her longtime Orangeburg resi-
dence located on the road that was ceremo-
nially named in 2000 the “Dr. M. Maceo
Nance Jr. Highway” in honor of her beloved
husband.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in honoring the life and legacy
of this remarkable woman. Mrs. Julie Etta
Washington Nance’s entire life was devoted to
South Carolina State College (University). This
institution, the Orangeburg community, and
the State of South Carolina are much better
places because of her leadership and dedica-
tion.

HONORING WALTER E. LENCKI
HON. MARY BONO MACK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 1, 2013

Mrs. BONO MACK. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the memory of a great Amer-
ican, my friend, Walter E. Lencki. Sadly, Walt
passed away on December 24 of this year at
the age of 78. Our nation has lost a true pa-
triot.
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