7

January 14, 2013

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignations are accept-
ed.

There was no objection.

———

RESIGNATIONS AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEES ON ARMED SERV-
ICES AND AGRICULTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tions as a member of the Committees
on Armed Services and Agriculture:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 14, 2013.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: In order to join
the Committee on Appropriations, I hereby
resign my seat on both the Armed Services
Committee and the Committee on Agri-
culture, effective today.

Sincerely,
BILL OWENS,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignations are accept-
ed.

There was no objection.

———
RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL

SERVICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Financial Services:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 11, 2013.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
The Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: In order to rejoin
the Judiciary Committee, I hereby take a
leave of absence with seniority retained from
the Financial Services Committee, effective
today. Thank you for your time and atten-
tion in this matter.

Sincerely,
Luls V. GUTIERREZ,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

———

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SE-
CURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Homeland Security:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 14, 2013.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: In order to join
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, I hereby resign my seat on the
Homeland Security Committee, effective
today.

Sincerely,
JANICE HAHN,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.
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RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
the Budget:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 14, 2013.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: In order to join
the Committee on Financial Services, I here-
by resign my seat on the Budget Committee,
effective today.

Sincerely,
DENNY HECK,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 12 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

—————

0 1700
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. EMERSON) at 5 p.m.

———

SANDY RECOVERY IMPROVEMENT
ACT OF 2013

Mr. DENHAM. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 219) to improve and stream-
line disaster assistance for Hurricane
Sandy, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 219

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“Sandy Recovery Improvement Act of
2013”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Public assistance program alter-
native procedures.

Sec. 3. Federal assistance to individuals and
households.

Sec. 4. Hazard mitigation.

Sec. 5. Dispute resolution pilot program.

Sec. 6. Unified Federal review.

Sec. 7. Simplified procedures.

Sec. 8. Essential assistance.

Sec. 9. Individual assistance factors.

Sec. 10. Tribal requests for a major disaster

or emergency declaration under
the Stafford Act.
11. Recommendations for reducing
costs of future disasters.
SEC. 2. PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ALTER-
NATIVE PROCEDURES.

Title IV of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42
U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by redesignating the second section 425
(relating to essential service providers) as
section 427; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 428. PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ALTER-
NATIVE PROCEDURES.

‘“(a) APPROVAL OF PROJECTS.—The Presi-

dent, acting through the Administrator of
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the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, may approve projects under the alter-
native procedures adopted under this section
for any major disaster or emergency de-
clared on or after the date of enactment of
this section. The Administrator may also
apply the alternate procedures adopted
under this section to a major disaster or
emergency declared before enactment of this
Act for which construction has not begun as
of the date of enactment of this Act.

““(b) ADOPTION.—The Administrator, in co-
ordination with States, tribal and local gov-
ernments, and owners or operators of private
nonprofit facilities, may adopt alternative
procedures to administer assistance provided
under sections 403(a)(3)(A), 406, 407, and
502(a)(5).

“(c) GoALS OF PROCEDURES.—The alter-
native procedures adopted under subsection
(a) shall further the goals of—

(1) reducing the costs to the Federal Gov-
ernment of providing such assistance;

‘(2) increasing flexibility in the adminis-
tration of such assistance;

““(3) expediting the provision of such assist-
ance to a State, tribal or local government,
or owner or operator of a private nonprofit
facility; and

‘“(4) providing financial incentives and dis-
incentives for a State, tribal or local govern-
ment, or owner or operator of a private non-
profit facility for the timely and cost-effec-
tive completion of projects with such assist-
ance.

‘‘(d) PARTICIPATION.—Participation in the
alternative procedures adopted under this
section shall be at the election of a State,
tribal or local government, or owner or oper-
ator of a private nonprofit facility consistent
with procedures determined by the Adminis-
trator.

‘“(e) MINIMUM PROCEDURES.—The alter-
native procedures adopted under this section
shall include the following:

‘(1) For repair, restoration, and replace-
ment of damaged facilities under section
406—

““(A) making grants on the basis of fixed
estimates, if the State, tribal or local gov-
ernment, or owner or operator of the private
nonprofit facility agrees to be responsible for
any actual costs that exceed the estimate;

‘(B) providing an option for a State, tribal
or local government, or owner or operator of
a private nonprofit facility to elect to re-
ceive an in-lieu contribution, without reduc-
tion, on the basis of estimates of—

‘‘(i) the cost of repair, restoration, recon-
struction, or replacement of a public facility
owned or controlled by the State, tribal or
local government or owner or operator of a
private nonprofit facility; and

‘“(ii) management expenses;

‘(C) consolidating, to the extent deter-
mined appropriate by the Administrator, the
facilities of a State, tribal or local govern-
ment, or owner or operator of a private non-
profit facility as a single project based upon
the estimates adopted under the procedures;

‘(D) if the actual costs of a project com-
pleted under the procedures are less than the
estimated costs thereof, the Administrator
may permit a grantee or subgrantee to use
all or part of the excess funds for—

‘(i) cost-effective activities that reduce
the risk of future damage, hardship, or suf-
fering from a major disaster; and

‘‘(ii) other activities to improve future
Public Assistance operations or planning;

‘“(E) in determining eligible costs under
section 406, the Administrator shall make
available, at an applicant’s request and
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