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HONORING SLAIN POLICE OFFICER
KEVIN TONN

HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 23, 2013

Mr. McNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | make this statement
today to recognize the life and service of po-
lice officer Kevin Tonn. Officer Tonn served in
the Galt police department for three years,
protecting a community in California that | am
honored to represent. Tragically, Officer Tonn
was killed in the line of duty this past week
while pursuing a criminal suspect.

Officer Tonn was the example of a model
citizen. As a teenager who grew up in Rose-
ville, California, he joined the Roseville Police
Explorers; after he graduated high school, he
joined the U.S. Army as a military police offi-
cer. Officer Tonn also served as a firefighter in
New York before returning to California to join
the Sacramento Sherriff's Academy. In 2009,
he was sworn into the Galt police force as a
K-9 officer. Kevin Tonn’s character and self-
less commitment to his fellow citizens is evi-
denced by his years of service, working in
multiple capacities and uniforms.

Anyone who encountered Officer Tonn was
impressed by his integrity, his ability to use
humor to diffuse difficult situations, and his
dedication to serving the community, espe-
cially our younger citizens. The Galt commu-
nity was fortunate to have such a dedicated
individual, and his memory will live on. It is
never easy to lose a loved one, but my
thoughts and prayers are with his family and
the community at this difficult time, as | know
the Nation has lost a true American hero.

——
INTRODUCTION OF THE NANO-
TECHNOLOGY ADVANCEMENT

AND NEW OPPORTUNITIES ACT
HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 23, 2013

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Nanotechnology Advancement
and New Opportunities (NANO) Act.

The NANO Act is a comprehensive bill to
promote the development and responsible
stewardship of nanotechnology in the United
States. The legislation draws upon the findings
of the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Nanotech-
nology, which | convened. The Task Force in-
cluded nanotechnology experts with back-
grounds in established industry, startup com-
panies, consulting groups, non-profits, aca-
demia, government, medical research, and
venture capital from around my home State of
California, which is a leader in the field of
nanotechnology.

Nanotechnology has the potential to create
entirely new industries and radically transform
the basis of competition in other fields, and |
am proud of my work with former Science
Committee Chairman Sherry Boehlert on the
Nanotechnology Research and Development
Act of 2003 to foster research in this area.

But one of the things | have heard from ex-
perts in the field is that while the United States
is a leader in nanotechnology research, our

foreign competitors are focusing more re-
sources and effort on the commercialization of
those research results than we are.

In its report Thinking Big About Thinking
Small, which can be found on my website, the
Blue Ribbon Task Force on Nanotechnology
made a series of recommendations for ways
that the nation can promote the development
and commercialization of nanotechnology. The
NANO Act includes a number of these rec-
ommendations.

In addition, the bill addresses concerns that
have been raised about whether the Federal
Government is doing enough to address po-
tential health and safety risks associated with
nanotechnology. The NANO Act requires the
development of a nanotechnology research
strategy that establishes research priorities for
the Federal Government and industry that will
ensure the development and responsible stew-
ardship of nanotechnology. This strategy will
help to resolve the uncertainty that is one of
the major obstacles to the commercialization
of nanotechnology—uncertainty about what
the risks might be and uncertainty about how
the Federal Government might regulate nano-
technology in the future.

The NANO Act also includes a number of
provisions to create partnerships, raise aware-
ness, and implement strategic policies to re-
solve obstacles and promote nanotechnology.
It will: create a public-private investment part-
nership to address the nanotechnology com-
mercialization gap; establish a tax credit for in-
vestment in nanotechnology firms; authorize a
grant program to support the establishment
and development of nanotechnology incuba-
tors; establish a Nanoscale Science and Engi-
neering Center for “nano-CAD” tools; estab-
lish grant programs for nanotechnology re-
search to address specific challenges in the
areas of energy, environment, homeland secu-
rity, and health; establish a tax credit for nano-
technology education and training program ex-
penses; establish a grant program to support
the development of curriculum materials for
interdisciplinary nanotechnology courses at
higher education institutions; direct NSF to es-
tablish a program to encourage manufacturing
companies to enter into partnerships with oc-
cupational training centers for the develop-
ment of training to support nanotechnology
manufacturing; and call for the development of
a strategy for increasing interaction on nano-
technology interests between DOE national
labs and the informal science education com-
munity.

| look forward to working with Science,
Space and Technology Committee Chairman
LAMAR SMITH and Ranking Member EDDIE
BERNICE JOHNSON on this bill and their com-
mittee’s other efforts to reauthorize the Na-
tion’s nanotechnology research and develop-
ment program.

——
IN HONOR OF LT. MIKE ‘CHIP”
CHIAPPERINI, THOMASZ

KACZOWKA AND THE WEST WEB-
STER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 23, 2013

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Lieutenant Mike “Chip” Chiapperini
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and Tomasz Kaczowka of Webster, NY.
These two heroes will be forever remembered
for their brave and selfless commitment to the
people they called neighbors, friends and fam-
ily and the place they were proud to call
home.

Chip and Tomasz devoted their lives to pub-
lic service. For 19 years, Chip worked his way
through the ranks of the Webster Police De-
partment—from Dispatcher, to Police Officer,
Investigator, Sergeant and Lieutenant. Yet
when each shift at the Police Department was
complete, Chip’s public service continued as a
volunteer firefighter with the West Webster
Fire Department. For 25 years Chip served as
a volunteer firefighter and rose to be Fire
Chief and advisor to the Fire Department’s
Fire Explorer Post.

It was in his role as a firefighter that Chip
oversaw a young volunteer firefighter and
good family friend.

Tomasz Kaczowka had the passion be-
stowed by youth, yet a dedication to service
that went far beyond his years. From serving
as an emergency dispatch operator for the
City of Rochester, to responding to calls as a
volunteer firefighter with the West Webster
Fire Department, Tomasz showed an
unrivaled commitment to helping others and a
selflessness that set the bar high for future
generations to come.

As brothers in service, Tomasz viewed Chip
as a mentor; in turn, Chip tutored and pro-
tected Tomasz as if he were a son.

It is in the line of public service that these
two friends would be taken from this Earth. On
December 24, 2012, Chip and Tomasz were
responding to a fire in the early morning dark-
ness when a gunman opened fire and took
their lives. Tomasz, as was his selfless nature,
was on duty that morning so that other fire-
fighters who are fathers could be at home with
their families on Christmas Eve.

There is little we can say to provide comfort
to the neighbors, friends and family of Chip
and Tomasz. Words, no matter their elo-
quence, fail to heal a pain which cannot be
forgotten, and a loss that cannot be undone.

Together Chip and Tomasz served along-
side the distinguished men and women of the
West Webster Fire Department—a family they
loved like their own. When Chip and Tomasz
were fallen by gun fire, their fellow firefighters
had to persevere through the fear and pain,
and bravely put out the fires that threatened to
take more lives. Now, these brave firefighters
grieve for the loss of their family members,
while honoring them the best way they know
how—through the work they do every day.

| urge my fellow Members of Congress to
follow the example of the West Webster Fire
Department and honor Chip and Tomasz with
the actions we take. Over the last two months,
more than 900 Americans, including Chip and
Tomasz, have been killed with a gun. This
endless string of tragedies must be no more.
Now is the time for Congress to enact a com-
prehensive and commonsense reform to our
nation’s gun laws, and renew our commitment
to a mental health system that has been ne-
glected for far too long.

While no legislation can bring back Chip
and Tomasz, nor fill the void left at their dinner
tables every night, putting an end to senseless
acts of gun violence can ensure that even in
death, these two brave heroes will continue to
save lives.

Chip and Tomasz were a shining example
of what we know to be true: that in America
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