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the latest firefighting equipment and tech-
nology such as thermal cameras, chemical de-
tectors, weather stations, portable radios, TSI 
Portacount Plus Respirator fit testers, Scott 
Eagle Imagers, video conference systems, 
Lifepak AEDs, and personal protective gear. 

In April 2006, the Jackson Fire Department 
sponsored an Urban Search and Rescue 
class, which enhances their ability to serve the 
City of Jackson and any other city in times of 
immediate need. In the summer of 2006, the 
Jackson Fire Department received 7 new fire 
trucks. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Jackson Fire Department 
for their dedication to serving the citizens of 
Jackson, Mississippi. 
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Monday, February 25, 2013 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the public serv-
ice of Floyd Weaver. 

Floyd Weaver’s family first moved to Stock-
ton, CA in 1938 from Phoenix, Arizona. After 
attending local schools in Stockton, he served 
in the U.S. Army during the Korean War. A 
proud veteran, he then dedicated his life to the 
social, educational, and economic advance-
ment of community members in Northern Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. Weaver retired from the Stockton Uni-
fied School District after more than three dec-
ades of service as both a teacher and an ad-
ministrator. Mr. Weaver was the first African 
American male principal in the Stockton Uni-
fied School District. 

In addition, he served on the Stockton City 
Council and was also the first African Amer-
ican to be a two-term vice mayor for the city. 
In recognition of his hard work on the city 
council, local commissions, and his political 
activism, Mr. Weaver was honored with a life-
time achievement award by the Stockton 
Branch of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People in 2006. 

One of Mr. Weaver’s proudest accomplish-
ments was overseeing construction of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. plaza in downtown 
Stockton while he was vice mayor. He was 
also instrumental in changing the name of 
Charter Way in Stockton to Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd. 

As our nation celebrates African American 
History Month, it is important that we recog-
nize local heroes who helped shape our com-
munities and states for the better. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring the public 
service contributions of Floyd Weaver. 
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Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 43-year career and service of a con-

stituent and my friend, William D. Laundry of 
the State University of New York in Platts-
burgh, New York, and to congratulate him on 
his retirement. Mr. Laundry has served count-
less numbers of New York’s college students 
in a variety of different roles at SUNY Platts-
burgh, ultimately retiring as the Vice President 
for Student Affairs and Enrollment Manage-
ment. 

For more than four decades, Mr. Laundry 
has devoted his life to ensuring students at 
SUNY Plattsburgh gain an education that pre-
pares them to lead our society. As Director of 
Residence Life, Director of Campus Life, Dean 
of Students, Associate Vice President for Stu-
dent Affairs and Vice President for Student Af-
fairs and Enrollment Management, Mr. Laun-
dry has served as a valuable counselor and 
confidant to his students, guiding them 
through the most formative parts of college 
and helping them understand the lessons life 
teaches outside the classroom. 

Mr. Laundry’s influence in the Plattsburgh 
community spills beyond the border of the 
SUNY Plattsburgh campus. Whether he was 
officiating an alumni couple’s wedding, helping 
a recent graduate land her dream job, or con-
necting an eager student to a new perspective 
in his service-learning experience, William 
Laundry has helped make our community a 
more vibrant and better place. 

I have known Mr. Laundry personally for 
more than 20 years. He deserves recognition 
for his outstanding character and warm sense 
of humor, and most of all for his consistent 
dedication to the students, alumni, and the 
university, the spirit of which is etched deeply 
in his soul. 

I wish Mr. Laundry well in what I am sure 
will be an active retirement. I ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating him and 
wishing him success in his next endeavors. 
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize my constituent, Linda Levine, on 
her more than 30 years of outstanding service 
to our nation. Ms. Levine, who is retiring on 
February 28, 2013, has served as a Specialist 
in Labor Economics for the Congressional Re-
search Service (CRS). She is the model of a 
dedicated public servant. 

Linda received a Bachelor’s of Science de-
gree in Industrial and Labor Relations from 
Cornell University and a Master’s degree in 
Labor and Industrial Relations from Michigan 
State University. 

Linda began her career in federal service in 
1976 as a labor economist at the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, followed by her service as a 
research economist at the Communications 
Workers of America. Linda joined the Con-
gressional Research Service in 1982, where 
she has worked for more than 30 years. Dur-
ing that time, Linda assisted Congress with 
dozens of reports, countless memoranda, and 
numerous consultations with Congressional 
staff and Members of Congress. Linda also 
served as Section Head of the Labor and In-
dustries Section at CRS. 

Linda’s first report at CRS, entitled ‘‘The Im-
pact of Defense Spending on Employment,’’ 

was as relevant then as it is today. Her last 
report traces changes in the real value of the 
minimum wage. In between, Linda drafted 
analyses on older workers, younger workers, 
women in the labor force, pay equity, unem-
ployment, job growth, and inequality. She also 
wrote reports on leave benefits, worker safety, 
green jobs, offshoring, the chained CPI, immi-
gration policy, and many other subjects. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Linda Levine and in ex-
tending our nation’s gratitude to her for her 
honorable and productive service. I know that 
we will all miss her significant contributions to 
the important labor economic issues of our 
country and wish her well in the years to 
come. 
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Mr. GRIMM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
discuss the important issue of school safety. 
The tragedy in Newtown, Connecticut shocked 
and saddened us all. We must learn from this 
deplorable incident so our children and edu-
cators know their school is the one place they 
should feel the safest. 

As we grapple with Newtown and other 
school tragedies, we have to discuss how 
these incidents could have been prevented 
and what steps should be taken to prevent 
something like Sandy Hook from happening 
again. As a former federal law enforcement 
agent, I recognize that our schools must be 
safe and secure, and I welcome this important 
discussion. I strongly believe that we must ex-
amine ways we can protect our schools 
through responsible security protocols, bar-
riers, and training. 

However, I must share my objection to the 
idea of allowing educators to carry weapons in 
schools. As a supporter of the Second 
Amendment, my objection has nothing to do 
with gun rights. I object to this proposal be-
cause our schools are—and must remain—a 
safe haven for teaching and learning. School 
administrators, teachers, counselors, nurses 
and the many other support professionals all 
have unique roles and responsibilities for en-
suring a productive learning environment for 
children in their schools. We should not dimin-
ish the importance of allowing teachers to 
teach, principals to lead, and counselors and 
nurses to care by also asking that they serve 
as armed security. 
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Monday, February 25, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a courageous woman 
of the community, Mrs. Annie Larry. 

Annie Larry, a lifelong resident of Rolling 
Fork, MS was born August 4, 1962. She is the 
sixth of ten children born to the late Mariah 
and Herman Larry. Annie has been married to 
Nathaniel Pinkins for twenty-six years, and 
they have four children. 
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