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More than eighteen years ago, Steven
began the American Cancer Fund for Children
to provide vital patient psychosocial services
to children undergoing cancer treatment at the
Skull Base Institute at the Cedars-Sinai Med-
ical Office Towers in Los Angeles, Mattel Chil-
dren’s Hospital at UCLA Medical Center in Los
Angeles as well as participating hospitals
throughout the country.

One of the wonderful services provided
through the American Cancer Fund for Chil-
dren is the Magical Caps for Kids program.
Hand-made caps and decorated baseball caps
are given to children who want to protect their
heads following the trauma of chemotherapy,
surgery and/or radiation. The American Can-
cer Fund for Children also sponsors the Cou-
rageous Kid award ceremonies and hospital
celebrations in recognition of a child’s bravery
and determination to fight the battle against
childhood cancer.

As we know, cancer is the leading cause of
death by disease among children in the United
States. This tragic disease is detected in near-
ly 15,000 of our nation’s children each year.
Steven Firestein and the American Cancer
Fund for Children and Kids Cancer Connec-
tion are providing critical services and comfort
to young patients battling cancer and their
families. | ask my colleagues to join me in
thanking and recognizing Steven Firestein for
his tremendous efforts.

———
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a selfless man of the
community, Mr. Robert Seaton, Sr.

Robert Seaton is a resident of Sharkey
County, Mississippi. He was born December
2, 1944 in Blanton, Mississippi to the late
Leola and Oscar Seaton. Mr. Seaton was
raised by his grandparents, Ester and Joseph
Kelly until 1954, the death of his grandmother.

Mr. Seaton graduated from Rolling Fork
School. After graduation he moved to Los An-
geles, California where he worked in a bakery
downtown. In 1972, he returned to Mississippi.
Since his return Robert worked for an auto
mechanics shop, served 14 years as a volun-
teer Firefighter in Cary, Mississippi, and
served two terms as Alderman in the Town of
Cary until he became the Mayor of Cary.

Robert is a member of New Hope M. B.
Church in Blanton, Mississippi. He also is a
member of the Deer Creek Watershed Execu-
tive Board. Mr. Seaton hosts Fire Prevention
Week each year for the children of the com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Robert Seaton, Sr. for his
dedication to serving others and giving back to
the community he grew up in.
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McILHENNY COMPANY CEO PAUL
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Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with a heavy heart to commemorate the pass-
ing of a great leader in the South Louisiana
community who built his family business into a
national brand and was known as “The Scion
of Spice.”

Paul Mcllhenny, CEO of the Mcllhenny
Company and owner of the Tabasco sauce
brand, was a true friend and advocate for the
state of Louisiana, promoting tourism and
Cajun culture abroad while fighting coastal
erosion at home. He was passionate about
food, an avid hunter, a generous philanthropist
and always quick with a joke. He will be dearly
missed by the entire community in South Lou-
isiana and remembered as a steadfast advo-
cate for our state. To commemorate Mr.
Mcllhenny’s passing, | request to include an
article from the New Orleans Times-Picayune,
written by John Pope, in its entirety into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD:

Paul Mcllhenny, an ebullient executive
who for 14 years led the family-owned com-
pany that makes Tabasco sauce and who
reigned as Rex in 2006, died Saturday at his
New Orleans home, apparently of a heart at-
tack. He was 68.

Mr. Mecllhenny, whom The New York
Times once called ‘“The Scion of Spice,” be-
came the company’s president in 1998—the
sixth family member to hold that title—and
chief executive officer two years later. At his
death, he still held the latter position and
also was chairman of the board of directors,
but a cousin, Anthony ‘“Tony’ Simmons, was
named president last year.

The company, which was founded by Ed-
mund MclIlhenny in 1868 on Avery Island,
near New Iberia, sells Tabasco sauce in about
165 countries and has 11 websites outside the
United States, in North and South America
and Europe.

During Mr. MclIlhenny’s years at the helm
of the McIlhenny Co., he worked aggressively
to expand the number of items to which the
familiar Tabasco logo could be affixed. They
include T-shirts, aprons, neckties, teddy
bears and computer screensavers, as well as
seven varieties of hot sauce.

In 2009, Queen Elizabeth II granted the
company a royal warrant, which entitles it
to advertise that it supplies the pepper sauce
to the British royal family. In honor of the
queen’s Diamond Jubilee last year, the com-
pany turned out a Tabasco-sauce box for its
British market emblazoned with drawings of
dozens of diamonds.

In the United States, the company pro-
vides hot sauce for Air Force One.

Mr. MclIlhenny entered the family business
in 1967, shortly after earning a degree in po-
litical science at the University of the South
in Tennessee.

Despite his passion for all things Lou-
isiana, Mr. McIlhenny was born in Houston
in 1944, along with a twin sister, Sara, be-
cause their mother was staying there with
her mother while the children’s father was in
the military during World War II, said his
daughter Barbara Mcllhenny Fitz-Hugh.

Mr. MclIlhenny grew up in New Orleans and
spent much of his childhood shuttling be-
tween New Orleans and the family’s com-
pound on Avery Island.

Because of his interest in the wetlands
around Avery Island, his passion for hunting
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and his mother’s membership on a com-
mittee concerned with coastal-zone manage-
ment, Mr. McIlhenny became aware years
ago of Louisiana’s increasingly fragile coast-
line. Gov. Mike Foster appointed him to the
Governor’s Advisory Commission on Coastal
Restoration, Protection and Conservation,
and he was a vice chairman and board mem-
ber of the America’s Wetland Foundation,
whose logo appears on every box of Tabasco
sauce sold in the United States.

Although Mr. Mcllhenny was serious about
coastal restoration and the preservation of
Louisiana’s wetlands, he generally was a
merry man—one friend described him as
“Falstaffian’—who strove to inject humor
wherever possible.

A few days before he reigned as Rex in 2006,
Mr. Mcllhenny quipped that if, during the
ceremonial toast to the mayor at Gallier
Hall, the subject of hot sauce came up, “I'll
say that’s one form of global warming I'm
totally in favor of. We’re defending the world
against bland food.”

He took the throne six months after Hurri-
cane Katrina roared ashore, the city’s levees
failed and 80 percent of New Orleans was
flooded. The Rex den took on about 5 feet of
water; watermarks were clearly visible on its
floats when the parade rolled.

Because of the storm’s impact, some peo-
ple, including Carnival insiders, had ques-
tioned the wisdom of having parades in 2006.
Mr. MclIlhenny said in a pre-parade interview
that the thought never crossed his mind.“If
there was any time when we needed distrac-
tion, digression, diversion from the grind,
it’s Mardi Gras,” he said, ‘“‘and if there was
any time we ever needed it, it’s here. We
need to let it all hang out and, in the sense
of pre-Lenten revelry, make sure we relax
and recreate.”

Mr. Mecllhenny was president of Bayou
Corp., his hunting club in Vermilion Parish;
a former president of the New Iberia Rotary
Club; a founder and board member of
Fuelman/Fleetman Cos. Inc.; a director of
the Friends of the National Arboretum; a
member of the Marine Military Academy
board; and a lifetime sponsor of Ducks Un-
limited. He also was a member of the Bohe-
mian Grove, the Avoca Duck Club, the Bos-
ton Club, the Louisiana Club, the Recess
Club and the Chattooga Club.

In 2010, Mr. Mcllhenny was inducted into
the James Beard Foundation’s Who’s Who of
Food and Beverage in America. He was an
author of a cookbook compiled to mark the
McIlhenny Co.’s 125th anniversary.

Survivors include his wife, Judith Goodwin
McIlhenny; two daughters, Barbara
McIlhenny Fitz-Hugh of New Orleans and
Rosemary Mcllhenny Dinkins of Nashville,
Tenn.; a brother, Gustaf McIlhenny of Maine;
a sister, Sara McIlhenny Ringle of Cov-
ington; and four grandchildren.

———

CONGRATULATING UNIVERSITY OF
NORTHERN IOWA  PRESIDENT
BEN ALLEN
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Monday, February 25, 2013

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate my friend Ben Allen on
his retirement as the President of the Univer-
sity of Northern lowa. On May 31st, President
Allen will be retiring after six and a half years
of service to the University of Northern lowa
(UNI).

Ben Allen was named the ninth President of
UNI on April 28, 2006. Prior to serving at UNI,
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