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Even now, in 2012, discrimination is still
haunting us.

It's not in the form of a poll tax, but it's in
the cost of waiting in line for 7,8, 9 hours just
to vote.

We should be making it easier for everyone
to participate in the democratic process, not
harder.

We still need the Voting Rights Act.

We still need to be vigilant about protecting
our full democratic right to vote.

That right is the heart and soul of our de-
mocracy, and we must defend it.

We will not go back.

Should the Supreme Court rule against the
Justice Department and overturn this impor-
tant legislation, minority communities will lose
these vital voting protections.

Today, | attended a rally with my colleagues
in the Congressional Black, Hispanic, and
Asian American and Pacific Islander Caucuses
outside the Supreme Court as oral arguments
are delivered.

Many of us were part of the 390-33 major-
ity—along with 98 Senators—who voted to re-
authorize the Voting Rights Act in 2006.

After an exhaustive review that lasted al-
most a year, including 21 hearings, testimony
from over 90 witnesses, and over 15,000
pages of evidence, Congress came to a nearly
unanimous decision that protections are still
needed to preserve the voting rights of ALL
Americans.

After all, it is this right that lies at the very
heart of our democracy.

The Voting Rights Act is routinely used to
protect voters against efforts to dilute or sup-
press their vote. Section five is a critical tool
to protect Americans whose voting rights con-
tinue to be threatened to this day. | am certain
that the Supreme Court will uphold the will of
Congress, and respect the overwhelming evi-
dence and comprehensive review that led to
President George W. Bush reauthorizing the
Voting Rights Act in 2006.

Voting is at the heart of our democracy and
we must constantly fight to protect it when it
is threatened.

We have come a long way because of the
work and sacrifice of millions who came be-
fore.

We encourage and support democratic
movements around the world, yet here in our
country these rights are being eroded each
and every day.

Far too many have shed their blood and
shed their tears.

So we must protect the most valuable right,
the most central right, the right that makes
America the nation that it is: the right to vote.

| call on every American to stand up and
join us in the call to protect the right of every
American to cast their vote.

As our great Drum Major for Justice, Dr.
King once said: “Voting is the foundation
stone for political action.” Truly, our votes are
the bedrock of democracy. We will not bow to
voter suppression. These are our rights. We
will not budge.

As we pursue the Founding Father’s vision
of a more perfect union, | am proud to stand
with my Congressional Black Caucus col-
leagues in defense of this critical tool for our
democratic republic.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

HONORING KARI GRACE MORK
HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2013

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today, |
honor a mother and her child.

A member of my staff recently gave birth to
her daughter, who had a fatal birth defect and
could not survive outside of the womb.

This absolutely devastating condition unfor-
tunately happens to many children each year.
We rarely hear of these cases, though, be-
cause such pregnancies are often terminated.

But there are also many mothers who
choose to carry their sons and daughters to
term—providing nourishment and the most
loving home possible here on earth.

This child had a name—Kari Grace. And
she had a mom, Kirsten, and dad, David.

That is why | am sharing this story today—
so that other women might hear it, and might
feel that they are not alone, and know that
caring for their child is an act of pure, unself-
ish love worthy of recognition.

Most of us will never meet these children.
But they exist, and we will forever be touched
by the grace of knowing that a life was cre-
ated and a mother was made.

Thank you, Kirsten, for displaying such
strength and love to a world that doesn’t al-
ways recognize it. And to Kari Grace—please
know you created a great mom, and that you
will always be loved and remembered.

————
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Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to remember the 21st Anniversary of the
Khojaly Tragedy, which occurred in this small
town in the Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azer-
baijan on February 25-26, 1992. In the early
1990s, Azerbaijan was involved in a brutal
conflict with its neighbor to the West, Armenia,
and the repercussions from atrocities com-
mitted during that time still impact diplomatic
and economic relations today. The Khojaly
Tragedy is perhaps the worst single incident
that occurred during this time, resulting in hun-
dreds of lives lost, families devastated, and
the town destroyed.

Since a cease-fire was negotiated in 1994,
these two nations have been locked in a dis-
pute over the Nagorno-Karabakh region, lo-
cated within Azerbaijan but occupied by Arme-
nian forces. The Minsk Group of the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in Europe, of
which the United States is a co-chair, was cre-
ated to encourage a peaceful, negotiated res-
olution to this conflict, yet work remains in
reaching this goal.

In December 2012, Azerbaijani Foreign Min-
ister Mammadyarov addressed this situation
as follows: “As a result, our relations with Ar-
menia are practically nonexistent. There is
also a distinct lack of economic cooperation
and trade between our two countries. Azer-
baijan wants peace so that we can continue to
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grow our economy, develop our energy re-
sources and advance our relations with Eu-
rope and our neighbors. But Armenia also has
a stake in peace with Azerbaijan. The country
is isolated in the region largely because of this
conflict. It is excluded from all regional infra-
structure and energy projects, such as the oil
and gas pipelines passing from the Caspian
Sea to Turkey and Europe via Georgia, as
well as a new railroad line between Azerbaijan
and Turkey through Georgia, to be inaugu-
rated this year. When we can agree on lasting
peace, Armenia could become a stakeholder
in these regional projects.”

A peaceful resolution of this conflict would
benefit not only Azerbaijan and Armenia, but
would ensure security and economic growth
for the South Caucasus region.

RECOGNIZING HEATHER ERICKSON
AS THE 2013 OKALOOSA COUNTY,
FLORIDA TEACHER OF THE
YEAR

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 27, 2013

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Ms. Heather Erickson as
the 2013 Okaloosa County, Florida Teacher of
the Year. For eight years, Ms. Erickson has
been an inspiration to her students, her col-
leagues, and her community, and | am hon-
ored to recognize her success and myriad of
achievements.

After receiving her bachelor's degree in
Education from William Smith College in 2005,
Ms. Erickson moved to Northwest Florida to
begin her teaching career. After teaching kin-
dergarten and second grade at Holley-Navarre
Primary School for six years, Ms. Erickson
joined Elliot Point Elementary School, where
she currently serves as a kindergarten teach-
er.

Northwest Florida has been blessed with an
abundance of exemplary educators who teach
students of all ages. As a kindergarten teach-
er, Ms. Erickson understands and values the
critical role she plays in the journey and devel-
opment of her young students. Throughout her
teaching career, Ms. Erickson has shown an
unwavering commitment to inspiring her stu-
dents and pushing them to their highest poten-
tial. Most recently, she has demonstrated her
leadership as Data Team leader, and she has
made a tremendous impact on Elliot Point Ele-
mentary.

Outside of her classroom, Ms. Erickson
dedicates her time and teaching experience to
mentor other teachers and support school ac-
tivities. In addition to her involvement at Elliot
Point Elementary, Ms. Erickson is a member
of the Okaloosa County Educations Associa-
tions, as well as, the National Educators Asso-
ciation.

Ms. Erickson has been widely recognized
and honored for her years of exemplary work,
dedication, and inspiration as an educator.
She was awarded both the Holley-Navarre Pri-
mary School Teacher of the Year, as well as,
the Elliot Point Teacher of the Year. In both
2007 and 2009, Ms. Erickson was a recipient
of the Santa Rosa Education Foundation
Grant, which she utilized to improve the read-
ing and math curricula in the community.
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