
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE230 February 28, 2013 
Jesse was born in Coahoma County on 

September 5, 1935 to the late Jesse J. and 
Cordelia B. Jossell, Sr. His family later moved 
to Quitman County, Mississippi where he at-
tended school and in May 1954 he graduated 
from Marks Industrial High School. He re-
ceived his Associate of Arts Degree from 
Coahoma Junior College in May 1959. In 
1961, he received his Bachelor of Science De-
gree from Jackson State College, now Jack-
son State University. He also attended How-
ard University in 1965. In 1969, he earned a 
Master of Science Degree in Natural Science 
from Oklahoma State University and later a 
Master of Education Degree in Educational 
Administration and Supervision in 1973. 

From 1960 until 1973, Jesse Jossell worked 
for the Quitman County School District in 
Marks, Mississippi as a classroom science 
teacher and science supervisor before accept-
ing a principal position at the Falcon Junior 
High School in 1973. 

In 1973, Jesse Jossell was asked to seek 
the office of Superintendent of Schools in the 
upcoming State and County Elections in 1975. 
Just four years earlier, the leadership in the 
black community under the new voting rights 
law sought to test this new tool. Jesse by far 
was the most attractive candidate and offered 
the best opportunity to elect an African-Amer-
ican to a countywide position. For two years, 
voter registration was the order of the day. 
More than 1,500 African-Americans were 
added to the voter rolls by qualifying deadline. 
Although Jesse and the other black can-
didates were not elected, three years later he 
was elected the first African-American to the 
Quitman County Board of Supervisors. 

Jesse Jossell was later called into the min-
istry, where he has served as Pastor of Holly 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church since 1984. 
Through his work as pastor, he has provided 
child care to working mothers, especially sin-
gle low-income and those trying to better 
themselves by going to school. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Pastor Jesse Jossell, Jr. for a 
life of dedication to bettering the lives of the 
least among us. 
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Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the contributions of the 26 Peace 
Corps members from eastern Connecticut who 
are currently serving in the Peace Corps 
around the world. For five decades, the Peace 
Corps has supported international diplomacy 
through the promotion of peace, goodwill, and 
social and economic equality. I am proud that 
these young Connecticut residents have de-
voted part of their lives to help improve the 
lives of others. 

Among these eastern Connecticut volun-
teers is Keith Esposito, a resident of Gales 
Ferry and a Boston University graduate who is 
teaching English in Ukraine. Emily Howell 
Heller, a Niantic resident and Connecticut Col-
lege graduate, is serving in Panama as an En-
vironmental Education volunteer. Justin 
Lamountain, who is serving in the Philippines, 

is a forest and land management consultant 
as part of the Peace Corps Response pro-
gram. 

Another volunteer, Chelsea Krieger, is serv-
ing as a HIV/AIDS technical health advisor in 
Malawi. Chelsea previously spent a year in 
Honduras through the Peace Corps; however, 
the Honduras program was suspended only a 
year into her service. Chelsea completed a 
Master’s in Public Health and was motivated 
to apply for a Peace Corps response position 
to use her knowledge to assist those in need. 
Lantham Avery Jr. is currently serving in 
Kenya, a country currently experiencing unrest 
in the wake of the upcoming national elec-
tions. Additionally, one of my former interns, 
Gabrielle Tassone from Montville, is serving in 
Madagascar as an education volunteer. Other 
eastern Connecticut residents are serving in 
countries from Armenia to Tanzania to Gam-
bia, and Kenya. 

As we recognize the 52nd Anniversary of 
the founding of the Peace Corps program, it is 
important to recognize the over 210,000 Amer-
ican volunteers that have participated in this 
important service program. Volunteers have 
shown the international community the Amer-
ican value of service in over 139 countries. 
This program provides the best and brightest 
of our young people the opportunity to rep-
resent their country abroad, by teaching 
English, by assisting with economic develop-
ment programs, and by providing necessary 
support to small communities throughout the 
world. As we begin Peace Corps month, I am 
hopeful that we can all recognize all of these 
invaluable contributions to American values 
and global understanding. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to join 
me in honoring these distinguished volunteers 
from Connecticut and across the country, for 
their contributions to the developing world and 
for embodying the core value of service we all 
share. 
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Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Alliance for Lupus Research’s 
tenth annual Walk With Us To Cure Lupus. 
Since its creation, Walk with Us To Cure 
Lupus has promoted awareness in our com-
munity and raised over one million dollars in 
support of medical research aimed at curing 
this disease. 

Lupus is a chronic autoimmune disease in 
which a person’s immune system attacks nor-
mal, healthy tissues. The underlying causes 
are unknown, and there is no cure. This dis-
ease may cause damage to various parts of 
the body including skin, joints, and internal or-
gans. As a chronic disease, those who suffer 
from lupus can endure months of symptoms 
that may reemerge as flares throughout their 
lives. 

It is estimated that over 1.5 million Ameri-
cans have lupus, including 100,000 people in 
my home state of Florida. The worldwide total 
is now over 5 million. It is important that we 

continue to support research to develop better 
treatments and find a cure, educate our 
friends, families, and health care professionals 
to improve diagnosis and treatment, and pro-
mote awareness of this disease and advocate 
on the behalf of those who are affected by it. 

I am especially proud of the many Floridians 
who have contributed to these efforts. In par-
ticular, I would like to recognize my good 
friend and the district director for Florida’s 21st 
Congressional District, Wendi Lipsich. Wendi 
was diagnosed with lupus 25 years ago. While 
she is well-known for her energetic advocacy 
on behalf of seniors, children, and families 
throughout our community, she deserves spe-
cial recognition today for her contribution to 
the Alliance for Lupus Research. Ten years 
ago, with the help of her friends Allison Rubin 
and Randy Netko, Wendi launched the first 
annual Walk With Us To Cure Lupus event in 
South Florida. Eight hundred people attended 
the first walk in 2004 and raised $200,000. 
Each year since, hundreds of thousands of 
dollars have been raised exclusively for the 
purpose of research into curing lupus. In total, 
the Alliance for Lupus Research has com-
mitted $81 million to develop a greater under-
standing of this disease and find a cure. 

This weekend on March 3, 2013, hundreds 
of participants will join together at Florida At-
lantic University in Boca Raton, Florida to walk 
together in support of lupus research. I com-
mend all of the participants and donors that 
will make the tenth annual Walk With Us To 
Cure Lupus a success. Congratulations to 
Wendi, Allison, and the other organizers of 
this year’s walk. Together, you are providing 
hope to the millions of families touched by 
lupus and bringing our nation closer to finally 
discovering a cure. 
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to introduce the Everglades for the 
Next Generation Act. 

Everglades restoration is unfortunately at a 
standstill. All of the projects that can be start-
ed are already underway and nearing comple-
tion. It has been six years since the last Com-
prehensive Everglades Restoration Projects 
(CERP) were authorized. The Water Re-
sources Development Act (WRDA) is sup-
posed to be the vehicle for these authoriza-
tions, but clearly is not sufficient. In the 12 
years since CERP was signed into law, Con-
gress has passed only one WRDA bill. An 
awkward state of limbo is not the future Con-
gress had in mind for the Everglades when it 
passed CERP, and it is not the future that the 
American people deserve. Congressional inac-
tion has persevered for far too long despite bi- 
partisan support for restoration. 

Regardless of the real progress, restoration 
efforts will not succeed without the next gen-
eration of projects, which cannot begin without 
further Congressional authorizations. That is 
exactly what this bill does: authorizes the 
shovel-ready projects which have been await-
ing another WRDA. Additionally, this legisla-
tion will make it easier for the Army Corps of 
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