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of the Republican cut, cap and balance
bill. There’s still time to prevent these
harmful, across-the-board spending
cuts.

I ask unanimous consent to bring up
H.R. 699, a balanced bill to replace the
sequester that includes both spending
cuts and revenues.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained without appro-
priate clearance.

———
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I rise to really ap-
plaud the House for renewing today the
Violence Against Women Act. This will
protect our citizens. It’s important leg-
islation. I had the privilege of helping
to author the original one in 1994 with
Patricia Schroeder, LOUISE SLAUGHTER,
and JOE BIDEN; and we reauthorized it
twice. I’'m pleased that it passed today.

I was very pleased that the bill in-
cluded two bills that I had authored,
one the SAFER Act with Congressman
PoE, in a bipartisan way, that would
process the DNA rape Kits that are sit-
ting on shelves across this country
gathering dust and hopefully put rap-
ists behind bars and protect women
from future assaults from these par-
ticular rapists; and also the Campus
Security Act, which would require
campuses to keep statistics on violence
on the campus and steps that they’re
taking to protect their citizens; also
the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act to
crack down on sex trafficking.

It’s an important bill. I applaud my
colleagues for passing it.

———
SEQUESTRATION

(Mr. GARCIA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
share my deep concern with my col-
leagues of what these dangerous se-
questration cuts mean to my commu-
nity.

I have the honor to represent the
suburbs of Miami-Dade County and the
Florida Keys. We are a community of
middle class families, and my constitu-
ents will be hurt if the leadership of
this Congress fails to act.

Here are a few examples: south Flor-
ida’s economy depends on the flow of
tourists. It is an engine which fuels us.
If sequestration goes into effect, TSA
and customs agents will be furloughed,
passengers throughout the country will
miss their connecting flights, and we
will have fewer tourists and hurt busi-
ness.

Up to 600 civilians who work in the
Florida Keys Naval Base will be fur-
loughed. This means less money for ev-
eryday needs in the economy of the
Keys. Students on work-study pro-
grams at schools like Miami-Dade Col-
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lege and FIU will see their funding cut.
The leadership of this Congress owes
the American people an explanation of
why we have gotten to this point.

There is a better alternative that
will create jobs, and that is H.R. 699. I
respectfully ask unanimous consent to
bring up this balanced budget bill that
replaces the sequester with balanced
cuts.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair has previously advised, that re-
quest cannot be entertained absent ap-
propriate clearance.

——
APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER OF
CONGRESSIONAL ADVISORY

PANEL ON THE GOVERNANCE OF
THE NUCLEAR SECURITY ENTER-
PRISE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 3166(b)
of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2013 (Pub. L. 112-
239), and the order of the House of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, of the following individual
on the part of the House to the Con-
gressional Advisory Panel on the Gov-
ernance of the Nuclear Security Enter-
prise:

Ms. Heather Wilson, Albuquerque,
New Mexico

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
BRITISH-AMERICAN INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2761,
and the order of the House of January
3, 2013, of the following Members on the
part of the House to the British-Amer-
ican Interparliamentary Group:

Mr. PETRI, Wisconsin

Mr. CRENSHAW, Florida

Mr. LATTA, Ohio

Mr. ADERHOLT, Alabama

Mr. WHITFIELD, Kentucky

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
CONGRESSIONAL-EXECUTIVE
COMMISSION ON PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 6913
and the order of the House of January
3, 2013, of the following Member on the
part of the House to the Congressional-
Executive Commission on the People’s
Republic of China:

Mr. SMITH, New Jersey, Co-Chairman

———

SEQUESTRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentlewoman from
Maryland (Ms. EDWARDS) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, in this
Chamber, we’ve heard over the last sev-
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eral days numerous speakers who have
spoken quite eloquently about the im-
pact of sequestration on their commu-
nities and their constituents across
this country; and I daresay there are
many Americans who have no idea
what sequestration is. But they will
come to know, Mr. Speaker, exactly
what sequestration is when they figure
out that of the range of programs and
services that impact them and their
communities, the Federal Government
is taking a step backwards because of
Republicans’ failure to bring forward a
balanced approach to dealing with our
budget. In fact, we’ve just been moving
from one crisis to the next crisis.

Today, in this House Chamber, we did
something very special. We passed the
reauthorization of the Violence
Against Women Act, which was first
passed in 1994 and had enjoyed bipar-
tisan support up until recently. We
ended up passing the Senate version of
the Violence Against Women Act
which, frankly, we could have done
about a year and a half ago but for fail-
ure in this House Chamber.

In passing the Violence Against
Women Act, we, on the one hand, pro-
vided for authorizing funds to support
shelters, services, and programs for
victims of domestic violence, many of
them women, all across this country.
And on the other hand, March 1 seques-
tration looms and, in fact, is hap-
pening, and we take away with one
hand what we’ve provided with the
other under the Violence Against
Women Act that was just reauthorized
today by a bipartisan vote with over-
whelming support from Democrats. But
tomorrow, $29 million will be cut from
the very shelters and programs that we
authorized today.

Six million women all across this
country face domestic violence, and
yet the programs and services that
they depend on from the Federal Gov-
ernment will be ripped away in a
sledgehammer approach—across-the-
board cuts, arbitrary cuts to the budg-
et beginning on March 1.

Workers and families all across this
country have truly grown weary of
watching this and past Congresses cre-
ate and kick down the road fiscal dis-
aster after fiscal disaster. Sequestra-
tion is going to rattle our very still-re-
covering economy and take an axe
hammer to so many agencies and pro-
grams that are struggling to meet
their work loads to deliver services for
the American people.
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Sequestration is estimated to lower
the U.S. economic output by $287 bil-
lion.

In the Fourth Congressional District
of Maryland that I have the privilege of
representing in this Chamber, people
are truly preparing for the drastic im-
pact sequestration will have on them,
their capacity to pay their bills and to
meet their obligations.

These cuts are devastating, and
today we’re here to talk very specifi-
cally about the devastation to women
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