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retirement, Al continued his active involvement
with the debate community, urging the national
associations to keep the activity relevant to
the training of future generations of leaders.

Throughout his life, Al loved to travel, and in
fact, he and his brother Bill visited all 50
states, six continents and 50 different coun-
tries. In recent years, Al and Bill made regular
trips to Washington, DC to visit their late sis-
ter, Shirley, and he always called me when he
was in town. A lifelong Coloradan, Al was a
scholar of Colorado state history, as well as
American and world history, and frequently
gave speeches on history in El Paso County
and in Denver.

Al was beloved by his many former students
and colleagues. During his final illness, the
outpouring of love and support from his friends
helped ease his days. Al received Vvisits,
phone calls, cards, and emails from around
the world. A true mark of his influence was
how the community rallied around him. | had
the honor of seeing Al just a few weeks before
his death, and will forever be glad that | had
one more opportunity to hear his wisdom.

Al Johnson was a scholar, a teacher, a
mentor and a friend to countless students and
colleagues throughout his life. His passing is a
great loss for Colorado College, for the state
of Colorado, and a personal loss for me and
all who loved him. He will be sorely missed,
but | know his legacy of excellence will en-
dure.

SAINT THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC

HIGH SCHOOL COUGARS BOYS
BASKETBALL TEAM WINS THE
LOUISIANA CLASS 4A STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 21, 2013

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the Saint Thomas More Catho-
lic High School Boys basketball team for their
recent achievement of winning Louisiana’s
Class 4A State Championship. This team had
a tough season, but it finished strong in the
end. This game accounted for the Cougars’
third triumph against the Northside High
School Vikings this year. The Cougars are
proud to claim the state title and bring it home
to Lafayette.

With five seniors on the team providing
steady leadership, Coach Danny Broussard
knew the Vikings would shine during the state
playoffs. In a season full of commitment and
many practices, the Cougars’ efforts proved
worthwhile and successful. Because of the
team’s hard work, the community was blessed
to witness those five seniors finish their final
game with the reward of a state champion-
ship.

A?Iso, | want to commend the team’s entire
coaching staff on their hard work and dedica-
tion. Coach Danny Broussard has led the
team for many years with a bench full of capa-
ble assistant coaches that are vital to the
team. Wesley Cortese and Brad Geoffroy allo-
cate a tremendous amount of time to this
team, and that sacrifice does not go unrecog-
nized. | am excited to see the team defend its
title next year in its quest for a repeat perform-
ance, and | wish the Cougars basketball team
much luck and success in the future.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 21, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $16,739,939,855,865.39. We've
added $6,113,062,806,952.31 to our debt in 4
years. This is $6 trillion in debt our nation, our
economy, and our children could have avoided
with a balanced budget amendment.

TRIBUTE TO SALLY JOHNSTON
HON. WILLIAM L. OWENS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 21, 2013

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize one of my constituents, Mrs. Sally
Johnston. Sally is currently the New York De-
partment President of the American Legion
Auxiliary and will be finishing her one-year
term this upcoming July.

Sally has been a member of the American
Legion Auxiliary for over 25 years. During this
period she has worked tirelessly on behalf of
veterans and their families throughout New
York State, serving as President of the Third
District (2000-01) and Fourth District (2006—
07), as well as Department Second and Third
Vice President (2009-11) before becoming
Department President. Sally has received nu-
merous awards including national recognition
when she was awarded the Department Na-
tional Historian award for the best overall entry
in the Eastern Division.

Recently, Sally has focused her energy on
the Warriors Assistance Program. Under her
guidance, the Warriors Assistance Program
has steadily grown, raising $39,000 so far, an
amount that is expected to increase overtime.

Sally truly exemplifies the American Legion
Auxiliary’s motto of “service not self.” In addi-
tion to her work with the American Legion
Auxiliary, Sally is an active member in her
community, serving on various educational,
church and cultural boards. Her lifelong com-
mitment to improve and support the lives of
others, particularly those who have served our
great country, reflects the best in our citizenry.

| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
Mrs. Sally Johnston for her many years of
service to the veterans and their families of
New York State. | wish Sally all the best in the
many years ahead.

———

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEE OF
THE OFFICERS AND THE INSPEC-
TOR GENERAL OF THE U.S.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WITH 25 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
THE HOUSE

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 21, 2013

Mrs. Miller of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Margaret

E369

Mitchell of the Office of the Chief Administra-
tive Officer who has reached the milestone of
25 years of service to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. Margaret began her career in
1987 as a receptionist in the computer center,
and she has continued to be an exemplary
employee as she has gone on to assume
many roles within HIR.

Ms. Mitchell is acknowledged and com-
mended for her hard work, dedication, profes-
sionalism, support of House Members, their
staffs and constituents, and for her contribu-
tions, day-in and day-out, to the overall oper-
ations of the House. | am proud to stand be-
fore you and the Nation on Ms. Mitchell’s be-
half to recognize the importance of her public
service.

————

HONORING HUNTER SAMUEL
BENTCH

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 21, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Hunter Samuel
Bentch. Hunter is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 376,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Hunter has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Hunter has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Hun-
ter led his troop as Assistant Senior Patrol
Leader, and attended the Colorado and
Philmont High Adventure Camps. Hunter has
also contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Hunter designed and
constructed a five—foot high, 46—foot long,
fence along a section of the Trail of Heroes at
the Kansas City Missouri Police Academy
where the trail had a sharp drop—off.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Hunter Samuel Bentch for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 21, 2013

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained and so | missed rollcall vote No.
83 regarding the “Mulvaney of South Carolina
Substitute Amendment No. 1” (H. Con. Res.
25). Had | been present, | would have voted
“yes”.

| missed rollcall vote No. 84 regarding the
“Scott of Virginia Substitute Amendment No.
2” (H. Con. Res. 25). Had | been present, |
would have voted “yes”.

| missed rollcall vote No. 85 regarding the
“Grijalva of Arizona Substitute Amendment
No. 3” (H. Con. Res. 25). Had | been present,
| would have voted “no”.
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