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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Lord of all, thank You for being
America’s strong defense across the
seasons of its existence. Thank You
also for Your forgiving grace that re-
stores us in spite of our mistakes and
failures.

Today, give our Senators a renewed
sense of Your purpose so that they will
stay within the circle of Your will.
May they discharge their duties with
the joyful focus of living worthy of
Your great Name. Lord, help them to
trust You to care for our Nation, to
look to You for guidance, and to re-
member that nothing can separate us
from Your love.

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader is recognized.

——————

SAFE COMMUNITIES, SAFE
SCHOOLS ACT OF 2013—MOTION
TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. I move to proceed to Cal-
endar No. 32, S. 649.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 32, S.
649, a bill to ensure that all individuals who

Senate

should be prohibited from buying a firearm
are listed in the national instant criminal
background check system and require a
background check for every firearm sale, and
for other purposes.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the time
until 11:30 today will be equally divided
between the majority and the minor-
ity. The Democrats will control the
first 30 minutes and the Republicans
the final 30 minutes. At 11:30 the Sen-
ate will proceed to executive session to
consider the nomination of Patty
Shwartz to be a circuit judge for the
Third Circuit. At noon there will be a
rollcall vote on her nomination. The
Senate will then recess from 12:30 until
2:15 to allow for our weekly caucus
meetings.

CONGRATULATING THE LOUISVILLE CARDINALS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I first wish
to extend my congratulations to Sen-
ator MCCONNELL and the Louisville
Cardinals for their successful NCAA
championship. It was remarkable how
they were always coming from behind
to wind up winning. They did it not
with offense but with defense. I was
very impressed with the team but most
of all impressed with their coach Rick
Pitino. Rick Pitino on yesterday was
also selected, with Jerry Tarkanian, to
be a member of the Basketball Hall of
Fame, and certainly they deserve
that—both of them.

In addition to congratulating my
friend Senator MCCONNELL, it is also
important to recognize my deputy
chief of staff Dave McCallum, who is a
rabid Louisville fan. When I went down
to participate in a program Senator
McCoONNELL set up, I took David
McCallum with me. He loves those
Louisville Cardinals, and today he has
more reason to like them and tonight
even more reason because in the cham-
pionship game tonight we have the
University of Connecticut playing the
Louisville Cardinals for the women’s
championship. So I am very mindful of
how strongly Senator MCCONNELL feels
about his Louisville Cardinals.

Mr. McCONNELL. Would my friend
yield for an observation?

Mr. REID. Yes. I just wanted to say I
won’t get into the politics of sports in
Kentucky because I don’t understand
them, but I know how much Senator
MCCONNELL cares about the Louisville
Cardinals.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
would say to my good friend from Ne-
vada that one of the things we enjoy
talking about is sports, and he is a big
UNLV fan as well. I would like to re-
port to my friend through the Chair
that it was a fun evening. It was abso-
lutely exciting to be there. I was also
grateful to the majority leader for
coming down to the University of Lou-
isville a few years ago. I was glad I had
a chance to be there and to see it in
person.

Basketball in a football facility is a
little odd. There were 75,000 people
there. I am not sure many people up at
the top even saw the players. But we
were a little closer to the floor, and it
was a wonderful experience.

I thank the majority leader for his
comments.

JERRY TARKANIAN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I men-
tioned the Basketball Hall of Fame.
Jerry Tarkanian made it into the hall
of fame—20 years too late, but he made
it. Why didn’t he get in earlier? Be-
cause this courageous man took on the
NCAA, which has absolute control over
college athletes. I hope that as the
years go by, we as a Congress will take
a look at that more closely.

But I don’t want to move away from
the important day it is in Jerry
Tarkanian’s life. Jerry is now over 80.
He doesn’t get around like he used to,
and he doesn’t chew on the towels like
he is famous for. Here is a man who
was held out of the hall of fame for far
too long. This man won 990 games as a
coach. He had more than an 80-percent
winning record. He is a very fine man
with a good family. His wife is a mem-
ber of the Las Vegas City Council. He
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