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This is a strong first step towards a 

meaningful solution to end gun vio-
lence in this country. And I hope the 
House, I hope we take this up soon, and 
pass this legislation. 

But I think we need to do more. And 
if losing 20 young innocent lives 
doesn’t shake us up to end this epi-
demic of gun violence that has plagued 
our Nation’s neighborhoods, schools, 
and churches, then nothing will. 

If we harden our hearts to the tears 
and the testimonies of the parents of 
Newtown here with us this week, then 
we’re telling every family that has 
been shattered by a gun and every fam-
ily that has been shattered by this 
kind of violence that, if we don’t act, 
we’re washing our hands of their 
agony. 

You know, I hope that we still have a 
ban on military-style assault weapons 
and high-capacity magazines, but this 
is a good first start. 

f 

THE HOUSE REPUBLICAN BUDGET 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, saving Medi-
care and Social Security for future 
generations is something Republicans 
and Democrats can and should agree 
on. The House Republican budget pre-
serves Social Security and Medicare 
for current seniors and future genera-
tions by beginning the work of making 
incremental cost-saving reforms. 

President Obama, however, sees the 
threat to Medicare and Social Security 
solvency as a chance to get more of 
what he wants. While Medicare and So-
cial Security are going bankrupt, the 
President is refusing to consider re-
forms to save our senior safety nets un-
less he’s allowed to raise taxes in ex-
change. 

When it comes to tax increases, how 
quickly the President forgets. The 
President just got done raising taxes 
on the American people on January 1. 

The American people send enough of 
their hard-earned money to Wash-
ington each year, and more should not 
be taken from them to enable further 
travails in misguided ‘‘stimulus.’’ 

Reforms to save Medicare and Social 
Security are critically important to fu-
ture generations of Americans. They 
should be treated as more than bar-
gaining chips by the President. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF GENE 
SEGERBLOOM 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the life of Gene 
Segerbloom, who recently passed away 
at the age of 94. A true public servant 
to the end, Gene served Nevada 
throughout her life, first as a high 
school teacher, then a Boulder City 
Councilman and, finally, as a four-term 
assemblywoman in the Nevada State 

Legislature, beginning at the young 
age of 74. 

While in the legislature, she worked 
hard to defend the rights of women and 
children, as well as to protect the envi-
ronment and Nevada’s beauty, which 
was painted by her husband, Cliff, in 
many beautiful watercolors. 

The Segerbloom family has been a 
fixture in Nevada politics for four gen-
erations. Gene’s legacy continues 
through her son, Tick, who is a State 
senator today. Tick put it perfectly 
when he said simply, ‘‘She loved Ne-
vada. My mother always had a smile on 
her face, and she never had a bad day.’’ 

I miss her personally, and Nevada 
mourns her loss. 

f 

LET’S PUT OUR FISCAL HOUSE IN 
ORDER 

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, over the past break, I had the 
chance to go home to the beautiful 
Georgia Ninth, where I’m born and 
raised. And one of the things that I 
find when I go back that is always re-
freshing is people seem to want to find 
answers. They find answers to the 
problems of their life. They want to 
know what is happening, and they do 
not understand inside-the-Beltway- 
thinking that simply adds more and 
more talk and more and more rhetoric. 

Over the past week I have sat in two 
committees in which the government’s 
own inspectors have found waste, have 
found duplication, have found frag-
mentation, in which everything is 
going in a way in which people back 
home don’t understand. 

Sometimes we come to this well and 
we say, People, we need to come to-
gether. Well, what we’ve got to under-
stand is what we have just heard the 
last 2 weeks from people in our district 
is that they want to see action. They 
don’t understand sequester when 
you’ve got all this money sitting out 
there that is being wasted and duplica-
tion in programs such as three pro-
grams to study catfish. 

As I said in the committee the other 
day, I’ve fished for catfish all my life. 
I don’t understand why we need that 
much inspection. 

What we need now is action to cut 
the waste. We’ve proposed a balanced 
budget from the Republican perspec-
tive. We’re going to continue to fight 
to put our fiscal house in order. 

f 

REDUCING GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, the 
gun safety debate that we are having is 
not about politics or political means. It 
is about doing what’s right by our fam-
ilies, protecting our children, and re-
ducing the gun violence that persists in 

the streets of my district every single 
day. If Congress has the power to pre-
vent some of this senseless violence, 
then we have a moral obligation to do 
so. 

Background checks are an absolute 
must. Criminals and the mentally ill 
should not be able to go online or walk 
into a gun show and walk away with a 
gun. 

My bill, the Safer Neighborhoods Gun 
Buyback Act, provides a 25 percent 
markup on guns traded in, creating an 
incentive to get the most widely used 
guns in crimes off of our streets. 

It’s not complicated. These are com-
monsense reforms, and the victims of 
gun violence and their families deserve 
a vote. 

So I urge my Republican colleagues 
to bring this legislation to the floor. 
We owe it to the American people, and 
New Jersey families should not have to 
wait any longer for commonsense re-
form. 

f 

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
USS ‘‘THRESHER’’ DISASTER 

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. This week 
marks the 50th anniversary of a ter-
rible submarine disaster. The USS 
Thresher, the first in a new class of 
subs designed to answer the Soviet 
threat in the Cold War, left the world’s 
greatest shipyard, the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, to conduct sea trials 
on April 10, 1963. Disaster struck, and 
America lost 129 of its finest men that 
day. 

I honor these men who are on eternal 
patrol, and I honor their families, their 
wives and their children, some of whom 
never met their dads. Their sacrifices 
did lead to a sub safety program. 

One of the surviving children wrote a 
song about his dad, and he said, ‘‘A 
man whose love is stronger than the 
tide that’s taken you away.’’ 

Let’s pause and remember these 
great men and their families. 

f 

STOP THE SENSELESS GUN 
VIOLENCE 

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I’m here because of Angel. Angel 
was just an ordinary teenager. She 
loved basketball. She liked to hang 
out. In fact, that’s all she was doing on 
a balmy night in West Palm Beach, 
just hanging out, when she was vio-
lently killed by a man, devoid of hu-
manity, armed with a gun. 

And so, instead of dressing Angel for 
her prom, her mother dressed her for 
her funeral. Instead of attending An-
gel’s graduation, her family visited her 
gravesite. 

Isn’t it time to take the guns out of 
the hands of criminals and madmen? 
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