
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 113th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

.

S2697 

Vol. 159 WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2013 No. 52 

Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable BRIAN 
SCHATZ, a Senator from the State of 
Hawaii. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O Lord God of Hosts, we found Your 

words, and they caused our hearts to 
rejoice. Thank You for Your abiding 
presence and for the illumination of 
Your wisdom. Inspire our lawmakers. 
Make their spirits great enough for 
these challenging days. Upon the fre-
netic pace of their day, drop the dew of 
Your kindness. Bless the members of 
the legislative staff who labor with 
diligence into the night. 

Again, Lord, we ask You to sustain 
the victims of the Boston bombings. 
Bring healing to those who were in-
jured and solace to those who mourn. 

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable BRIAN SCHATZ led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, April 17, 2013. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BRIAN SCHATZ, a Sen-

ator from the State of Hawaii, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. SCHATZ thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks this morning the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of the 
gun safety legislation. Under an agree-
ment reached yesterday, the debate 
time until 4 p.m. will be equally di-
vided between the two leaders or their 
designees. At 4 p.m. there will be a se-
ries of up to nine votes in relation to 
amendments to the bill. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 743 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am told 
that S. 743 is due for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the title of 
the bill for the second time. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 743) to restore States’ sovereign 
rights to enforce State and local sales and 
use tax laws, and for other purposes. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would ob-
ject to any further proceedings in re-
gard to this bill. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the 
bill will be placed on the calendar. 

f 

PREVENTING GUN VIOLENCE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today this 
august body will honor the memory of 
20 first grade children. Little babies 

were gunned down, most of them shot 
multiple times. But we will also honor 
the teachers and administrators who 
were killed that day in Newtown, CT. 
We are also going to honor with this 
legislation tens of thousands of others 
who are killed by guns each year in 
America. We are going to do that by 
voting on a number of measures to 
strengthen the laws to prevent gun vio-
lence in this Nation. 

The families of the innocents killed 
in Newtown and Aurora, in Carson City 
and Blacksburg, in Oak Creek and Col-
umbine, deserve these votes. 

Where do I stand on these Demo-
cratic proposals? 

This afternoon the Senate will vote 
on a compromise background check 
proposal crafted by Senators MANCHIN, 
TOOMEY, KIRK, and SCHUMER—all expe-
rienced legislators. I very much appre-
ciate their principled stands on legisla-
tion supported by 90 percent of the 
American people. 

The American people overwhelm-
ingly support this commonsense pro-
posal which would close gaping loop-
holes in the law and keep guns out of 
the hands of bad people—criminals— 
and people with severe mental illness. 

What it would not do—what it would 
not do is create a national registry of 
guns or gun owners. In fact, that is spe-
cifically outlawed in the legislation. I 
refer everyone to page 27 of the 
Manchin-Toomey compromise legisla-
tion. It not only bans a registry, but it 
creates a 15-year felony sentence for 
any government official found storing 
these gun records. So please start talk-
ing about that, all the opponents of 
this bill. Because it is absolutely false, 
it is untrue, and it is unfair. Claims 
that this legislation would create a gun 
registry are nothing more than shame-
ful scare tactics. 

If any of my colleagues wish to vote 
against stronger background checks, 
go ahead and do it and oppose the will 
of the American people. 

That is their right. But the American 
people have a very long memory. To 
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