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can change the rules of the Senate.
They can do that. And I must say that
although I would strenuously object to
a change in the rules, I can understand
the frustration many of my friends on
the other side of the aisle feel at a fail-
ure of a simple process of going to con-
ference when the majority on the other
side of the Capitol is of our party. That
is really very difficult to understand,
unless you take the word of one of my
colleagues who came to the floor and
said: I do not trust Democrats, and I do
not trust Republicans. Let me repeat
what he said: I do not trust Democrats,
and I do not trust Republicans. It is
not a matter of trusting Democrats or
Republicans. What this is a matter of
is whether we will go through the legis-
lative process that people sent us here
to do. And I have probably lost many
more times than I have won, but I have
been satisfied in the times that I have
lost that I was able to make my argu-
ment, put it to the will of the body,
and it was either accepted or rejected.
That is how people, schoolchildren all
over America, expect us to behave.
That is the way our Constitution is
written. That is what this body is sup-
posed to be about.

So when we have a—by the way,
Madam President, this is the last time
I am going to come to the floor on this
exercise because it is obviously a fruit-
less Kkind of effort until something
changes, and obviously that is not
going to happen in the short term.

My friends will be saying they are
Reagan Republicans, they are Reagan
Republicans. Well, I was here when
Ronald Reagan was President of the
United States. President Reagan,
rightly or wrongly, passed amnesty for
3 million people who were in this coun-
try illegally. Ronald Reagan sat down
with Tip O’Neill, and they saved Social
Security from bankruptcy. Ronald
Reagan sat down with the Democrats,
and they agreed on ways of increasing
revenues and cutting spending. Ronald
Reagan’s record is very clear, and by
the way, it was one of an assertive role
of the United States of America and
leadership in the world and not come
home to ‘‘fortress America.”” So some-
times when I hear my colleagues here
talk about how they are Ronald
Reagan Republicans, I do not think
Ronald Reagan would have disagreed
that we should have a budget, we
should have a budget to guide the legis-
lative agenda of the Congress of the
United States.

So, as I said, I will not be coming
back to the floor again while my col-
leagues object. And I see my colleague
from Utah who was so unfamiliar with
what we do here that he claimed it was
behind closed doors in back rooms. The
fact is that the budget conference is on
C-SPAN and open to all.

So I can just say to my colleagues
that this is not a proud moment for
me, as we block a process that was
agreed to and enacted for many, many
years; was not enacted for 4 years over
the strenuous objections of myself and
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my colleagues that we did not enact a
budget. We enacted a budget after an
all-night marathon of vote after vote
after vote on literally any issue, and
there was not a single vote proposed by
my colleagues here that said that we
cannot agree to a lifting of the debt
limit. Now, the floor was open for that
amendment, and I do not know why my
colleagues now view this as the criteria
for us moving forward on the bill. So I
wish them luck, and I will not be com-
ing to the floor again to object to their
objection, and we will let the American
people make a judgment.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I
thank the Senator from Arizona for his
very heartfelt remarks. I know he and
I do not agree on a lot, but we do agree
that we want this country to work be-
cause the alternative is not great. The
way for this country to work is for us
to come together with our differences
of opinion and move forward, and that
is what the conference committee is all
about.

So, Madam President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of Calendar No. 33,
H. Con. Res. 25; that the amendment
which is at the desk, the text of S. Con.
Res. 8, the budget resolution passed by
the Senate, be inserted in lieu thereof;
that H. Con. Res. 25, as amended, be
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table; that the Senate insist on its
amendment, request a conference with
the House on the disagreeing votes of
the two Houses, and the Chair be au-
thorized to appoint conferees on the
part of the Senate; that following the
authorization, two motions to instruct
conferees be in order from each side:
motion to instruct relative to the debt
limit and motion to instruct relative
to taxes and revenue; that there be 2
hours of debate equally divided be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees prior to votes in relation to the
motions; further, that no amendments
be in order to either of the motions
prior to the votes, all of the above oc-
curring with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Florida.

Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, re-
serving the right to object, first, I want
to thank the Senator from Arizona for
protecting my right to object in my ab-
sence before I made it to the floor.

Just to set the record straight, I do
not think that we object to moving to
a budget conference; we object to mov-
ing to a budget conference and having
the debt limit raised within that con-
ference. So I would ask the Senator if
she would consider adding a unanimous
consent agreement and that she modify
her request so that it not be in order
for the Senate to consider a conference
report that includes reconciliation in-
structions to raise the debt limit.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, if
the Senator heard my request, I said
we would consider a motion to instruct
relative to the debt limit as part of our
agreement to move to conference. So
the Senator would be allowed to make
his voice heard at that time. I would
object to making it a requirement
without a vote of the Senate that says
the majority agrees with that. So I
would object to his amendment and
again ask for unanimous consent on
the original request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. Is there objection to the
original request?

Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, I ob-
ject.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The majority leader.

———

PROVIDING FOR USE OF THE
CATAFALQUE

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to S. Con. Res. 18.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 18)
providing for the use of the catafalque situ-
ated in Exhibition Hall of the Capitol Visitor
Center in connection with memorial services
to be conducted in the United States Senate
Chamber for the Honorable Frank R. Lauten-
berg, late a Senator from the State of New
Jersey.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the concurrent resolution be agreed to,
and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 18) was agreed to.

(The concurrent resolution is printed
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted
Resolutions”.)

———

MEMORIAL OBSERVANCES OF THE
HONORABLE FRANK R. LAUTEN-
BERG

Mr. REID. Madam President, I now
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of S. Res. 160.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 160) relative to the
memorial observances of the Honorable
Frank R. Lautenberg, late a Senator from
the State of New Jersey.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motions to
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