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achieved full equality under the law for 
all Washingtonians and all Americans. 
I wish to thank the countless organiza-
tions that have led us to the victories 
and accomplishments we celebrate in 
June. When we gather together in mo-
ments such as this, we speak with one 
unified voice for the cause of equality 
and give true meaning to our Founders’ 
belief that all are created equal. I am 
proud to fight for the LGBT commu-
nity in Washington and across the 
country, and I will continue to ensure 
the voices of LGBT Americans and 
their allies are heard in the United 
States Senate. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING COLORADO 
EXPORTERS 

∑ Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate four outstanding 
businesses that have won the Presi-
dent’s ‘‘E’’ Award for their role in ad-
vancing Colorado’s export industry. 
The ‘‘E’’ Award was created by Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy in 1961 to recog-
nize companies that have made signifi-
cant contributions to increasing Amer-
ican exports. It is one of the highest 
honors an export company can receive. 

Many of these companies are small- 
and medium-sized firms—the lifeblood 
of our economy—and we can proudly 
say that of the 57 businesses honored, 4 
were from our home State of Colorado: 
Frederick Exports, World Trade Center 
Denver, Geotech Environmental Equip-
ment, and Lightning Eliminators. 
These innovative companies are 
strengthening our State’s economy, 
creating jobs, and paving the way for 
other businesses in the State inter-
ested in exporting their products and 
services overseas. 

In 2012, American exports hit an all- 
time record high of $2.2 trillion and 
Colorado exports increased by more 
than 10 percent growing to $8.1 billion. 
These businesses are a perfect example 
of how companies across the State can 
take advantage of this trend by tap-
ping the growing international market. 
These achievements not only benefit 
these individual businesses, but they 
increase economic development for our 
State. 

The World Trade Center Denver and 
Frederick Export, both based in Den-
ver, were honored for assisting and fa-
cilitating export activities. The World 
Trade Center Denver educates busi-
nesses throughout the Rocky Mountain 
region about international trade and 
connects these businesses to the more 
than 300 World Trade Centers located 
in 100 countries. With over 250 members 
locally, the World Trade Center Denver 
has helped countless local businesses 
expand their markets and build stra-
tegic partnerships. 

Frederick Export is an export man-
agement company that has success-
fully helped more businesses in Colo-
rado export their products and services 

abroad and grow their customer base. 
Companies represented by Frederick 
Export have seen growth of 20 percent 
or more each year. 

Denver-based Geotech Environmental 
Equipment and Boulder-based Light-
ening Eliminators were recognized for 
showing sustained export growth. 
Lightning Eliminators, a leading sup-
plier of lightning protection and pre-
vention products and services, has 
grown its exports by nearly 200 percent 
over the past 4 years. Lightning Elimi-
nators exports its innovative, patented 
lightning protection technology to 
such faraway places as Bangladesh, Ni-
geria, and Taiwan. 

Geotech Environment Equipment 
provides quality environmental equip-
ment to more than 20,000 companies 
worldwide and employs almost 100 peo-
ple. Its exports have grown 40 percent 
over the past 4 years. 

The pioneering spirit and innovative 
nature of Coloradans like these are 
spurring new job growth, driving our 
economy, and moving our State for-
ward. I join the White House in hon-
oring the contributions these compa-
nies have made to both Colorado and 
the country. I look forward to seeing 
their future progress and thank them 
for the vital part they have played in 
helping our State thrive.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING EXCEPTIONAL 
NEVADA STUDENTS 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize three of Nevada’s 
brightest students—Caolinn Mejza, 
Sharon Fang, and Justin Joseph—for 
earning the prestigious title of Presi-
dential Scholar from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education. Presidential schol-
ars are chosen for outstanding test 
scores, essays, grades, and community 
service commitments. 

The White House Commission on 
Presidential Scholars named only 141 
scholars throughout the United States 
this year. Caolinn Mejza, who attends 
the Las Vegas Academy of Inter-
national Studies, Performing & Visual 
Arts, Sharon Fang of Clark High 
School, and Justin Joseph of Valley 
High School will represent Nevada as 
our State’s winners. Each Presidential 
scholar will receive a medallion at a 
ceremony on June 16 in Washington, 
DC. 

While honoring these students’ aca-
demic achievements, it is also impor-
tant to recognize the value and impor-
tance of education in our State. We 
must continue to support teachers and 
to improve our education system for 
students at all stages. I am dedicated 
to increasing the quality of education 
and ensuring that every student grad-
uates prepared to enter college or the 
workforce. 

On behalf of the residents of the Sil-
ver State, I am proud to recognize 
Caolinn, Sharon, and Justin for their 
accomplishments and their contribu-
tions to our State. They are undoubt-
edly some of the finest and most tal-

ented students in Nevada. Today, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating these exceptional young Nevad-
ans.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING CEASAR 
SALICCHI 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate Ceasar Salicchi 
for being named a Distinguished Ne-
vadan by the Nevada System of Higher 
Education Board of Regents during the 
commencement ceremony at the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno, UNR. Mr. 
Salicchi is a military veteran and ad-
vocate for people with disabilities. He 
is truly deserving of this prestigious 
honor, which is awarded to current and 
former Nevadans who have made sig-
nificant contributions to the cultural, 
economic, and scientific or social ad-
vancement of Nevada and its people. 

Mr. Salicchi served in the U.S. Army 
from 1946 to 1947. After he contracted 
polio at the age of 25 in 1952, he became 
an advocate for others with disabil-
ities. He is a founding member of the 
Elko Association for Retarded Chil-
dren, established in 1969, and served as 
the office manager for Elko General 
Hospital from 1962 to 1970. Mr. Salicchi 
went on to serve four different Nevada 
Governors as a committee member for 
the Developmental Disabilities Act as 
well as the Employ the Handicapped 
Act. His lifetime dedication to serving 
those with disabilities is inspiring. 

Not only is Mr. Salicchi a strong ad-
vocate and proponent for those with 
disabilities, but he is also a dedicated 
public servant. He has served the peo-
ple and community of Elko County 
with dignity and honor as the county 
treasurer from 1971 to 2006. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Ceasar Salicchi 
for his accomplishments and contribu-
tions to Nevada. I hope Mr. Salicchi’s 
example of public service and advocacy 
will be an example to all of us of the 
power that one individual can have on 
the positive progression of the Silver 
State and its people. He is a truly a 
distinguished Nevadan and has earned 
our admiration and gratitude.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO ARTHUR H. WILSON 
∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I rise 
to ask that this body pay high tribute 
to an outstanding leader and trusted 
advocate for our nation’s injured and 
ill veterans, their families, and sur-
vivors. I am referring to Arthur H. Wil-
son, the chief executive officer and na-
tional adjutant of the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans. Mr. Wilson, after dedi-
cating 47 years of service to our na-
tion’s veterans, is retiring as leader of 
that august group of 1.2 million vet-
erans. His steadfast devotion and dedi-
cation in leading DAV has made the or-
ganization the Nation’s premier vet-
erans service organization offering as-
sistance, compassion, and support to 
our injured heroes. 

DAV is a service organization rep-
resenting the brave men and women 
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